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NOTES OF A TRAVELLER. 



CHAPTER I. 

Washington — Mount Vemon. 



Whoeter visits Washington for the first time during the 
session of Congress has much to observe. It is his own 
fault if he does not find some one who will give him inform- 
ation, or help him to amusement among the variety of 
objects and characters around him. There are always 
idlers han^g on some petition, who have news to telL 
The representatives and senators from his state will be 
glad to see him as their countryman, and feel an obliga- 
tion to render him some of those attentions which he might 
expect from the consul of his nation in a foreign port. Let 
him be careful, however, not to look for more than is rea- 
sonable, for business is very pressing upon a large part of 
the members, and calls of this kind are frequent. Members 
have their trials like other men ; and if they grow inatten- 
tive, or even show a disposition to get rid of you, forgive 
them. Many a speech is made in the House and Senate to 
thin, restless, coughing, and whispering audiences; and 
talents which have transported their possessor five hundred 
or a thousand miles to a seat in the government, now, by a 
strange reaction, will sometimes send fif^y or a hundred peo- 
ple out of the House. Events multiply daily in a country 
like this ; and time goes on in spite of every thing, though 
it please only a very small minority at best ; and although 
commonly nobody can be found who is satisfied in every 
thing. In the main, the members are about as civil to per- 
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•cms indifferent to them, as other people are whose interest 
it is on the whole rather to please than to displease ; and 
will meet you in the rotunda of the capitol by appointment ; 
introduce you into the library of Congress ; tell what senator 
is looking out of the middle window, or what distmguished 
representative is turning over Audubon's Ornithology ; point 
to the President's house, the departments, the patent-office, 
and the top of the dome, as objects worthy of a visit ; and 
then entering their chamber, introduce you to a few loungers 
near their own seats, yawning at the thoughts of another 
fttupid day, or nervous and feverish with anxiety about the 
country or themselves. If it be gloomy weather, late in 
the session, you feel as if you were in a prison, for the 
people seem as dissatisfied as convicts. One is lost in 
thought about something invisible, another blushes over some 
newspaper which has attacked him, a third hurries to hear 
whether you have brought any news, and all are either 
hoping or despauring about soon obtaining their release. 

The broad staircase on the east side of the capitol, by 
which you wearily mount from the level of the yard to the 
floor of the houses, the rotunda, &c., is a deformity, inter- 
fering exceedingly with the architectural beauty of the 
front. It is unprecedented in Europe, so far as I have seen, 
unless the capitol of Rome should be claimed as an ex- 
ample, which cannot with propriety be done. The '' stairs 
which lead to the capitol" of that metropolis are made merely 
to mount the hill, and do not cover a large part of the 
edifice. 

I was much pleased with the morning scene from the 
terrace, and still more with that from the top of the capitol. 
The view would be splendid indeed if the city were of the 
size originally expected, or even if the surrounding country 
were well cultivated. I could not, however, spend much 
time in the city, without first visiting Mount Yernon. The 
very name of that place had long been dear to me. The 
sound always seemed sweet and solemn to my ears. I 
have had a peculiar feeling for it ever since the day when 
my father came home with a badge of mourning upon 
sniit and said, with a tear in his eye, that General 
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Waflhingtoa was dead. Ta the sadness of oar house th^ 
day I participated as a child, with but few ideas bejrqs^ 
these, that a man, loved and venerated by my father abovn 
all others, had left the world, and that such excellence as I 
could never hope to see was gone for ever. And whero 
did he die T At Mount Vernon. So sweet a name, asso* 
ciated with such feelings in the mind of a stripling, I had 
always heard with emotion; and it was with a degree 
of solemnity that it occurred to me at Washington, that I 
was now in the vicinity of the place. 

Not falling in company with any persons of congenial 
feelings who wished to visit the spot, I determined to pro* 
ceed thither alone ; and mounting a horse, set off one fine 
morning on that most interesting pilgrimage. A great part 
of the low level land which extends south firom Capitol 
Hill to Greenleafs Point, where the East Branch joins the 
Potomac, is entirely unenclosed and uncultivated, with the 
exception of a field here and there. I passed a spot, how- 
ever, which makes the strongest contrast with the general 
waste appearance of this extensive tract, and indeed with 
most of the soil in the vicinity of Washington. There foui 
acres have been enclosed, manured, and cultivated with 
care ; and now supply the market of the metropolis with a 
large share of its vegetables, yielding to the proprietor a 
valuable income. What a lamentable picture is pre- 
sented by a cduntry like this, worn out by exhausting crops, 
and abandoned years ago to sterility and solitude ! The 
road to Baltimore lies through a similar region ; and my 
whole ride to Mount Vernon oiSered only the sad variety of 
a few plantations, where the same debilitating process ap- 
peared to have been not quite completed. The few crops I 
aaw seemed to say that they were destined to be the last 
on those extensive fields ; and the scattered habitations of 
planters and slaves looked as if ready to be deserted, and 
soon to resemble the ruins seen on former sites, long since 
abandoned. The people are the first I ever saw who have 
not energy enough to pull down their old houses. 

Shrub oaks and other stunted trees have sprung up on 
Ib^ iles^rted fields, and show how slow is nature to recover 
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tiie springs of regetable life when they have once been cot 
off. Among these I often paused to contemplate the grand 
Mpect of the capitol from a distance, which is visible from 
a thousand points around. The enormous tolls paid on the 
road to Alexandria show the inconveniences arising to 
travellers out of a thin population. Roads and bridges are 
erected at greater expense, and contributions for their sup- 
port are divided among a few instead of multitudes. The 
reconstruction of the long bridge over the Potomac, as I 
ought to have mentioned, has been undertaken: but it 
seems to me a discouraging task, especially since the steam- 
boats carry so lai^e a part of the travellers on the route to 
Alexandria. 

Alexandria is a large town, with spacious stores near the 
water, and in the upper part several streets of handsome 
and even elegant houses. The view of the city and its 
environs, from an eminence beyond it, was such as to show 
its extent and principal edifices, yet not to exhibit any thing 
of its harbour or the general plan of the streets. After this 
I had nothing like an extensive or a pleasing view during 
the rest of my ride, as the season was not far enough ad- 
vanced to give the woods all their beauty, the late rains had 
rendered the road very wet, and the habitations of men were 
few and poor. 

At length I entered the Mount Vernon estate ; and there 
was some feeling excited by the thought of the cavalcades 
and personages that had passed through the same gate. I 
was also reminded of visits I had made to Roman villas, 
«nd the deserted avenues to ancient cities ; and my impres- 
sions were in some respects similar, though in others very 
different from any thing I had ever experienced before* 
The solitude was as profoimd as that of any deserted region 
of Italy; the habitations of men, at many parts of the road, 
seemed as distant ; and nature appeared almost as much 
left to herself. But who can describe the difference be- 
tween the character of Washington and that of the ancient 
warriors, wiiose memory we associate with the scenes they 
^sited ? Though our education teaches us far too much to 
admifo them, plua^ense as well as Christianity leads us m 
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their motiTes and to condenm their actions. When 
will our children be trained up to a clear conception and a 
just estimate of the character of Washington, in whose 
heart alone was more real greatness than in all heathen 
antiquity! His principles and conduct, enforced by the in- . 
junctions of the Scriptures, what influence might they not 
exert upon the minds and hearts of American youth ! 

The rear of the family-mansion appears two or three 
limes through opeiung^ in the foliage, before the visiter 
reaches it ; and although it is venerable, it shows, on m 
nearer approach, evident marks of decay. I passed the 
dwellings of the negroes, where an old family servanl 
offered his services as guide; and dismounting, hastened 
on to get rid of the groups which assembled around me. 
Two ranges of out-buildings, now partly disused, run back 
from the ends of the mansion and form a court, — in which 
what messengers have heretofore reined up, what guests 
have alighted! The plain piazza in front, with the fine 
sloping and partly shaded lawn, descending to the brow of 
the precipice over the Potomac, the clumps of old trees, the 
broad and winding river below, all appear much as they 
have been represented for half a century on so many sorts 
of landscape furniture with which we have been familiar. 

The remains of the father of his country have been re- 
moved within a few months from the old family-vault, on the 
brow of the precipice, to a spot near the corner of the vine- 
yard enclosure, where the river is concealed from view, but 
which was selected by him during life. A hasty sketch 
may give better ideas of its appearance than any de- 
scription. I dismissed my guide, that I might indulge 
alone in the feelings which had been rising in my heart as 
I approached the spot I had so long regarded with reverence ; 
and however difficult it might be to trace their source or to 
define their nature, I am sure that I have spent but few half- 
hours in my life in meditations more sweet and yet more 
bitter. They need not be detailed. Whoever loves virtue 
and his country, and has done any thing less than his duty, 
or whoever feels like a son of Washington, however humble 
Jha may be, and apprehends how much reason there is to 
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moum over the loss of his spirit and his principles, majr 
vreW conceive them if he will imagine himself placed alone 
in a solitary spot near the ashes of the dead. At the same 
iime, to a man of an opposite character any description 
would of course be lost. I regretted here the want of some 
iruly appropriate national music, when I found myself 
breathing a very soft and plaintive Scotch lament. Of all 
the poetry I have seen written on Mount Vernon, none 
strikes my ear with so much simplicity and sweetness, 
mingled with so much elevation, as the Unes of Brainerd. 

There is something much more congenial to my mind 
in the simple and indeed humble depository of the ashes of 
Washington than in the most splendid monuments of Italy 
or even of Egypt. Where there is no attempt made to 
eaptivate the eye, the mind is left at perfect freedom to form 
her own conceptions ; and it is no disrespect to the greatest 
artist to say, that a refined and vurtuous fancy may tran- 
scend in its conceptions the work of any human hands. I 
have no objection to the erection of monuments to Wash- 
ington ; nay, I hope the day may come when every city, 
town, and village in the Union may possess one of some 
sort, constructed in the purest taste: but I feel that any 
fabric of art in this place would be only an impediment to 
the mind, which, if left to itself, will create the noblest con- 
ceptions out of nothing. 

Surely enough is not made of the memory of Washington 
in our coimtry, when we reflect what has been and now is 
the influence of his name in the world. His great example 
of disinterestedness has done more for the human race than 
we can possibly ascertain ; and is likely to produce still 
greater effects. His birthday should be observed by our 
children as a day of becoming joy ; and our schools should 
pour out their young inhabitants to hear his virtues recounted 
and to sing songs in his praise. 

I returned from Alexandria to Washington in the steamboat. 
There were several Virginians on board, of different classes 
and characters, who engaged in conversation on slavery. 
This subject, which was long regarded as a prohibited one, and 
by general consent excluded from conversation in all societies, 
has become the most general topic throughout the state, as 
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« well known, since the legislature hare taken it up as a 
verioos business of deliberation. Virginia has long suffered 
vnder this incubus ; and from a mere love of that inaction 
which its oppressive weight has produced, has allowed it, 
iike a vampire, to overshadow her eyes, and to suck her 
blood. Nothing but a severe shock can ever eifect^allj 
arouse men from such a lethargy. ^ A little more sleep, a 
little more slumber,^ is a tune marked *^ Dacapo ad libitum^ 
and is generally sung over and over for life. Nothing can 
)fU9temipt it but a louder note on some different key. The 
cracking of the foundation of one's house, however, a rat- 
tling among tlie clapboards and shingles, and an insuppres- 
sible scream of hunger from within, are serious sounds ; and 
it is no wonder that men begin to look about and talk when 
things get to such a pass. The further they examine, the 
more they perceive that time and the elements are poor 
masons, carpenters, and providers ; and that Hercules never 
works for a man who keeps his hands in his pockets. 

My Virginia fellow-passengers seemed to me like boys 
about to sign their indentures to a i>ew trade, or seamen in- 
specting a ship which they are invited to man for a long 
voyage. They had many objections to make against the 
plan, principles, and an^ngements proposed, but the reasons 
•f their reluctance all seemed to be comprehended in one 
word, — ^it looked too much like hard work. Things were 
in a strange state in Virginia two years ago, when nobody 
felt able to speak of the most obvious facts, though they 
were the causes of general suffering and of private discon- 
tent. Now they have got upon the opposite extreme, and 
there is danger only of talking too much. They have as 
yet no distinct, feasible plan* proposed ; and the question 
appears to turn on a general hinge : a change or no change ? 
A change they wish ; but then, the first thought is, who 
shall do the work ? The apprehension of being obliged to 
labour eeemed to keep my fellow-passengers at arm's length 
from the point. It drove them back to the statu quo^ but 
as this affords no resting-place, they came jumping back 
again, as on a vecoiling spring, to the necessity of a change. 
My friends, the hardsUp of work is not so great as yo« 



16 .WTJUMBOAT CH>NTXBa4TI0ir. 

trappose. Give up this notion ; it has almost ruined yov, 
and will ruin you totally if you hug it a little longer. How 
do we do at Uie North? How do they do at the West? 
The spade and plough are not instruments of torture : their 
rough handles have the same drug secreted in them which was 
concealed in the racket of the Persian physician, and which 
with exercise exhaled its essence and restored the health of 
the monarch. Its influence also extends to the intellectual 
and moral man. Suppose you had made an experiment in 
one of your spacious and fertile counties thirty years ag0| 
led your sons to the field, and drained them to the labours 
which consolidate and invigorate the frame« These labours, 
at the same time, foster a taste for harmless, cheap, and 
natural enjoyments. How would your fields have looked ? 
What would have been their products under such improved 
systems as you and your sons might have introduced t I 
fency I see the little neighbourhoods which would have been 
formed, many a field now waste smUing with verdure, books 
and schools multiplied, manufactories built on the streams, 
good roads stretching hither and thither, happiness secured 
by intelligence, virtue, and prosperity. Your eyes are 
restless, your brows are clouded. There is nothing more 
likely to remove such symptoms than the siglit of our land 
well tilled by our own hands, the sounds of peace and joy 
in our habitations ; and what idle man ever knew them ? 

It has been bitterly complained of in Virginia that useful 
labour is despised; and no doubt the statesmen who would 
gain true honour should take Cincinnatus for their model. 
A most intelligent and independent step has been taken by . 
one of the literary institutions of the state, the results of 
which must be useful. Manual labour has been connected 
with study at Hampden Sidney College ; and although the 
opposition to it was at first very general and powerful, a 
remarkable change in the opinion of the wise and good has 
already commenced ; and no one who looks at the state of 
things can doubt that this is one of the most wise and prom- \ 
ising steps which could have been taken to repair the wastes 
of generationsi and to remould the habits and condition of | 
the people. i 



CHAPTER II. 

Washington — ^Advantages of Small Capitals — Salataiy Hints to Am- 
bition — Foreigner disappointed — ^More Reflections — Vines — Rail- 
road. 

I NEVKR yisit Washington without being reminded of the 
miscalculations which were made by some of our wisest 
men, in relation to the growth of the city in population and 
importance. The magnificence of the plan is evident to 
every eye, and so is the total want of power to complete it 
Brosid avenues, named after the states, stretch indeed from 
the centre towards various points ; but some of them are 
impassable, and others lead to nothing worth seeing. Un<- 
iike the great roads which met in the Roman forum in the 
days of Roman greatness, they are more like some of them 
at the present day, which conduct only to a deserted and 
steril region in the vicinity. Still there is one gratification 
to be derived from the public disappointment in relation to 
the growth of the federal city: the intrigues of a court are 
mere exposed to view than they could be in a large me- 
tropolis ; and the shades of a great population are not ex* 
tended over them for their concealment. In European 
capitals, public men are much less exposed to public scru- 
tiny ; and great facilities are enjoyed for all sorts of in- 
trigoes. Besides, every thing connected with the grandeur 
and britliancy of power loses much of its importance in 
Washington, because so much of the interior of things is 
exposed to view. In this city visiters and inhabitants are 
alike impressed with what they see. Every year presents 
many new faces in the Houses of Congress, where new in- 
terests are maintained with the same ardour as before* 
When you call on a (Hend, yoi\ are perhaps introduced into 
the same chamber you were in the last winter, with the 
tame two beds in the comers, the same display of gilt* 
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edged paper, and sealing-wax upon the table, and the same 
■ymptoms around you of public business and partisan-spirit, 
while you reflect that the former occupant of the room and 
of one of the beds, restored again to private life, is five 
hundred or a thousand miles off, divested of his feathers, 
and a fortunate man if not the worse for his campaign at 
the seat of government. 

In the streets of Washington no warning seems omitted 
from which a spectator might learn patriotism, and a states- 
man honesty. The stage-horses wheel as gracefully to re- 
ceive the unsuccessful applicant for office as to bring the 
court^favourite to his lodgings ; and the minister's furniture 
shines as bright at the auctioneer's door on the day of his 
taking leave as it did on the evening of his first drawing- 
room. Oh the silent lessons I have read at the auctioneer's 
•n ambition and her reward, the boasted purity of a popular 
government, the value and splendour of real virtue, and the 
eontemptible character of her counterfeits! Indeed, so 
severe are some of the sarcasms thus practically presented, 
that I was once ready to exclaim against the punishment 
inflicted on a late favourite of fortune, then newly sunk in 
disgrace, as greater than he could bear. 

The carpets on which his flatterers had stood, with smiles 
and compliments for him, were now cheapened on account 
of the dust of courtiers' feet, and the peculiar obsequious- 
ness with which the surface had been scraped at audiences 
and levees. But, ah ! the bowls and dishes, the cups and 
glasses out of which so many simpering mouths had been 
80 lately fed, 'and now scarcely dry from the unavailing 
banquets : what emblems were they of the hoUowness and 
brittleness of the station they had recently embellished! 
The minion had before possessed my secret contempt and 
abhorrence ; but I could now have saved him the pangs of 
such a show. And yet such thmgs are salutary. If they 
are able to aflect others as they afiected me, a walk through 
Pennsylvania Avenue might cure the most ambitious and 
corrupt of statesmen and courtiers. 

Some of the inhabitants of Washington have had intelli- 
geoce and observation enough to afford much interesting ii|p 
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fiinnati<m in relation to public men and national affairs* 
What we recei? e through the newspapers, or other channels 
little more correct, passes under their own eyes. And in* 
deed, perhaps, no part of the country is left so much alone 
to form unbiased opinions. While speeches are made in 
Congress, written out, amended, and published by thousands 
to influence some county, state, or number of states, nobody 
tries to discolour things to the Washingtonians, knowing that 
it would be in vain. Every thing is therefore left to be seen 
by them without disguise; and the consequence is, they 
often form correct opinions, and speak with becoming frank- 
ness. It is gratifying also to reflect, that local interests an^ 
influences are not likely to engross and control the ^ 
tention of the government in so great a degree as ^ey 
have often done in large cities ; and there is no mob to 
overawe or even to threaten their freedom. 

To an American who has seen any of the capitals ef Europe^ 
the absence of military display is one of the liiost agreeable 
features in view, wherever he turns. There is not a soldier 
to guard gates or doors in Washington, with the single ex- 
ception of those at the navy-yard, a mile or more from the 
eapitol. The total want of every sign of military prepara* 
tion is also very accordant with one's feelings. After the 
last war with England, a felon imprisoned for some crime 
confessed, as I recollect, that during his career of iniquity 
he had entered into a conspiracy to seize President M adison^ 
and deliver him to the British ships then lying in the Po- 
tomac, while he was a sentinel to guard the President'^ 
house. As there was not even a wall of sufficient height to 
prevent an approach to the doors, and no other obstacle^ 
such a plan might have been easily accomplished, I sup- 
pose, under favourable circumstances, by mere surprise. 
Though danger was thus in one instance incurred by the 
neglect to take military precautions, how much better it is 
than to have the display of paid soldiers at every turn, and 
to become familiar with the music and the weapons of death ! 
From some acquaintance with the feelings and habits of 
foreigners, I can say with great confidence, that probably a 
large proportion of the intelligent men of Europe would 
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learn with surprise that there is not a soldier on gnard in the 
capital of the United States, even during the sessions of 
Congress, although the familiar fact excites not a thought in 
our minds. 

I have heard a good deal said about schools of eloquence, 
the rhetorical talents of certain portions of the country, and 
native genius ; but I found true in Washington what I be- 
lieved in the French Chambers and the British Houses of 
Lords and Commons : that many men who suppose them- 
selves great orators are deficient in some or all of the indis- 
pensable qualifications ; and that not a few real orators are 
unsuspicious of their talents, or unconscious of what they 
consist in. With our early training at school and college, 
we tKe very apt to suppose (hat fine language must approach 
the Latin standard, either in words or arrangement; and 
after we have lived long enough to correct this mistake, we 
are some time in settling the great fact, that eloquence can 
never consist in useless words. Yet nothing is more true : 
and although we oflen find high encomiums passed by the 
newspapers on particular speeches, could we have witnessed 
their delivery, we should generally have found them falling 
blunt and dead upon the closed ears of a thin and sleepy 
audience. 

With abundant materials for thought, I took my seat in a 
stage-coach for Baltimore, and revived many a recollection 
of strolls through European palaces and prisons, and events 
in the history of courts. Washington, thought I, is a me- 
tropolis of nuisances, a capital of intrigues, and' ever must 
be. But yet how different it is, in some respects, from the 
seat of an European court ! The profession of a courtier 
requires a long apprenticeship, which it is almost impossible 
to obtain in this country, among the frequent changes to 
which our system subjects us. Though the growth of bad 
men may be rapid, their career must generally be short. 
But what results might not be produced, if such characters 
as may be conceived, were allowed to prosecute their opera- 
tions for ten, twenty, or thirty years, without fear of inter- 
ruption, and under the shelter of an unchanging d3masty? 
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Who would ever think of studying diplomacy in the United 
States, as it is regularly studied in some European countries ! 
So preposterous a thing would be undertaken only by ti 
madman. On the other side of the Atlantic, a man weU 
trained in the forms of international business may expect to 
be gratified with the substantial rewards awaiting its per- 
formance : but here, selections of ministers, secretaries, Sic* 
may be made next year on grounds which cannot now be 
«ven conjectured: and as for ^Lve or ten years hence, no 
I tme .pretends to foresee who may be in a foreign embassy, 
I or why. The only oflSces in Washington which can be 
looked on as permanent, are a few clerkships in the depart- 
ments, and the keepers ^f certain hotels ; the very stage- 
horsCT ^ must stare at the new faces they annually behold 
among the legislators, and wonder why there are so frequent 
, changes in that line. 

' Benefit may be derived by some men from spending a win- 
. teror two at Washington. — They extend their acquaintance 
with men and things, return with new impressions concerning 
. "distant states, more enlarged views of national interests and 
I principles, and attachments contracted with estimable friends 
from different districts. When questions arise which awaken 
a spirit of division among representatives from different 
parts of the Union, they see whence those feelings arise, 
. observe their tendency, reflect on the danger, and devise 
measures for their prevention or removal. At the same 
lime they raise in the opinion of others an estimation of the 
states which they worthily represent, and excite in their 
minds such reflections and feelings as they themselves expe- 
rience. If they have any intercourse with men of a less 
sincere or of a really vicious character, their admiration 
of patriotism and virtue is increased ; and if they converse 
with intelligent foreigners, they learn how highly our coun- 
try is regarded in Europe by one class, and how it is dis- 
liked by others. 

There was an elegant young Frenchman in the stage-coach, 
who had arrived in Washington only the day before, but 
hoA become so much ennuye, as he declared, at the sight 
of the city, that he had hurried away from it, mtending never 
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to return. Now, why was he disappointed T Washington 
certainly must be a very different city from what he had ex- 
pected to find it The seat of government, as such alone it 
appears, had not attracted him ; for Congress, the Supreme 
Court, the President, and ail the machinery and accompani- 
ments of it were there to be seen, but these he had not 
visited. He had missed the crowds and frivolities of Paris, 
—I will not say the vices ; and see how much we gain in 
having our capital in so great a degree as it is, divested of 
tiiese. In Europe, courts corrupt capitals, and capitals 
courts and kingdoms. 

Mr. Adlum has his vineyard near Baltimore, where he 
has had great success in raising grapes, and even in making 
wine. How unaccountable it seems, that with all the 
sagacity of our countrymen, the abundance of indigenous 
vines, and the ease with which they, as well as some foreign 
species may be ciUtivated, this branch of culture should have 
been so litde attended to. The fruit is highly esteemed by 
us, vast quantities of wine are imported, and abundance of 
miserable and pernicious drinks is used by persons who 
might be more cheaply or healthfully furnished with whole- 
some weak wine,, were the proper course pursued to make 
it. The vine is probably more generally found in our dif- 
ferent states, and more indifferent to the varieties of soil, 
than any other plant we have. The treatment and culture 
of it are also remarkably cheap. A vineyard of twenty 
acres may be tended by two men employed only a part of 
the year ; and the value of the harvest will be great after 
the second year. At the same time, the soil best adapted 
to the vine is sandy and pebbly, such as is to a great extent 
now lying waste in the United States, as of little or no 
value. 

Many vines are seen in different parts of the country, 
chiefly trained for ornament and shside, but how few per- 
sons there are who attend to the pruning or clipping of 
Ihem at the proper season : operations which are indispen- 
sable to the production of a good crop, and the neglect of 
which, for a single season in Europe, would cause an im- 
mense loss. 
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There are several fine sights presented on that part of 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad which lies along the Wash- 
ington road for three or four miles before we reach the 
former city. In one place it passes a broad and deep 
Talley on the top of a great embankment, while a stream 
and a country-road cross its route through arched openings 
far beneath. It is travelled to the ** Point of Rocks,*^ on the 
Potomac. The scenery to Fredericktown, 60 miles, is 
constantly varying, and oflen wild and romantic. Ellicott's 
Mills may be compared with Little Falls on the Erie GanaL 



CHAPTER ra. 

Baltimore — ^Route to Philadelphia — ^Railroadf . 

Baltimore lias as much the appearance of prosperity 
and enterprise^ in proportion to its si:^, aa perhaps any eity 
in America. The broad and straight streets are lined' witk 
large atores and dwellings, some of which rival in taste the 
best in the country, and are thronged with well-dressed and 
tesy people. The monuments, rising high in the air from 
open sqioareSf give an imposing effect ; while the shipping 
in the river and harbour, and Uie noble railroads extending 
towards Susquehanna and the Ohio, with which it is de^ 
signed to open a direct conmiunication, indicate that the 
iijiabttanta have the intelligence and the ability to accom« 
pHsh great things, to^ promote that commerce which is the 
BMiin-spring of the city* The number of stage-coach^ 
which arrive and depart is truly astonishing. Scarcely Si 
fnarter of an hour passed, when I was so shuated at tbs 
Iiidiaa Queen as to observe the street, without the alighting 
q{ travellers or the strapping on of more baggage ; and fre- 
<|iiently several stage-coaches stood at once before the 
door. The travelling by steamboats and railroads is also 
Wi:^ Q^^^ t. M thaf when.nayig^ation is open and Con^press 
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is in session, the place is one of our greatest thoroughfares. 
The multitudes coming from the West impress one with, the 
rapid increase of population- in those flourishing regions. 

Bahimore has few monuments to public intelligence worthy 
of the name. There are few objects which I have seen, that 
convey the idea, so. gratifying to a stranger and so honour- 
able to the citizens, that in this place knowledge is duly 
appreciated, and useful learning is shared by all classes. I 
speak of monuments a» the Europeans use the word :^ that 
is, as public edifices. 

The University can scarcely be said to exist in any 
branch but the medical department, which has above one 
hundred students. The Athenaeum has 42,000 volumes in 
its library. Public education is improving rapidly. Four 
fine schoolhouses have been recently erected. No. 4, in 
Hanover-street, is a beautiful specimen of architecture, 
being constructed of whitish granite, with a tasteful fagade. 
These buildings ate much morq ornam0ntal than the public 
schools of New- York. May the interior prove but as use- 
ful, and Baltimore will have abundant reason to value her 
new acquisitions. 

There are persons in every considerable community 
among us, whose real; pecuniary interest would be consulted 
by tKe cultivation of knowledge ; amd from these some ex- 
ertions might be expected, at least, on the ground of sound 
ikiercantile speculation. Although I would wish to see 
loftier motives than this brought into operation on such a 
subject, my chief desire is. that the important benefits may 
be at any rate enjoyed. Teachers and booksellers are 
directly interested in the case ; and one would suppose that 
men of real literary or scientific attainments would wish to 
have iheit merits judged of by an enlightened public, or seek 
to cultivate knowledge among those around them, that they 
might epjoy the pleasure of participating. One would think, 
too, tha( as public peace and private security can be enjoyed 
only amid good ordier, intelligence, and morality, every indi- 
vidual would' feel the elevation of public intelligence to be 
a matter of personal interest, and lend his voice and counte- 
nance, if QOt his purse, to its aid. And as our ibmalea are 
jeneraUy more dependant than men opon the state of society 
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tfonscr them^ and not less capaUe of apiNreoiating the Taliie 
of inteliectual refinement, they should be ready on every 
ooeasion to throw their powerful infiuenee into the scale in 
its i&YOUT. Strange it is, that amid a population of such 
extent, with so much prosperity and wealth, with sucii 
noble works for internal communication as are in progress^ 
ixk. possession of every facility, and so neaf the capital 
of the country, these should be any delay to adopt measure*, 
to* render this city as much distioguished for intelligence as. 
§or commercial enterprise. One half the ingenuity and^ 
money bestowed upon a single structure, might lay the foun* 
dation of a far more necessary monument than that com^ 
memorating a battle. 

There is but little to interest the traveller in the ateam«»^ 
boat from Baltimore to Frenchtown. The soil on both 
sides is poor, and large tracts have been impoverished by 
exhausting crops in years past, and consequently neglected 
and almost deserted. Not a building, or a wall, or scarcel]^ 
ft tree shows signs of even local or individual prosperity; 
and there is nothing which approaches nearer to what may 
be called scenery, than rough banks and some bare hills of 
moderate size. In .some places, at a distance in the interior,. 
k excellent land ; but all we see hereabouts justifias the 
remonstrances made in the legislature of Maryland against< 
the continuance of the present state of things with regard 
to slavery, on account of its ruinous iafiaence on agrieultursw 
How desirable it is that the necessary energy should be 
displayed on such a waste territory, and that it should be> 
recovered to fertility and usefulness. 

One of those scenes I once witnessed here, to which we 
are more exposed in steamboats than we are generally- 
aware. An insane man, who was a passenger, rose in the- 
dead of night, and waked us from sleep in the darkness*, 
with some of the most shocking screams I ever heard*. 
Borne half dozen men were roused at the samo time witht 
Uows which he gave them at a venture} and to judge fromi 
eneh information as was to be obtain^, an angry scuffle* 
ensued between them,^ each erroneously supposing his^ 
■eif^ibouis the aggressors. A light brought about such an 

3* 



explanation^ as. caused a cessation of hostilities; but it was 
long before the cause of the confusion was discovered, and 
still longer before the wily maniac was confined and silenced. 
We are alwaya exposed to a panic whenever the cabin is 
lefl at night without a light ; and why serious accidents do 
not often occur, I cannot tell. 

One of the happiest effects of travelling on railroads is 
the freedom it gives you from^ the impertinence and imposi- 
tions of porters, cartinen, ei omfie id genus^ who infest 
common steamboat landings. A long and solitary row of 
carriages was standing on the shore awaiting our arrival ; 
not a shout was heard, scarcely any thing was seen to move 
except the locomolive, and the arms of the man who 
caught the rope thrown from our boat. The passengers 
were filed off along a. planked walk to the carnages, through 
one gangway, while their luggage, which had already been 
stowed safely away, was rolled on shore by another, in 
two light wagons '^^ and almost without speaking a word, the 
seats were occupied, the wagons attached behind, the half- 
locomotive began to snort, and the whole retinue was . on 
the way with as little ado and as. little loss of time as I 
have been guilQr of in telling the story. .The men and boys 
who should, or rather* would have been on the spot, halloo- 
ing and bawling^ but for the railroad, it is to be hoped were 
somewhere ui better' business. I virish them nothing worse, 
while I wish travellers nothing, better than to be thus rid of 
them — whenevep they can as well do without them. 

I had one very pleasant reflection to make upon the^n>ate 
of this railroad, viz., that it had not injured a single valuable 
form, OF crossed a spot of good soil; 

What is to come on the back of railroads I do not < know, 
or how long it wUl be before they are to be in their turn 
superseded' by some- more economical or rapid expedient, as 
they have superseded canals. When ^e great canal was 
ant across this veiy cape arfew years since, competition was 
as little apprehendedf even in tke transportation of pas- 
sengers, as it ia now on this road. And in a conntiy where 
we are as ready to act on a new suggestion^ and to push a 
aswezpsfiiment tp the utmost, as we are to embrace a n^ 
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opkiieiii who can tell what new plan% what new enterprises 
are before us ? . 

Steamboats, canals, and railroads, m their difierent 
spheres, have done so much to promote brotherly love 
among our countrymen, and promise so much more,, that I 
look upon them with a kind of affectionate gratitude. We 
formerly thought that the vast extent of our territory would 
preclude that intimate intercourse between distant parts 
which is necessary to unity of feeling ; and that the want 
of a sense of mutual dependance would foster mutual 
estrangement : but these improvements have eaten up miles 
and degrees of space, levelled mountains, contracted plains, 
dried up rivers, and drank up half the water on our coasts. 
They have, as it were, made a present of a good pair of 
seven-league boots to every son and daughter of the United 
States. And what gadding on a large scale is now per- 
formed! What long jumps do we annually make from 
home to our neighbours of Maine, Michigan, Kentucky, and 
Louisiana ! It has been said of some of our countrymen 
that they have no home : but it might be more truly said of 
them alt, that they have half a dozen ; the stage-coach, the 
canal-boat, the steamboat, the packet^ship, the inn, and now 
the railroad car. The vehicles for travelling thus furnish 
us with a practical refutation of all the prognostics that 
havo been proclaimed of evil to our country, from want of 
intereourse between its different parts, founded on the expe- 
rience of other nations ; for they have made us to differ 
from them in tliis most essential particular. 

On reaching Newcastle, the cars stop near the steam- 
boat, the passengers alight upon a wooden stage, and are 
soon safely embarked, while their luggage is dexterously 
rolled in upon the forward deck. Cars laden with merchan- 
dise may be driven, into a large store-house, to be protected 
in stormy weather or at nighty and fifty of them may be 
housed as. comfortably and with as little ceremony as an old 
milch cow in a farmer's bam. 

Many pleasant little spots of cultivated land are seen 
along the Delaware, chiefly on the Pennsylvania side; and 
on either band are nnmeroas patches rescued iirom the river 
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by stone walls and banks of earth, which exclude the water 
when it rises, and preserve the crops from overflow. Few 
travellers know the pleasant scenes which are found a little 
in the interior, as no great route passes through them ; and 
many of the inhabitants, being almost cut off from inter* 
course with the world, are little affected by the exciting ii^ 
fluences of the day, so irresistible to those who aie exposed 
to them. This is pariieularly true of a portion of New- 
Jersey, not far remote. What a bitter enemy to human im- 
provement is a pine barren ! It is the best emblem we can 
show of a real European legitimate. It keep» the people 
on the borders of starvation, so that let the thirst of the 
mind for knowledge be never so gneat, it is always exceeded 
by the famine of the stomach. It separates men as far 
asunder as possible, and thus the fire of knowledge, like 
scattered brands^ can never kindle into a blaze. How these 
obstacles are to be overcome, by what means we can hope 
to triumph over poverty and distance in intellectual, as we 
can in physical respects, is yet to be determined. Certain 
it is that this is 9u question of great importance ; and the 
success we have had in improvements of lesa consequence 
should stimulate our exertions in this. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Philadelphia... 

Philadelphu hae beauties and excellences^ of its oiau 
None of our other cities has so fine a kitchen-garden a» 
Southwark, or displays so much of the beauty of utility and 
uniformity in its streets. In justice, however,^ I must allow 
that no suburbs can be more forbidding, and no introduction 
to a large town less promising, than the access by some of 
the great routes. I hope the boasted literary character of 
the citizens is not more apparent than reaL Wfietheii H be 
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SO or not, I sincerely wish them ten-fold of this commends 
able quality, which they value enough at least to claim the 
credit of it. We need not wish to institute exact comparisons 
between the intelkctual merits of any of our cities, lest the 
aggregate should reflect upon the country. It were much 
better to labour zealously by combined exertions to increase 
the whole stock. 

Why Philadelphia should not be the Athens of America, 
I am sure I cannot telh nor what should prevent Baltimore, 
Boston, or New- York. The people have all the means 
within their reach. We are in the habit of attributing 
oonsiderable literary honour to some of the cities of Europe, 
the inhabitants of which ave bound on every hand by re- 
strictions which greatly impede them ; while we, insensible^ 
of our advantages, so superior in many respects, indolently 
sigh for the time when learning will take up its abode among 
us. It probably is in the power of individuals of intelli- 
gence, virtue, and influence, now living, by only coming out 
as the decided champions of knowledge, to effect a speedy 
and total change of things in the United States. But 
timidity on one side, old habits on another, and business all 
around, hem in and shoot down all the hopes we entertain 
of any of our citizens here and elsewhere. Punning is the 
perversion of the use of words ; and the Philadelphians are 
notorious punsters. Some of them will manufacture more 
pnns m a half hour than you may hear elsewhere in a 
twelvemonth. They have some fine institutions which 
promote solid learning among diflferent classes, such as the 
Athenaeum, Franklin Library, and sundry societies which 
provide lectures, books, &c. In medical institutions they 
are of course first. The general aspect of the city certainly 
must invite the mind to study and reflection, one would 
think, more than that of most other towns in the Union. 
How anybody can pursue a straight train of thought while 
threading the crooked .lanes and alleys of New- York and 
Boston, especially with the din of the former in his ears, it 
is difiicuh to tell. 

There is one reason why I prefer Philadelphia ; I feel 
the persuasion always upon me that every thing is clean. 
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The breadth and uniformity of the streets favour cleanliness, 
and a great deal of washing and scrubbing is visible ; for 
whatever house you enter, you see hydrants, and tubs, and 
baths, and rills of living water, and have the satisfaction of 
reflecting that hogsheads and rivers of it are daily used to 
good purpose. 

The elevated banks of the Schuylkill are ornamented with 
several fine public institutions, among which the Marine 
Hospital is conspicuous. The marble quarries, a short dis- 
tance up that t stream, afford most valuable facilities for the 
erection of edifices of a beaiatiful materiaL A tour of visita- 
tion to the Water Works, Penitentiary, House of Refuge, &c., 
out of the city, and the various public buildings, exhibitionsy 
&c. within, will afibrd any traveller much interest, and he 
will see and hear things important to be known, too nmnei- 
ous to write or to reltd. Though the state is sadly de- 
ficient in public sebook, there are some good ones ; and 
the infant schoc^s of this city have been celebrated. The 
American Sunday Sdiocd Union has its centre here ; and 
the publishing apparatus is very extensive. They have 
for several years issued about a million of Uule volumes 
annually, and have taken great pains to improve the ehar- 
acter of works for the mteliectual, moral, and religious 
instructi6n of the young. 

But one who is bound on a long journey must not allow 
himself to be too long detained by die agreeable objects of 
this orderly and well-arranged city. 



CHAPTER V. 

New-York^Activity of Citizens — Merchants — Societies — 

Steamboats. 

Whoever risits New-York feels as he does m a watch- ^ 
tnaker's shop ; everybody goes there for the true time, and \ 
feels on leaving it as if he had beeii wound up or regulated j 
anew, and better than he could have done it himself. He ^ 
hears a clicking, as it were, on all sides of him, and finds 
•every thing he looks at in movement, and not a nook or^ 
corner but what is brim-full of business. Apparently there { 
18 no inactivity; that is, no person ie quiescent both in body j 
and mind at once. The reason of this is, that the lazy are i 
excited by the perpetual motion of the busy, or at least 
compelled to bestir themselves to avoid being run over. If 
a man has any S3rmpathetic excitability, he will inevitably 
etep quicker hi Broadway than in an ox-patji in the country; 
and if he have none, a regard for his flesh and bones will 
make him keep pace with the crowd with which he moves, 
avoid collision with that which he meets, and hurry over 
the cross-walks to escape the carts and omnibuses. 

Another great reason why there is so much excitement \ 
about New-York is, that the principal vehicles for travelling ] 
are seen by so large a portion of the population. Little im- ' 
pression was produced on the public in former days, when 
the stage-coaches took off most of the travellers by night or 
at irregular hours : but what can be more animating than 
to witness the departure or arrival of the steamboats ! At 
six and seven in the morning boats start for all quarters of 
the compass, like so many carrier-pigeons, released from one 
point to take the courses they choose. When the hour ar- 
rives, the hissing and roaring of the steam-pipe suddenly 
ceases, the departing travellers spring on board, their re- 
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maining friends fly for the shore, the wheels move as if by 
instinct, and boats tear friend from friend. No row-boat is 
left behind, as formerly, to accommodate those who lag be- 
hind : the day of toleration for the lazy has passed ; and all 
the comfort they receive, when they beg a moment^s delay, 
is an assurance that they will be ** in time for the next boat.** 
But in spite of all such warnings, we find the ancient race 
of the Loiterers not quite extinct. They are found at every 
steamboat-landing in the country punctually at their time ; 
that is, half a minute at least too late : and if the moment 
for starting should be delayed until to-morrow or next week, 
they still would so contrive it as to keep up their consistency. 
This spirit of delay once detained one of my travelling com- 
panions a little too long, and separated us for a part of the 
route, on the enjoyment of which we had indulged anticipa- 
tions, loading one of us with a double portion of luggage, 
and at the same time depriving the other of a change of 
raiment. I once saw an orange-seller hurry on shore at the 
signal for starting, without waiting to give change to a cus- 
tomer, whose money he held under pretence that he had no 
time; and in another instance a man, who meditated a 
similar trick on his porter, was pulled back by him for pay, 
and detained on shore, while his spouse was taken to 
ranother city without him. 

One would think, from the activity of the New- York 

j merchant, that he niust be wholly absorbed in the pursuit 

\ of wealth : but on becoming acquainted with the facts, you 

i often find that he only redoubles his activity in business 

I hours to gain time for some other employment which he 

{prefers. Not a small proportion of the whole number are 

:Oonnected with some society for the promotion of the good 

of their fellow-citizens as fellow-men, in morals, intelligence, 

religion, or some other important interests. This is by no 

'means true of all, nor of so many as would be desirable, as 

is proved by the fact, that numbers are members of two, 

three, and sometimes more associations. They take their 

', intelligence and activity with them wherever they go ; and 

• thereforjB in their society or committee-rooms, with the aid 

of their commercial punctuality, clear-sightedness, and 



promptitude, gpenerally act with judgment, good effect, and 
a saving of time, which could not be expected from men of 
difierent habits. The amount of business performed by the] 
active merchants of this city in benevolent societies woul^ 
astonish any one, if it were possible to present a clear estK 
mate of it. And on the other hand, an account of the monej 
annually contributed by them for the promotion of similar 
objects would form an amount prdbaMy greater than might 
be easily believed. In all this the purest motives have a 
large share of influence. It is only necessary to know \ 
individuals personally to perceive that many are actuated \ 
not merely by generosity, but by Christian principle ; and : 
the prospects of good to the city, the country, and the woddt •' 
from the extension of the spirit of benevolence among th« 
influential men of this city, are yery encouraging. £x^ 
amples of the kind encourage imitation, while they reward 
those who furnish them ; and every year sees one individhial 
and another embarking in the delightful career of disinter- 
ested beneficence, and new exertions made by tiiose who 
have become more interested or encouraged by what they 
have already efl*ected. 

It is highly gratifying dso to perceive that the odocation 
and employments of multitudes of the young, who are to 
occupy important stations in society hereafler, are preparing ; 
them for more general and extensive labours for the same 
great objects. The present societies, created and directed 
by the fathers, have aflbrded their sons, among other ad- 
vantages, that most important one of useful and improving 
employment for their leisure. In multitudes of instances 
they have led to the formation of characters amiable for 
their philanthropy, valuable for their intelligence and pu- 
rity, and promising by their practical knowledge, and the 
excellent influence they already exercise in their youthful 
sphere. Thousands of them are at this moment active and 
responsible members of societies, whose express objects are 
the good of others : and while it is a most agreeable sight 
to witness their laboivs in literary associations. Sabbath- 
schools, Bible, Tract, and Temperance societies, it is no 
less gratifying to trace out the influence which systematie 
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beneficence produces upon their habits, minds, and affec* 
lions, and diffuses among their family and social circles. 
And how important are these influences in a population of 
nearly 250,000 ! But a view of what has been done, and 
what is doing in this great city by the good and the intelli* 
gent, leads the mind to consider what ought to be or may 
yet be effected. 

. And sturely, with all the advantages offered by New-York 
for the procuring and the diffusion of knowledge, more 
•hoidd be undertaken for the benefit of public intelligence. 
tThis city should be the centre of learning for the Union. 
No other place in the country can possibly enjoy the advau- 
fbges she has to become such ; yet some of our cities and 
villages have turned to so much better account what means 
Ihey have possessed, that they have become literary in a 
\ tenfold greater proportion. The public schools are the best 
I large ones in the country, excepting those of Boston ; and 
I in some departments are far superior to them* Some of 
't Che private schools are good : but the vas^ majority, par-> 
tteularly of \h^ fashionable ones, sure miserably defective. 
Columbia College and the University are very respectable 
institutions for the higher branches of learning, while the 
Mercantile Library Association, the Apprentices' Library, 
the City Library, the Athenaeum, &c., afford valuable means 
of self-instruction to their various classes of readers. Un- 
fiurtunatdy, the talents of the learned are kept too much 
<lut t>f sight, and are of course too much underrated by the 
public, who scarcely know that they exist. Attempts have 
feeen made, from time to time, to establish monthly maga- 
lunes of different descriptions, but they have never flour- 
ished well ; for writers of acknowledged talent cannot be 
procured without a reasonable reward, and the publishers 
ibre not often disposed to hazard a large sum on an uncer- 
tainty. If such men, however, were employed in writing 
for publication, how much better it would be for the country 
Ifaan to leave them in the retirement of their families or of 
4heir professions. 

^ There is, therefore, yet much to be done by the inhabitants 
•f New- York for the promotion of knowledge ; and to the 
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rising generation, I think, we may safely look for it, as wett 
as for the execution of still more extensive projects of 
benevolence. And on this hope we may rely without thft 
charge of being visionary in any degree ; for the means are 
daily increasing, and the hands are multiplying and strengthn 
ening by which it is to be accomplished* 

But I have been wandering from my subject, and cas 
seek an excuse for indulging in such elevating topics only 
in the ennobling view presented by the Bay of New-Yorkg 
to the traveller who crosses it in one of ihe great steam* 
boats which daily skim over its surface. Were the shoret 
but of an elevation corresponding with the other features 
of the scene, there would be nothing to regret by the 
friend Oi the picturesque. Staten Island approaches nearee 
than any other part of the surrounding land to what we 
might wish to see on every side, and presents a pleasing 
swell, with a variety of lines and hues in its enclosures and 
crops, the village, and the spacious Quarantine edifieeak 
There are some pretty spots, with pleasant shades, enjoying 
a view of a water scene, animated by the frequent passage 
of the finest steamboats. 

These vessels have now become improved and refined^ 
apparently ^hnost to the grade of rational beings. Thegp 
seem to a passenger on board half conscious of the prom- 
ises held out by the newspapers of their speed and pune* 
tuality, of the hour when their arrival may be expected, and 
the anxiety of those who await them ; and quite familial 
with the shoals and landing-places. You feel their emo* 
tions, at least their straining and labour under your feet 
When you observe their movements from a distance, they 
appear still more as if endued with life and thought. A 
boat, with a beautiful model and elegant proportions, comes 
flying over the water almost without disturbing it, rounds a 
point, and directs her rapid course towards a landing-place. 
You see that her speed is known, and that her punctuality 
has been established by long and regular practice : for the 
persons who have come from a distance to embark have yet 
scarcely reached the shore, or are just appearing in view ; 
and the landlord remains at his door until she has reached 



a certain spot, and then leaves it just in time to meet her 
hy a leisurely walk. There is no hurry, because there is 
BO irregularity and no uncertainty. She cuts the watery but 
with' as little spray as a knife makes in dividing a loaf of 
bread. There is merely a little rising of the surface under 
the bow, the wheels scarcely splash the sides of the boat 
as they revolve, and the water joins again under the stem, 
leaving cmly a smooth cicatrice upon the surface. She ap- 
proaches the shore like a hound nosing out his own kennel ; 
her wheels desist, and she floats on silently as a feather. 
For a moment she stops to press against the wharf, and the 
post to which she is daily fastened : the wheels move gently 
back, and she is in her place. A little mustering is seen 
forward, about as much as is witnessed' at a horse-shoeing 
at a country blacksmith's, and she is again on her way. 
Not a loud word has been spoken ; yet in that busy moment, 
Mr. Smith*s family have landed, with their fourteen trunks ; 
Thomas Brown has sainted his wife, and bidden farewell 
liU to-morrow ; one bias landed to shoot or fish in the neigb- 
bonrhood, another has shipped his horse and gig for his own 
stable in the city, or a basket of beans for the market, while 
ftrewell is waved by fnends and acquaintances to raer- 
<diants, fishermen, and others, and the correspondence of 
^e neighbourhood is thrown upon deck in the little roail- 
kag. Away flies the boat, followed with a few nods and 
fazes, to return again at the fixed hour, and renew the 
•cene* 



CHAPTER VI. 

The Sea-shore— Long Branch— Bathing — Scenery^-l 
Forms of Danger and Modes of Escape. 

Long Branch is a favourite resort to the citizens oC 
New- York, and still more so to those of Philadelphia, 
although they have to perform a long monotonous ride, over 
a sandy path, across a pine plain to reach it, while the route 
from New- York is by steam, excepting four of the last 
miles. A description of the place may be given in a few 
words ; yet nothing short of a visit to it, and a long 
familiarity with its aspect in different states of weather* 
will give any person an adequate idea of its attractions. 

I had visited many points of our more northern sea-coast 
before I saw Long Branch, but had found none of them re- 
sembling it in all its striking characteristics. Here a smooth, 
and handsome plain extends to the very borders' of the sea* 
You have no indication of your approach to it in the bleak 
hills, beds of sand, masses of rock, or clusters of fishing- 
huts, which in other places generally prepare you for what 
you are to behold. On the contrary, when you look out 
from the hard-jolting Jersey wagon in which you are trans- 
ported across the state, or from the steamboat-landing at 
Red Bank, you see retired farms or small villages, or more 
frequently a smooth road overshadowed by forest-trees, 
such as you would suppose might extend a hundred miles 
in any direction. You are surprised, therefore, when, as 
the horses turn in front of the hotel, you find the grassy 
plain suddenly terminating, and at the depth of forty feet 
beneath, observe the roar and tumult of the never-ceasing 
waves rolling from the very horizon. 

Little arbours have been erected on the verge of the 
sandy precipice, furnished with seats, and covered with 

4» 
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green boughs, where you may at any hour of a clear day 
enjoy an agreeable shade, and the sight of a white beach 
extending several miles to the right and left, continually 
lashed by the billows of the ocean. At night the scene is 
often still finer than by day; for then, the eyes being less 
called into requisition amid ibe geti6f al obscurity, the ear 
is more sensible to the sounds which fall upon it, anc) the 
feetiiigs aro: m a smfolav mtaiiAler aieeted by the roar, dash- 
ing, and concnssiOTis^ of n^ai^ ^eiM dislant ws»res. Some of 
these are dimly seen, and others only heard as they strike 
tqi[>o]l i^Oifie more remote part of the shore. 

The sandy precipice appears to be' ctei^het* slowly 
erutnblhig ilud'ti^iearitig dfWay. Whjr it iisi able to resist *t 
alt the unintermilted viorence* of the imiiienBe pow^r which 
h Continually diredled' ag^hist it, is ^t first not eiisily es!- 
plained. At t&is seadon of the yeai* there is a beatiftfitii 
Iwnk of white sand fbrmed for its prot^titioii, a little in ^d- 
tance, which e:[ttends with ^e greatest uniformity aiisr ftu' av 
the eye can reach, and suffers not a drop of the i^ter tb 
pass beyond it, except when the spray is dtiveti much higher 
\ti^ usual during a violent easteriy storm* lb the warmer 
\ nS^ons, when you descend from the precipice, thci*cfor(B, 
^ you find yourself for a mo'ment shut oUt^fh)nt' the view of 
the ocean, by the intervention of the summit of this bank, 
which may be about twenty-five feet above the lievel of the 
water ; and after surmounting that, yon tread the hard beach, 
which descends with a smooth and' gentle slope, and is 
swept every few seconds by another and another wave that 
here spends the force it has exjertied, perhaps, oVef hundreds 
of miles of water without intermissVon. Nature never actsr 
without doing something to gratify the taste of man, either 
fbr the beautiful or the sublime, and very often consults it 
in both. While the thundering roar of the sea was every 
moment striking upon my eara, and the successive deluges 
that flooded the lower part of the beach seemed suflicient 
to tear rocks in pieces, it was pleasing to see how efiectu- 
ally its violence was tamed, and its power harmlessly spent, 
by the ascent of the beach. By directing itis course up an 
inclined phme, itd impulse was graddallylost^ and the water 
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spontaneously sunk back, like a feeble child after an effortt 
Miing again into the arms of its mother*. The highest 
point gained by the strongest waves was marked by a 
waving line of sea-weeds, gracefhUy festooned on the 
smooth sand for miles in length. Children, who delight to 
gather shells from the brim of old ocean's bowl, may safely 
stray down to this line, and do often ventmre far below it ; 
bnt sometimes our whole party was seen flying before a gianl 
wave, which hurried at our heels, as if to terrify us for ' 
eneroachmg too far on the empire of the sea. 

One great pleasure in visiting a scene like this, is to wit- 
ness the natural influence which the aspects of the ocean 
have upon the human mind. The gay and young, who are 
brought in crowds by wealthy parents from the capitals, 
may stand side by side with the solitary invalid, or the 
fisherman's son, and all participate iii the same feelings. 
We may hear of the good beds, the fine dinners, or some- 
times of the choice wine furnished to visiters at Lod|^ 
Branch ; but I am happy to believe that most of those who 
love the place love it for its natural, its real beauties^ and 
go home better than they came. Certain it is, that friendships 
may be here cultivated which will be valuable elsewhere, 
and that impressions worth possessing may be communicated 
to the young and the old. The scenes which present them- 
selves to the opening eye, and the sounds which strike upon 
the ear, tend to prepare the feelings for useful instructions ; 
and if the parent seeks opportunities to convey them, a more 
favourable place could hsurdly be found among our fashion* 
9hVe resorts. 

On tins subject I naay, perhaps, say something in the 
way of brief hmts hereafter. For myself, unhappily, I did 
not come well provided with the means of self-instruo^ 
tion; bat I cannot here stop to lament my ignorance or 
neglect, for I had soon other things to think of. I had de-A 
seended to the beach with a company of bathers, and was 
dduged by a roaring wave that suddenly rolled up and 
engulfed us all. Then it was that I first fully realized the 
amount of water-pewer (ae the too technical term is) which 
is constantly wasted upon the coast, and the cause of the 
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wmd-banks which mark the margin of the ocean in al^ 
climates and regions^ I was suddenly lifted up, rolled this 
way and that, and then drawn downwards by a force I had 
neither time, energy, nor skill enough to oppose, and felt for 
a moment as if I had owed my life to a neighbour who held 
me up by my bathing-robe. As the returning flood rushed 
by me, bushes of pebbles rolled rapidly o?er my naked feet 
uid against my andes, as if resolved to deprive me of my 
only support. Instead of retreating to dry ground, as I 
wished to do, my companions hurried much farther down, 
apparently drawing me with them, to meet another wave, 
which came foaming on more violently than its predecessor ; 
and, before I had recovered from the stupifying effect of the 
former, I felt myself sealed up tighter and longer than bo* 
fore : eyes, ears, nose, mouth, breath, and all. How little 
like a man does a man feel in such circumstances ! Plunged 
in an element foreign to his nature, the use of all his senses 
QDtkrely suspended, unless the growling in the ears is to be 
called hearing, and the sensation of cold and wetness iis 
fSseling — ^the legs useless, because the feet are lifted above 
terra firma, or rather the sand and water moving below 
j you I This is one of the cases in which a native American 
citizen may be suddenly disfranchised. What benefit did I 
derive at that time from my birth-right ? Of what use was 
it to me that there were written laws, courts, jurors, lawyers, 
and judges, that I might have claimed the rights of a citizen 
in any state of the Union, when here, not twenty feet from 
high-water mark, I might be taken feloniously, with malice 
aforethought, and thrown into the jaws of such a beast of a 
billow, exposed to death, or at least put into great consterna- 
tion ? Is there no statute for such case made and provided 1 
Is there no writ that will issue against the perpetrators of 
such an enormity? Who is safe? Who can boast of the 
privilege of existing in this republic, while the very judge 
on the bench, or just off it, if he happens to step into the 
water at Long Branch, may be thus suddenly deprived of 
every right dear to nature ? 

r^ All this, and more, perhaps, passed through my mind while 
I remained submerged ; but I can give no adequate idea of 
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the state of detperatioQ in which I remained, until I found 
my head above water, and felt at liberty to breathe, to look, 
and to spelak. What I was prepared to say I need not here 
record, for it was never uttered. The power which had so 
unceremoniously drawn me into the water was not that of a 
rude companion, as I might have supposed, but the irre* 
sistible torrent which had also borne away my old friends. 
These now reappeared with me, and were standing beside 
me, overwhelmed with n torrent of laughter, and quite un^ 
able to answer my angry interrogatories. My vexation, 
perhaps, still more excited their mirth, which soon showed 
itself in a manner that I could not resist ; and after forgetting 
my late embarrassment, I consented to descend once more 
into the brine, and had on the whole a delightful bath. 

By a remarkable provision of nature, which seems de» 
signed for benevolent purposes as well as that which has 
thrown up the sandbeach, a partial barricade of the same 
material is generally found heaped up by the waves at a 
eonaiderable distance firom the shore, over which the ap* 
proaching billows first turn in foam, and begin to lose their 
force. Its position is marked by a white line, which the 
eye can trace for miles up and down, parallel to the sinuoai* 
ties of the shore, and everywhere serving the same pur^ 
poee. Such bars have sometimes proved of use, by re* 
ceiving vessels when driving on towa^tls a rocky shore be» 
fore an irresistible storm ; and many a published account of 
a shipwreck makes mention of them. In many cases, how* 
ever, vessels have only remained upon these outer ban 
until so strained as to leak dangerously; and then, afUr 
being beaten over them by the force of repeated waves, have 
•nnk before reaching the shore. 

Every thing relating to shipwrecks is of interest along 
this coast, where multitudes of vessels of different sizes have 
been lost, and where fragments of old decks, spars, &o. fiuv 
nish the scattering farm-houses with much of their fuel, and 
remind the visiter, during his strolls on the beach, of the 
dreadful disasters and sufferings of which it is almost an* 
Dually the scene. As being wrecked is too often inevitable 
here, how to be wrecked most aoientifieally becomes a queftt 
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tion of importance. Strange as it may sound, there is sueh 
a thing as running a ship on shore elegantly, and meriting 
the command of a larger vessel by losing a smaller one in 
the right manner. Suppose, for instance, that one of the 
ships frequently to be seen here on the horizon, instead of 
shunning this shore as they are fain to do, should be blown 
by an irresistible wind towards it, until it became evident 
that it must strike. It is now lejf^ to the master to deter- 
mine whether she shall lie with her side or her stem to the 
waves after she has ceased to float. If that the flat stem 
should receive their full force, like St. Paul's ship at Melita, 
the vessel could not long resist the shocks, which are violent 
almost beyond calculation. If she should present her side 
in an inclined position, the waves would waste a part of their 
force upon it as they do upon the beach ; but then the con- 
dition of the crew would be forlorn, as the sea must make 
what is called a fair breach over her. But there is U possi- 
bility, in some cases, by the exercise of much skill, of lay- 
ing a ship ashore in a still more favourable position, viz. so 
that the waves shall strike her bows and cut themselves in 
two. If the captain and his men retain their self-possession 
to the last moment, the vessel may possibly be made to 
wear just before she strikes, and touch the ground stem first. 
If after this she is not turned too far by the wind or the sea, 
her situation is tolerably comfortable for a desperate one. 
But then other dangers are to be apprehended. A ship 
seldom & materially injured by the first contact with the 
ground ; but terrible lesiks are often produced afterward by 
her being repeatedly lifted up by the waves and dropped 
again upon the hard bottom by their sudden retiring. If, 
after this, as has been already remarked, she is^ carried into 
deep water, unless the pumps can keep her hold from fill- 
hig too fast, she must sink, and probably every person on 
board, as well as the cargo, will go down with her. 

In several instances, which were mentioned to me by 
some of the older inhabitants of this dangerous coast, the 
tops of masts peeping out of the water between the shoal 
and the beach, have given the first intimation of melancholy 
midnight-wrecks. It is comparatively more common, I be* 



lieve, on approaching the shore in the moming, to see some 
fine vessel fixed upon the shoal, with her spars partly gone, 
and partly loaded with signals of distress, and her decks 
either crowded with anxious sufferers, or swept of those 
who might have told of the events of the night. 

But the danger above mentioned is sometimes passed in 
safety. Some vessels are borne over the shoal with greater 
or less injury, and landed, not gently, perhaps, but perma* 
iMnlly, upon the beach, which now presents to our eyes so 
fine a sight, so safe and beautiful a walk. But ah ! how 
difiTerent a spot to them, when the fury of an equinoctial 
storm is raging, which every autumn drives back the beach 
some sixty or eighty feet, so that the slope commences at 
the sandy cliff itself, over which the billows attempt to 
break, and which is often rendered almost unapproachable 
by the spray. 

When a vessel has once been thrown upon this beach, the 
danger of sinking is past, and the ocean immediately 
begins to employ itself actively for the security of the ves« 
sel and cargo, aa well as for the protection of those on 
board against further damage. The force of the wind, and 
still m(Mre that of successive waves, is employed to push it 
further and further up the acclivity, and nearer to the dry 
land ; and afler the hull has remained stationary for a short 
time, a stronger wave rolls in, which rises higher than its 
immediate predecessors, holds it an instant afloat again, 
and thrusts it unceremoniously a little further up the steep ; 
then retiring, leaves it, perhaps, in the spot where it is to 
fidl piece-meal, and where its keel is to decay. Besides the 
power of the waves rolling in from the ocean, the ship*' 
wrecked vessel and her unfortunate crew find benefit fron» 
their retirement : for as each wave flows back again down 
the descending beach, it bears rapidly over its smooth sur* 
face cart*loads of the loose pebbles and sand which so 
much incommode the inexperienced bather. Their quantity, 
and the size of the beach-stones, are increased by the vio« 
lence of the waves in a gale, and the process of grinding 
gravel into sand is vastly facilitated. This mass of moving^ 
substances is ready to accumulate rapidly against every 
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obstacle that is fixed sufficiently to resist it in its descent j 
and no sooner is a vessel left to rest upon the beach, than a 
bank begins to be formed of sand and stones deposited there 
by the retbing waves. A causey thus self*«onstracted from 
the wreck to the shore has in some instances offered the 
crew the earliest means of escape ; and in particular cir- 
eumstances may have proved their only safety* If a vess^ 
should Aus be thrown upon a beach when the tide is near 
its ebb, and the bank be formed in time to allow the crew 
opportunity to escape over it to the land at low water, they 
lirould be saved the hazards attending another flood-tide, the 
floating of the ship again, with perhaps a change of wind 
that might drive it into deep water and sink it: to say 
nothing of a prolonged exposure to wet, cold, fear, fatigue^ 
alid hunger* 

The ship which has been thrown upon such a beach as 
this, nearly at the height of the tide, and for which the sea 
is rapidly constructing an embankment to the i^ore, is per^ 
haps in the most favourable and hopeful condition in which 
a wreck can be situated. Yet how replete with inoonve- 
liiences, with distresses and dangers, is such a situation to 
those on b6ard ! The disaster may have occurred within a 
brief hour of the time when the crew had indulged sanguine 
hopes of escape from serious injury by the storm, or when, 
after prolonged labours, suflerings, and apprehensions, they 
have neither physipal nor mental energy to endure their 
present trials, or to avail themselves of any favourable cir- 
cumstances in their situation. They are probably ignorant 
of the cbast on which they are thrown, and involved in the 
obscurity of an atmosphere troubled with tempests, sm> 
charged with mist, rain, or flying spray, and perhaps dark* 
ened by night. Thus the mariner is often kept in anxious 
suspense, and apprehends the utmost danger even when his 
escape is almost secured. Sometimes, acting under ill- 
founded apprehensions of their prospects, lives have been 
unnecessarily exposed and sacrificed; boats have been 
prematurely launched and swamped on spots which in a 
short time might have been passed on foot dry-shod. Bat 
how can men be expected always to form and act upon cor* 
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lect opinions, in eirctmuitances to trying and so doubtful! 
Who can distinguish between a thousand di£5erent parts of 
our coast, even in the clearest weather, and when sailing 
safely and prosperously by, even with time to refled, 
and to consult books and charts! The hundreds of 
miles which intervene along the Atlantic border from near 
&uidy Hook to the Gape of Florida, present, with but 
iew exceptions, one uniform appearance: low lands and 
■wamps faced with beaches, over which ^a forest alone ii 
generaiiy distinguishable, with no pTomLaent mountains or 
eoDspicuoHS capes to give bearings, and few secure harbouss 
to offer a refuge. This singular part of the coast, at Long 
Branch and its vicinity, extending for about six miles, is 
said to be distingiushed by one peculiarity, from eveiy othsr 
part of the seaboard of the United States. Here alone ths 
arable -land extends to Uie very verge of Neptune's domaioa, 
and here are seen the only corn-fields whose outer rows ase 
aaltcd by the spray of the ocean. But this trait, however 
agreeable and striking to the laud traveller, and valuable la 
the farmer who* reaps the. harvests, affords little advantage 
to the navigator in enabling him to ascertain his position. 

How important are some of the devices which itte humane 
and ingenious have invented for the rescue of their fellow- 
beings exposed to death by shipwreck ! '* I have both talked 
and written to men of influence," .said a plain farmer of this 
vicinity to me, " on the importance of supplying us with the 
laeans of saving men from death, who are every seasaa 
east within our view, in the midst of perils which th^ might 
escape with our aid, if we had a simple apparatus placed at 
our command, by which a rope might be dirown firom a gun 
to a ship on shore." Repeated instances he referred to, in 
which crews had been lost within a short distance of the 
land, in moat^ if not all of which, he felt confident, such an 
apparatus might have been effectual. The result of his 
remarks was to convince me, that the subject is of suffidbenit 
importance to justify the appropriation of a liberal sum of 
money by our government, to inqulBS for facts and opinioaid 
and to inake experiments. If it should be judged praslica» 
Ue, afier thi% another appropriation s^iould be made to cwjr 
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a good plan into effect Whatever the apparatus might be* 
whether lif&>boat8 of the best construction, or guns, or mor- 
tars 'for throwing ropes, it should be mounted on carriages, 
supplied with harness, and placed in the charge of some 
humane and responsible individual, or at the direction of the 
town-authorities. From the interest felt by the respectable 
inhabitants of this part of the coast, in the safety of men, 
and sometimes females, thus exposifed to desperate hazards 
and sufferings under their eyes, I am persuaded that the 
most laudable exertions would ever be made for their safety. 
For my own part, if I were to be shipwrecked, I would 
willingly trust myself to the care of the hardy and humane 
Bidividuals whom I have known in this vicinity. Those 
alone who have had experience in the delicate task of con- 
dncting a common boat through the surf and over the 
breakers, can now be trusted to transport men to the land, 
even when the sea is but in a moderate state of agitation ; 
hut if life-boats were at hand, other arms might be employed 
JA an emergency, beside those of the most skiljful fisher- 



CHAPTER VII. 

Hew-Toik — ^Books — ^The Apparatus of Literature — ConyersatioBs 

with BookseUera on> Public Taste, Sui. — ^A Friend returned from a 

Tour to Europe — ^Foreiffn Feelings and Ignorance respecting Ame- 

riod — ^Varying aspects of the Streets of the Metropoiis—Impressions 

.firom observing them. 

. It is strange to see how much better the public taste is 
dften understood by booksellers than authors; and with 
what certainty they can sometimes foretel the fate of a book 
after hearing only a brief description of it, or after glancing 
at the table of contents or the title-page, than the man 
who studied and laboured over the pages for months or 
jrears, and lay awake whole nights to cut and piece it in 
conformity with the state of society. This iact^ whidb no 
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one can doobl after proper inquirf, is so much in oppositioa to 
oommoii nilee apf^ying t6 other subjects, that I sought light 
on it while in New-York. We always should expect to 
find a tailor better acquainted with the size of his customers* 
shoulders than anybody else, and more likely to discover 
whether a coat be too narrow to fit, too long in the sleeves, 
or too tight under the alms. But it is not so with your author 
and his work. H^ deliberates for weeks or months upon 
his subject^ then upon his plan, then on the size of his bookt 
the mode and time Ibr its appearance; and after having 
fixed all these, and changed hiift intention over and over 
again, and at length completed his work as he finally deter- 
mines, he is the most anxious man in the nation till he 
ascertains whether he has succeeded or failed. This he 
now feels utterly unable to judge of, until he has facts to 
form an opinion upon, and actually sees whether or not his 
book has sold. But not so with the bookseller. He has 
rules, or instinct, or some other guide, by which he oflen can 
judge of the fate of a work, before it has been grasped after 
or rejected by a single customer ; and, as if by some secret 
eleetneity, a uniform presentiment concerning a book some* 
times pervades the whole trade from the moment of its ap» 
pearance, or even from a very early period after its an- 
nouncement. 

There are cases in which they have experience to refer 
to, and then they may prejudge as we might the shoemaker, 
who had pinched us in the toes, and was about to shoe a 
neighbour with still larger feet than our own. But, in the 
grcAt majority of cases, the bulk of the booksellers da not 
know the author, or are not well acquainted with the subject 
on which he writes, or both, and therefore cannot judge of 
what is to come from what has happened. 

To show what kind of satisfaction I got from some con- 
versation on books during my stay in New- York, I will 
give a brief recapitulation of ^hat I heard in some of the 
printing-offices and book-stores. Some of these are exceed- 
ingly large and rich ; and the grand review of the wholo 
typographic park and batteries of the capital is worthy 
oif tto attention of «n intelligent traveller. The most maft 
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difieenc pretses in ite world are racking and groaning in a 
llaodrkl difTeretit streets, from Messrs. Harper's mammotli 
pow«r-press downwards, like so many mills for grinding the 
wheat, bran, and shorts with which even the almost insatia- 
ble literary appetite of the American public is surfeited. 
The four or five principal stereotype-fonndries are also 
tery large establishments, some of which are cimnected 
with type^bundries, and printing-offices of twenty and thirty 
jpesses. 

** My friend," said a most intelligent and virtuous South 
American just from Europe, on entering a spacious room 
wtiere two rows of men Were casting types in the old way, 
one at a time; ''my friend, despotism will never prevsiil 
against us.'^ On being introducind, however, into a place 
where twenty boys, with machines, were doing the work of 
Ibrty men, he was lost in surprise and pleasure, and declared 
llM he almost pitied the poor despots who had to contest 
igainst such weapons so rt^idly^forged, and so irresistible. 
The troth is, we ought to e:iLhibit the press to our children, 
te a machine little nnderstood, and ^consequently- much 
aJ^Qsed. It would be an improving lesson to every child to 
be led to the village printing-office once a year, and hear 
comments on the nature, history, and uses of this great im- 
plement of civilization, morality, and religion. 
" Bat to return to book-store conversation. '^Have you 
seen the new number of this magazine ? It u astonishingly 
popular. The publisher had but oAe course to pursue, and 
he took the right one. He had not capital enough to spend 
t large sum at once, to pay an editor of known talents, and 
Iherefore could not expect his support from the learned* 
So he got it up as hamdsomely as he knew how, and has 
taken measures to have it well puffed in the newspapers. 
The consequence is, that he has had great success.** I 
iaw this publisher ; and remarked to him that his merits, as 
I had understood, were generally acknowledged. Yes, he 
replied, he had taken good care about that. It would be iK 
miOi he said, if any man should expect his works to h6 
Mitemedi if the newspapers did not commend them over 
aid over agam; and lo eecore Ihit end means rnnsl be wed. 
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* If I should lie down under my eonnter, and expect the 
public to give me credit for my merits, they would nertr 
know or care whether I had any or not* They would not 
know whether it was a man or a dog there in the dark. So 
I have ^ven my numbers as good an appearance and as 
great a variety as possible, and now shall be able to do 
what I please, with such patronage as I enjoy." I expressed 
a hope that his periodicsd would soon aim to exceed the best 
of its class in other countries. Yes, he hoped it would be 
an honour to our own, by having no superior in the world. 
He had taken great pains to get such paper as is used in 
England, and was to put a cover on the next number of the 

same colour and devices as the London , which was ; 

extremely elegant, and universally admired. Literature, - 
thought I, has abundant reason to smile at her prospects in ; 
America, or rather to laugh at them ! Lucky that none of ; 
ike foreign tourists were present to tell this story abroad ! 

** You may blame us as much as yOu please," said another ■ 
publisher ; " I have no more public spirit, perhaps, than the ■ 
rest of my craft, but I have at Iqast no objection to my hooka | 
having real merit, or to their being written by Americana. ; ^ 
At any rate, I have made some exertions to secure both, . 
and paid a good- deal of money...- BuMttt the blanre-does | 
Bot~rest jRHlh us. We must sell our books, or we must stop ' 
printing: that is very clear. If then there is nobody to in* 
form the public of the merits of different works, how will 
they ever know them? You 4iterary g o ntlcroc n dar not . 
estabK^jceviewsin whidi the public place much confidence^ 
and, what is worse, you do not read one half the hooka 
which appear while they are fresh, as you say, for want of 
time. You miust setde that with your consciences — I do 
mot pretend to judge you. You will not attempt to improve 
or even to direct public taste, and have left it to itself and 
to us. Now judge whether we have done our duty better 
than yourselves or not. We had to begin with a low taste^ 
and have had to raise it, if it has been raised. Well, we 
did it in what we believe to be the only way in our power. 
We have always endeavoured to print as good books as tho 
ic coidd be brought to read, and have more than once 
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orershot oar mfttky peifaafM, wUhoat «Ter falling below it 
{The remit thus far has been a perceptible suid general im- 
pfOTement ni 4^ertain classes of books; and as we are 
tkicouraged infursuing our course, we intend to persist in it» 
end hope to see still more important results. 

<' But to give you an idea," continued the bookseller, ^ of 
the form and circumstances under 'which public taste ap- 
pears to our crs^ A publisher, perhaps, pays a young man 
who has a profession and leisure a hundred dollars to make 
a Tolume of newspaper scraps, and put some odd name to 
it : or he'll meet with a manuscript of the Adventures of 
Timothy Terrible, or some other well-known individual, 
and will bargain with the author for it By the time it 
has been out a fortnight, we have Orders for the whole 
edition, and half another. A correspondent writes from the 
South, — The fifty Timothy T. received, and please send us 
seventy-five more'. From the North we get,-^Please send, 
on receipt of this, one hundred copies of Tim. Terrible. 
— P.S. By first boat 

** Well, we think weUl try a little more American literature, 
as that appears to be rising. Come, we'll give 'em some- 
thing a little solid. So we come out, we will suppose, with 
a learned work on the History, Character, ^d Condition of 
the Crim Tartars, past, present, and to come ; and almost 
aimultaneoosly with the Life and Writings of General Some- 
body, one of the greatest men in our Republican history, 
the property of the nation. For each of these we'll suppose 
we pay eight hundred dollars, — cash, you understand. 
Well, our customers, in about ten days, begin to write,-— 
Send us no more Generals or Crim Tartars. They don't 
go down. — N.B. Too dry and too true. Grentlemen, we 
•end you back fopty-nine Crim Tartars and all the Generals* 
They don't suit our market Now mind, here's two octavo 
volumes: investment on each about three thousand, yet^ 
thirty-five hundred dollars, including copy-right Well, they . 
aie good books, that is,- so people say ; and they sell easy 
along, one here and one there. But here comes in old 
Squire Jones, or Colonel West^ or some such gentleman, and 
lakes one of these books. * Well,' he says, ^here's a work 
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rm glad to see. I know the aothor, mr^ and Iie'4i a man of 
aterling merit. Why I knew hun when yoar father waa ao 
high. Yes, air, that book ought to sell-a-it will aell--don*t 
3FOU find it 80 r * Why, 3re8, colonel, I anppiae it would, if 
everybody had your penetration. How many shall I aeod 
yon V * Oh, oh, why, I don't know, I have no time to read 
jnat now; but perhaps I'll call in some time when I have^ 
I suppose I can get it any day this month, can't I V ' Yee, 
I'm afraid so, or next year either.' Well, Dr. Studious 
expresses his pleasure at the appearance of a book so pro- 
fiMind on the Crim Tartars. * Ck)me -h^^re, sir, I'll sit 
down and tell^ you what I know about the author and his 
£uthful investigations into his subject.' 'Why, doctor,' 
aaya I, ' T think you had better read the book, and give me 
a short pithy recommendation of it for the information of the 
public My own opinion is already made up.' *Why, 
air,' says the doctor^ * I have a share, in a library, where I 
expect to find it ; and if I should want it, perhaps youll 
have a cheaper edition by-and-by.' 

^ Now so it goes ; and while I'm talking with one of the 
learned gentlemen, two or three men come in, and want 
eight or ten Timothy Terriblea a piece ; and the amount of 
it ia, that while we must wait two or perhaps three years to 
get a profit of six or seven hundred dollars on an investment 
of thirty-five hundred, in six months we run off two editions 
of a work that we've got up for six hundred dollars eaeh, 
and have cleared, perhaps, a thousand, besides the stereo- 
type-plates ready for more. Encouraging solid literatures 
uid American authors is a good thing to talk about, it sounda 
very well ; tod I should like much to practise it more and > 
more. It ia easy to say, O, its all the publisher's fault, — / 
jTOu've no business to print such trash, and you should jiot j 
go oat of the country so much for books. But here yon ^ 
aee are the facta. Now what are you going to do in such - 
a eaae? -j 

** Go and aak the learned and the good, the intelligent 
and the influential, why they can't take the trouble to 
examine works as they appear, or before, and let their 
ooanftryBMn know wUeh are good and which bad. A few 
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just commendations would soal the raccess of good works 
and good writers, now overlooked and unknown ; and a few 
good death-blows against bad books would kill, along with 
Sie works, their authors, and periiaps the taste which sus- 
tains them." 

<< I want ten Timothy Terrible," said a customer, inters 
mpting the speaker. " Excuse me, sir," said he, breaking 
off, " for talking so long about this matter. I only want to 
let you understand that it is not all the fault of the book- 
sellers. Hadn't you better take twenty copies, sir ?" 

An intelligent, pure, and warm-hearted friend, just landed 
from Europe, grasped my hand at a comer. Amid the bustle 
of Broadway, he had recognised my countenance ; and out 
of the thousands of names which must have struck his ears 
since we had met, he found mine ready on his tongue, like 
one still near his heart. What feelings such a meeting ex- 
cites. How gratifying to find such a friend, though changed, 
yet the same. His observant eyes, how much they must 
have seen ; his discriminating and original mind, how much 
it must have accomplbhed in dividing the gold from the 
dross; his rich memory, how its stores must have been 
enlarged ! His grasp and his eye told how foreign scenes 
had warmed his heart for home, and assured rae Uiat I had 
a key to all its treasures. 

^ The view I have taken of Europe," said he, <* has put 

my mind into new trains of thought, in which I have been 

indulging during my voyage homeward. And what a com* 

panion is the sea, what associates are the waves and storms 

. Ibr one who is occupied with subjects of interest and im* 

;: portance ! The United States, imperfectly known as they 

( are, exercise a most powerfi^ sway upon the most influential 

\ minds of Europe. They constantly contemplate us, and 

I admire and hope, through a crooked glass and misty air. 

\ Their views are very imperfect; their ccmceptions emda 

'and oflen erroneous ; and we have as much reason, perhaps, 

to regret the over-estimates made of us on some points, as 

the oversight of our advantages or merits on oUiers. I regret 

to say that the best informed men of Britain iqppear, so fai 

as I ean qpeak from knowledge, exceedingly ill aoqindnted 
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with the geography is well as the mstitutioiM and state of 
society in this coBntry, We are, indeed, peihaps, too mncb 
ineiined to be surprised at this and to pity it. We conyerse 
of Ekigland with etery advantage, because onr very school* 
books, ae well as our libraries, were English, nntil within onr 
own recollection ; and many of ns in onr earliest years wero 
tanght more of their history, geography, biography, and evefi 
eedesiastical and political afiairs, than of onr own. But their 
course of education, in all its grades, has little more refer- 
ence to America than it had before Columbus sailed frooi 
Spain. Their instructors want teaching before they can bo 
competent on this branch of knowledge ; and whence then 
is it possible for the people to be well informed of our con- 
ditioii t Our teacherd, on the contrary, our fathers and our 
countrymen, until recently, have directed almost all their 
attention to foreign lands, and read only foreign bodes. 
When therefore intelligent men in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland expressed their surprise at my familiarity with 
English books and men, the geography and scenery of the 
eo uirt r y, I could, not but feel that they over-estimated it, 
beeause they contrasted it with thei^ own ignoraiice of 
AoMriea^ 

** We ought to exert ourselves more than we do to infom 
onr European brethren concerning our country and our- 
wtb^tMf to remove erroneous impressions, and prevent their 
Mling into new mistakes. But how shall this be donef 
Shall we send them our periodical publications or our 
books! Which of them would do us justice, and at the 
same time be instructive tp them ? In far too many of our 
writers an afifctation of foreign sentiments and foreign stylo 
removes every American feature irom their productions, while 
in otfae!r» the perverted views und degraded language of the 
low level from which they have lately risen would at onee 
mislead and disgust a person seeking for information con- 
cerning our state and society. Some publications we have 
of an elevated t<me, and a just and commanding influence at 
home and abroad. But these are either scientific or devoted 
to literature in general, or at least so much more designed 
tedie nse of ounndves than <tf others, thai they woukL net 
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ierve their purpose. Foreigners are i^porant of the very 
dements of onr society. They need to know the indi- 
Tiduals of whom it is composed, and comprehend the mutual 
action and reaction of domestic life and the public institu- 
tions. They can neither conjecture at the application of 
our laws to our circumstances, nor understand what were 
the circumstances which required them ; much less can they 
explain the effects Which are^ produced. They wonder lit 
us, as at a- new specimen of mechanism ; and our country 
excites as ill-defined admiration as did the ship May-flower 
among the Indians of Massachusetts Bay, when the Pilgrims 
arrived on the coast. They are slow to ascertain the 
causes of its motion, and never can resolve the forces by 
which it is impelled. Still, here is the object constantly 
before them ; and the more they gaze the more they are in- 
terested. Now I do not see how they are to be taught, 
otherwise than as an apprentice learns his trade. Familiar- 
ise them with the ordinary details, as we are familiarized 
with our own society in childhood. Do we not understand 
Scottish life at different periods of history, through the familiar 
scenes presented by Sc^ott, better- than we could learn them 
from almost any investigation we might make into history 
and legislation ! Let some of their intelligent . men come 
and spend months in our families, conformmg to the customs 
of the people, and observing, without preconceived opinioasy 
how society goes on. After suffici^it attention to the 
practical operation of our system, they would be able lo 
enlighten others in the grammar of our society. Until this, 
or some equally simple and sensible measure shall be 
adopted, we shall be overrated by some, underrated by^ 
many, and annually inspected by tourists, who will by turns 
make us laughing-stocks and objects of disgust to ourselves 
and others. 

**But, seriously, this subject has struck me with much 
force. All misrepresentations of us are injurious at home 
and abroad. It is of immense consequence to the world, 
that aU mankind should see what we know of the success 
with which political, civil, and religious liberty have been put 
to ineffeotuialf ha rmon ioust and most happy opentimi snosf 
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OS. They ought to know^-^what they eertainly would if 
they knew us well,— ^at all men may live in the enjoyment 
of a similar state of society, whenever circumstances shall 
enable them to try it They would see, too> that our system 
k not necessarily unfriendly to learning in any of its de- 
grees ; that influence is not necessarily denied to the good 
and allowed to the bad ; that the tendency of things in any 
respect is not to degradation. On the c.ontrary, they would 
learn that knowledge and virtue, being indispensable to the 
•tate^ and vice and debasement of every kind dangerous to 
private, because to public interests, the strongest motives 
exist in such a country to cultivate the purest virtue, and to 
diffuse the utmost knowledge, while facilities, before un- 
known, are daily offered for the propagation of both. 



CHAPTER VIIL 



KBW>Toik continued — Foreign Residents and Visiters— Foreign 

Books. 



Nbw-York is, indeed, multum in parvo, and contains not 
tnAy individuals from most of the travelling nations of the 
eaxili, but societies of French, Spaniards, Germans, Italians,; 
4^1 of considerable extent. For these and others there . 
are particular haunts. It is no longer necessary tq go 
id>road to see the habits of Europeans : by proper means, a 
gentleman may fxrocure an introduction to respectable and 
friendly foreign residents, whose domestic arrangements 
show much of the peculiarities of their respective coun- 
tries ; while at several boarding-houses, hotels, and eating- 
houses, by taking a single meal, you may get a lively 
sketch of several distant countries at a time. The latest 
eomers from Europe and Asia are generally to be seen or 
heard of at Delmonico's in the course of '* ordinary** hours ; 
and a person has only to keep his «yee.and ears open to get 
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some of the idaas tfaey bring with them of the ootrntenanee^ 
dress, language, manners, and habita of many of his brethren 
of the huolan race whom he will never see. Now and then 
an individual may- be found among our countrymen who 
takes peculiar pleasure in bringing such peculiarities to 
light. 

Such was an old bachelor I could name, of an apparently 
ascetic character, who always looks grave, and never 
smiks. He is very thin, with a sour look, and goes 
wrapped up carefully to the ears, so that he seems to be 
always cold, let the weather be i^ever so pleasant, and 
displeased even if things go on never so welL He takes 
pains to draw foreigners into conversation by using some 
word in their language in speaking to a waiter; andf 
though he cannot speak a sentence in any foreign tongue, 
with attentive looks and occasional grunts and nods, makes 
them suppose he comprehends all they say, and will some- 
times sit and hear one talk a half hour without betraying 
his ignorance of what is spoken. 

Others, and more rational men, I have known, who liked 
occs^sionally to resort to such places to familiarize them- 
selves with the languages and habits of difierent countries. 
' This may be made a useful practice ; for as the mind im- 
proves by exercise, so does the heart by expanding its feel- 
ings, and indulging benevolence towards many and various 
•objects. No one can spend a few moments in the society 
of intelligent and virtuous foreigners, without strongly real- 
ising that the study of man is. to be pursued among omr 
species, and not in a library. There is often great expo- 
sure to the youth in bringing him into contact unguardedly 
Willi all foreigners he may meet ; but if he is to be tauglU 
living languages, I would by all means put him among pei^ 
aons of pure character who speak them, that he might apply 
his views to a legitimate object, viz. the acqubition of vsdu- 
•ble facts. 

One is not likely to realize the number of books in foreign 
languages annually demanded in our country, until he sur- 
veys such of the stores as are principally deyoted to the 
sale of them. Compared ^th floods of, our own books, it 
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is true they foim but a small stream ; but yet they are more 
numerous than would be supposed. It is a pity that there 
are among them so many of the vicious French novels ; but i 
it might be expected that the injudicious instruction of sof 
many of our youth in a language, which is improperly re-w 
garded by many parents as a merely ornamental accom-\ 
plishment, without any care being taken to make it an intro* ) 
duction to profitable associates or useful books, would natu- f 
rally lead too many to dangerous sources of amusement. 
The truth probably is, that many a French author, unintelli- 
gible to the parent, is in the hands of a child whose fondness 
for it arises from a less commendable source than a love of 
gaining knowledge. O, this* business of learning modem 
languages is full of abuses. One abuse, however, some- 
times prevents a greater one. It is a comfort, in this view, 
to reflect, that probably not one in ten Of those who pretend 
to learn French ever reads it ; and not one in fifty, perhaps, 
ever speaks it. 

A great deal of science comes into the country in French^ 
books, and our physicians are, to a good extent, I believe, ! 
benefited by it, and of course the people. From Germany | 
we now import a. great many Gseek, Latin, and Hebrew 
works at very low prices, so that multitudes of instructers, 
students, and private gentlemen are, and many more may 
be, furnished with classics, and the S^iptures, in their origi- 
nals, for moderate sums, which would have been most cheer- 
folly paid by some of my friends in years past, and sufficed 
to fill libraries which were unfortunately too empty. When- 
ever Hebrew, Greek, and Latm shall be as generally taught, 
as easily learnt, and as practically used as they may be, 
the supply of this branch of literature must be swelled jinany 
times beyond its present bounds. 

The French and German novels form a pemicioQs mass \ 
of books, of vast amount, annually disgorged by the press, | 
upon a world that is rendered the more truly poor the richer j 
if is in such productions. The German light literature (as > 
it is called), thanks to their sublimated and ghost-making^ | 
brains, is so strange and uncouth that it can scarcely be! 
brought to touch this world, and therefore produces but littlet' 
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direct evil influence upon men's lives. Their novels tend to 
draw off the mind to " nonentities and quiddities ;" and as 
it is chiefly objects of sense which, when improperly pre- 
sented, tend to evil, there is a negative advantage in those 
ridiculous phantasies which possess no positive excellence^ 
C To look at the machinery of such works, - you might think 
them weapons raised to afflict the world ; bat they are so 
crooked and wavering in the hand, that it is but seldom they 
can be made to hit it to injure. Their writers waste time, 
it is true, for their readers ; and by removing the enclosures 
and land-marks of probability and common sense, turn 
minds, like cattle, into estrays ; but still they do not infii- 
tiate and madden them as the novel-writers of France. 
Many of these are notoriously vicious and corrupting 
at the present day ; for coming down to society as it is, 
packing off ghosts, and releasing virtues, vices, and epithets 
from the personifications in which they have been bound by 
the Germans, they lead up the most corrupt characters, 
arrayed in attractive garbs, and think that whoever can 
augar over the blackest fiend can make the best book. 
Booksellers themselves, who deal out such works to our 
public, sometimes shudder, like apothecaries, at the deadly 
nature of their poisonous wares. 

I visited a vessel just from Scotland, with about one hun- 
dred and fifty pj^sengfcrs ; and, oh ! the inquiries concern- 
ing friends, and news, and luggage, and children, — all in a 
broad dialect ! And then the groups of Swiss and German 
emigrants who move about in strange raiment, generally 
taking the middle of the streets, in Indian file, gazing, but, 
firom their frequency, no longer a gazing-stock — cocked hats, 
long queues, breeches justified on round their haunches, as 
; if never to come off. I have heard people complain in this 
* country of what " poor folks" must do. But in Europe 
t they find, through necessity, they can do ten times more. I 
] saw one day a crowd in the street, caused by a momentary 
' obstruction. I examined it in passing, and found that an 
Alsatian woman, with a monstrous bundle upon her head, 
and an infant in her arms, had suddenly stepped to pin the 
f(9ck of one of the children who were accompanying her ; 
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ftnd this she at len^h effected with all her embarrassments, 
and proceeded as if it were no extraordinary thing. 

When we observe the movements of men near at hand, 
the motives of their exertions and the results in which they 
end often excite our laughter ; while, if we contemplate them 
from a distance, and especially in large bodies, there is 
often something impressive and even exalted in the emotions 
which we experience. The very greatness of the mass, 
like the mountain or the sea, swells the mind which embraces 
It, and keeps its faculties, like so many arms and hands, in 
a state of tension, which, if not distressing, is at least so tire- 
some as to remove all disposition to ridicule. When we 
descend to some little subject, the mind finds its powers in 
e great mieasure unoccupied ; and as this is an unnatural 
state, it seeks employment in making deeper investigations 
and new combinations, which, in the case of a subject 
abounding in such self-contradictions and unreasonableness 
as man, must inevitably lead one to pity and another to ridi<r 
cule. Historians and warriors understand this matter, and 
endeavour to keep the eye of the world or of posterity fixed 
upon men in masses, or on individuals at a distance. They 
often obscure, conceal, patch up, or pervert the truth, by 
representing the individuals in any thing but their every-day 
dress. 

There is much that is ludicrous in the motley crowds^ 
rushing through Broadway at different hours ; but when the 
city is seen in one view, the sight is a solemn one. • If yon 
are called to depart, or if you by any chance arrive, in the 
dead of night, the vacancy and silence of the streets are ex-r 
ceedingly impressive. Tw-O hundred and forty thousand ^ 
people obeying the laws of nature at least in repose. The 
dead of night, strictly speaking, lasts but a very short time 
in the principal thoroughfares ; for the termination of the 
play at about twelve, and of fashionable parties at one, keeps 
up a rumbling of carriages for an hour or two, until the most 
remote routes have been performed, and the horses are re- 
turned to their stables. After this is over, half hours and 
even hours of almost total silence sometimes intervene, while 
the watchn^s^^ ii| the don^e of the pit^ Hall, proclaims to 
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^e ears of the sick and the watchful that another day is 
approaching, whether desired or apprehended by them. 

A cannon is fired at break of day on Governor's Island ; 
but before this the lines of milk, bread, and. butchers' carts 
are in motion, and some come rattling down the island from 
above, while others are collecting at the ferries on the Long 
Island and Jersey shores, and all are soon dinning the streets. 
From the heights of Brooklyn you may hear their rattling, 
increasing from feeble beginnings, until, joined by the drays 
proceeding from the north to the south part of the city to 
their stands, it swells into an unintermitted roar, like the 
sound of Niagara at Queenston, to stop not till midnight. 
Some time after daylight, while the lamps at the steamboat 
docks are stiU glimmering, and those in the streets which, 
by mistake, have had oil enough, the first snioke begins to 
rise from the houses of labourers in the upper wards. Some 
five or ten early risers are just putting sparks to wood or 
coal; and their example is so contagious, that fires are 
speedily blazing in every house and almost every chimney 
in the city. In the cold season this is a singular sight ; and 
when the wind is from the south in the moning, the heavy 
cloud which generally overhangs the city is blown north- 
ward, leaving the Battery in the light of the sun, while many 
I of the other parts are deeply obscured. Soon after sunrise, 
I floods of daily emigrants from the upper wards, meeting at 
Broadway and Canal-street, pour down to the wharves, the 
mechanics' shops, and the houses in building, many of them 
with convenient little tin-kettles, containing their dinners and 
preparations for heating them, all bound to their work. 
Then come the clerks of all degrees, the youngest generally 
first : a]id these, in an hour or therebouts, give place to their 
masters, who flow down with more dignity, but scarcely 
less speed, to the cgunting-rooms of the commercial streets, 
hundreds of them, especially in unfavourable weather, in the 
omnibuses, which render the street so dangerous now and 
at three or four o'clock in the afternoon. Ere these crowds 
have disappeared, they become crossed and mingled with 
some of the fourteen thousand children who go to the public 
and primary schools at nine, and an unknown nymliter' who 
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frequent the private schools of all sorts. Then are seen 
also the students of Columbia College and the Universit^r, 
the medicals in winter hurrying to Bardlay-street, lawyers, 
clients, and witnesses gathering about the City Hall, the 
Marine, and Ward Courts, with a set of spectators generally 
selected from those classes who hare been ruined by the 
same process which is about to be repeated in the name of 
the State. A burnt child dreads the fire, but a singed cat 
lores the chimney*comer. 

The apple-women and orange-men at St. Paul's see 8 
motley crowd passing from ten till twelve ; and if it be a 
showery day, the shop-keepers have a good deal of conver* 
sation with chance Visiters stepping in for shelter. After this, 
if the sky permits (for bad walking is but a small objection), 
the fashionable promenading begins ; and the window-glass^ 
has full employment in reflecting the forms and colours of 
dresses which vary with the moon. The movements of the \ 
crowd are now at common time, instead of the double quick \ 
step by which the business-man is distinguished. A stranger i 
would think that New- York was a city of idleness, gayety, ] 
and wealth. But let him turn down almost any street at ; 
the right or left, and- enter some of the dwellings of the in- \ 
dastrious poor, and he would find all were not rich or un- / 
occupied ; let him glance at the chambers of others, and he. 
would be convinced that some are wretched and in want of 
all things. Yet he need not blame too severely the gay and 
young for being so regardless of the sufierers near them ; they 
know not of their existence, or realize not their own ability 
to aid them. All parents do not estimate the value of en- 
grafting practical and systematic benevolence upon their 
plan of education, and rather teach their children by example 
to despise the poor, than to regard them as beings offering ' 
occasions of moral self-improvement to the rich. 

But it would be too long to tell all the aspects and fluctu- 
ations of the currents for a single day in the capital, or even 
to trace the course of a single drop, like myself, circulating^ 
one tour round the system. It is enough that the clocks and 
watches go on with their seconds and hours as if they 
marked no appointments for friendly or formal visit*; aa 
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periods of payment, for persons who would prefer to keep 
their sixpences or their thousands ; no departures or arrivals 
of cargoes, no changes in stocks — in short, as if prosperity 
or adversity, wealth or poverty, joy or disappointment were 
not decided by every revolution of the hands for thousands 
of anxious individuals. 

It is a solemn reflection, after the bustle has passed, and 
the traveller again contemplates empty streets and noiseless 
pavements, deserted stores and silent wharves, while weary 
bones are resting, the anxious busy at their dreams, and the 
sick and dying, or their attendants, alone conscious of the 
hour, that two h^ndred and forty thousand persons have 
spent another day. The time has rapidly passed, but in it 
how many millions of property have changed hands ; what 
applications of capital have been determined upon, which 
will increase the comforts of whole districts of country; 
what plans have been devised by consummate commercial 
skill; how many a generous deed has been done with 
■wealth honourably obtained; how many a piece of gold 
added to the .miser's hoard ! In that short space of time 
how many a tear has been shed by parting friends ; how 
many a smile made by those who have returned ; how many 
a foreigner has first touched the soil of America ; how many 
a traveller, like me, has. closed his visit to this busy city! 



CHAPTER IX. 

Fashionfl and old Fashions in Travelling — New- York Harbour — Re- 
treat of Washington's Army from Long Island — The East River — 
LowStateof Agriculture caused by our defective Education — Hell 
Gate— Long Island Sound. 

The rapidity of our steamboats and railroad cars deprive 
ns of a great many interesting sights and agreeable reflec- 
tions, and prevent us from becoming particularly acquainted 
with any part of our country. The improved vehicles un- 
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doubtedly have their advantages ; but ivhDe I acknowledge 
this evident fact, 1 am not forgetful of those belonging to 
the old and slower modes. I am fond indeed, now and then, 
when time permits, and an interesting region invites, of 
leaving every thing which modem fashion approves in the 
traveller, and betaking myself to a country stage-coach ot 
a farmer^s wagon, and feel delight in the rattling wheels and 
the healthful jolting motion of a stony hill ; and sometimes 
like to mount the saddle, and take the road at break of day, 
or set off on foot in company with some chance fellow- 
traveller, to earn an appetite by a long walk before break- 
fast. I am so unfortunate as to have sprung from a race of 
early risers, unacquainted with the luxuries of morning naps, 
and suffer from an infirmity that makes me love morning 
air and athletic exercise. I can congratulate a city friend 
on the certain prospect he has that his children will never 
know so lamentable a state of existence as that in ^^hich I 
* find myself, when I hanker afler pure breezes and dewy 
fields in one of my paroxysms, and when so far from finding 
sympathy for my afflictions, canitcarcely make anybody un- 
derstand what I mean when 1 talk about it. My city friends, 
I may well say, have ho reason to apprehend that they or 
any of their descendants will ever be exposed to such a 
malady : it is not in their blood, and the name of it is un- 
known in their vocabulary, else so rich in asthenic terms. 
Even those whose scientific repast it is to converse of all dis- 
eases, from the com produced by fashionable shoes to the 
distorted spine, and the head deformed in infancy by lying 
on one side, while the nurse was asleep, and the mother at 
the theatre, even they know not the complaint to which I 
am liable. 

I have said a great deal about myself, and the nonde- 
script disorder with which I am afiected ; and yet I have 
not told the extent to which it sometimes proceeds: for 
there might be danger that instead of being gratified with my 
loved country retreats in the spring, I should be packed off 
at once, as a confirmed Bedlamite, to a hospital. To 
strangers, however, I may confess, that one reason why I 
sometimes shun fashionable vehicles in my journeys is, that 
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I wish to avoid fashionable society, aini revive the memory 
of past days, and of men who have long since ceased to 
tread the world. I confess that this fact is sufficient to for- 
feit for me all claim to fashionable esteem. 

What I prefer the history of our grandfathers, that plain, 
unornamented, unsophisticated set, who were too straight-for- 
ward to allow of any variety in their existence, and so unde- 
viating in habits as to admit of nothing romantic : that race» 
so profoundly ignorant of modern refinements, so stubbornly 
attached to simple habits and plain speech, and the least 
worthy of the exalted, the fashion(Ufle generation which has 
succeeded it ! . 

These remarks may prepare my readers for my singular 
voyage down Long Island Sound. This I undertook in a 
sloop, which having unloaded a cargo of wood, was on her 
return to the mouth of Connecticut River. The last time I 
had come up the Sound I had travelled in a steamboat, and 
at such a rate as to regret our swift speed, while others* 
around were condenming the machinery, the boiler, the hull,, 
the mechanics who had done their best to produce a racer,, 
and the master and men who navigated her. Feeling in the 
humour for an old-fashioned passage through the East 
River, I was pleased to find a vessel so much to my mind, 
and flattered myself that, with the wind then blowing, I 
should be able to scan the shores at my leisure. I looked 
at the round bows of the sloop, and then at the old sails and 
the light-handed crew. By beating with a long leg and a 
short one, she might tack and tack without making too much 
head-way, and perhaps reach Throg's Neck in time to wait 
ibr the morning tide ; that is, after a passage of about six 
hours. The steamboat which I might have chosen moved 
off and out of sight, while our hopeful crew were waiting to 
see a Frenchman's monkeys stop dancing on the dock, after 
which,— and fifteen minutes spent in rolling up sleeves and 
shoving the sloop out, — we committed ourselves to the 
deep. 

It would take me long to describe the appearance of 
Brooklyn Heights at sunset, as seen from certain points on 
the water below, or to convey to a stranger an idea of ite 
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Still more delightful aspect to one who at sunrise walks 
along its then shady paths. Though, like the beautiful 
shades of Hoboken, they are often crowded in the after- 
noon ; like them they are unseen and unthought of in the 
morning, when only they are truly delightful. The Bay of 
New- York is often compared with that of Naples ; and from 
expressions I have seen in some of the newspapers (whick 
are admitted to be the most authentic records in the world), 
it must greatly transcend it in some important particulars. 
So far as I have been able to compare the two, I am de- 
cidedly of the opinion that the bay of our commercial me- 
tropolis is incomparably before that of Naples in eels and 
drum-fish, and that this point of superiority vastly outweighs 
the mere circumstance that the latter is thirty miles wide, 
has Capri and Iscliia, instead of Governor's and Gibbet 
Islands, Vesuvius in the place of Paulus Hook, and a range 
of momitains for the Jersey shore. I therefore bade adieu 
to the city with less regret when I recollected that her com- 
mercial enterprise and prosperity are so great, and her pros- 
pects so brilliant, as to induce the simple to presume that 
she is equally peerless in every thing else, and to have 
claimed for her a character which fate has decreed she can 
never possess. The truth is, like a village beauty, New- 
Tork is believed by her admirers to be the paragon of 
science, taste, and all things ; because she excels the known 
world in what they think of greater value. 

The passage of Hell Gate is very interesting under certain 
circumstances. When the sun is low, either at morning or 
evening, the sloping light has a pretty effect among the 
smooth green lawns, the weeping willows, the tasteful man- 
sions, and the little white boat and bathing-houses on the 
western shore of the bay. As the sloop, under the cheer- 
ing, influence of a brisk breeze, stretches from side to side, in 
its labours to stem the current, these objects are presented 
to the eye under a great variety of aspects ; and the turbu- 
lence of the water rushing over the rocks at the Gate, so 
like the agitated crowd of the city streets, redoubles in the 
traveller's mind the beauties of the tranquil scenes on shore. 
Yf^ look, therefore, on the retired retreat of the merchant 
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with some participation of the pleasure enjoyed by the 
family groups, now and then seen rambling at leisure along 
the rocks, or seated upon the grass near the margin of the 
tranquil bay, which oftdn reflects the features of that attrac- 
tive scene. 

If night begins to close around us, or if a threatening 
thunder-shower assails us in this remarkable pass, we may 
have some faint idea of those scenes of dread and danger 
which have here been so often experienced by vessels 
under the equinox, or in a violent hurricane. What a re- 
verse to the tranquil enjoyments of the summer residence 
must be presented by the signal of distress heard at night 
between claps of thunder, or to the gay party on the rocks 
by the coroner's jury sitting in the arbour, over the body of 
some shipwrecked stranger. 

Kip's Bay reminded me so strongly of the retreat of 
G^eneral Washington from Long Island, that my imagination 
depicted several of the painful scenes which followed it, as 
we sailed along near the spot where they had occurred. 
The guardian care of Providence over our feeble army wag 
plainly shown at several important epochs of our Revolu- 
tionary War, but in no case, I believe, more conspicuously 
than when the British were ready to destroy or to capture it 
on Long Island. The hasty redoubts and embankments, 
now fast disappearing there under the plough and the street 
inspector's rod, attest the zeal with which the patriotic 
militia of the neighbourmg states laboured for the defence 
of the capital ; but nothbg can give a lively picture of the 
trying circumstances of the time but the few aged survivors 
of that period. 

" I was a mere boy," said a venerable friend, " but hearing 
that the city was in danger, sat up late at night to cast 
bullets, and in the morning hurried off without leave, to join 
the army. I spent part of the first night of my active ser- 
vice standing sentinel on one of the advanced stations near 
Flatbush, during a tremendous thunder-storm, the lightning 
of which shone on the enemy's tents and arms, then in full 
view. Of course I had time to make my own reflections on 
war, and the des|>erate condition of the country." Witl^- 
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aot the aid of a thick mist, which covered the movements 
of our army, our retreat would have been discovered, and 
drawn on a general attack. The outposts had been ordered 
to be kept occupied till the last, and then to be given up. 
While some of the troops were yet waiting to embark, how- 
ever, the commander of one of them, who had misunderstood 
the order, marched down to the shore. He was ordered 
instantly back ; and, strange as it may seem, reoccupied his 
post without the observation of the enemy. 

At the battle of White Plains some of our old soldiers 
were exasperated beyond measure by the conduct of General 
Lee. *' I was at the battle of White Phiins,'' said an old 
countryman, '* and for want of a better, belonged to the re^ 
sarve of colours. I suppose you know what that is. Well, 
in the batde, I heard a kind of a rumpus behind me ; and 
says I, they're a going to cut off our retreat, I'm afraid they 
are, says our sargeant. And says he to me, will you fall 
upon Uiem in our rear? Says I, yes; and in front too, 
says I : for I was young in them days. Well, just then I 
looked, and see his excellency, Genersd Washington, coming 
with his life-guard. They were on a brisk trot; and some 
on 'em had to canter to keep up. He rode right up to 
Gren. Lee, and says he, genersd, why don't you fight ? Says 
he, my men won't stand it. Says his excellency (I won't 
be sartin* he said you lie ; but he said), you han't tried 
'em. And there we were all in a hurry to march on ; but 
he had been bribed with British gold : there's no doubt on't. 
There wasn't a man there but what would have been glad 
to have his excellency say the word — and they would have 
riddled him finer than any sieve you ever see* Every one 
would have had a push at him : they would have riddled 
him finer than snuff." 

Croton Hiver, near which this battle was fought, will be 
in great danger of being carried to New- York, whenever 
the corporation shall care one half as much about what their 
fellow-citizens drink, as they do about getting theur votes. 

The shores of the East River show little improvement in ' 
agriculture ; an art in which our countrymen are far in thd'^ 
rear of some othw nations. There b every reason to be* 
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Heve, that judicious treatment would soon double the product 
of these fields. But what is to be expected in a land where 
learning has long been ranged in array against that most 
important science, where the colleges are ashamed to admit 
even its name on their lists of studies, where its instruments 
are despised by the student, and the aspirant at book-know- 
ledge casts from him every mark of that most honourable 
profession, as something incompatible with his lofty aims ? 
How can it be expected that our fields should be subjected 
to such systems as the wisest and most enlightened men 
might devise, while the most Mvolous topic has the prefer- 
ence over agriculture in the company of those whose ex- 
ample is powerful in society; while our children are kept 
from a knowledge of the plainest of its principles, though 
drilled for months and years on the Greek particles, or see 
thousands squandered to make them French parrots and 
peacocks. 

Here pardon me for a digression. In the Granditone 
Academy the pupils were trained to look upon the farmers' 
sons of that town and county as beings of an inferior na- 
ture, though the public prejudice against it, which was thus 
^eatly fostered, was constantly counteracting the labours of 
the principal and teachers ; and I believe that its ** liberal 
firiends" generally would have been more unwilling to have 
a boy skilled in the care of an orchard, or the i*earing of 
fowls, than caught stealing eggs or apples. The manual la- 
bour schools deserve the thanks of the country for breaking 
through such miserable prejudices. But they need the 
active and immediate co-operation of good parents, who 
should make agricultural, or at least horticultural labour a 
regular daily employment, for the moral and intellectual, 
as well as the physical benefit of theur children. What 
youth would not derive real gratification from seeing the 
shrub or the tree springing from the earth he had softened 
with that vigorous arm which is now more honourably em- 
ployed in swingtffg a fashionable walking-stick? Whose 
kealth might not be improved or guarded by the most invigo- 
rating of all exercise in the open air ? Whose intelligeBce 
would not be cultivated by the applicatioa of arithmetic to 
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(he calculations of labour, wag^s, and prices, the practical 
observation of plants, animals, and minerals in the great 
public cabinet and museum of nature ? Whose habits mighl 
not be hedged in from evil, if the recreations of the day led 
to more lofty associations and meditations, tempted him into 
the £elds at daybreak, gave him a keener relish for plain food 
than the fashionable cook can excite with all his sauce and 
spices, and make him long for repose at the hour ivhldi 
Providence has assigned to it ? 

It would be well for other places besides the shores of 
this strait, called the East River, if they were the residence 
of such men as my old friend Peter Practical, of Study work, 
who, without the advantages of a fashionable friend to influ- 
ence him, did, as a man of common sense will sometimes do 
in his circumstances, train up his sons to *'ride horse,** 
ae it was called, — not with a lackey, but with a plough be* 
hind them ; to rise, not with the headache at eight or nine^ 
to hot rolls and coffee, but with daybreak, to go to pasture, 
and milk the milk they were to drink for breadkfast They 
were seen accompanying their father in the spring, planting 
com IB company, and listening to his remarks and question!, 
which were fuU of originality, cheerfulness, and good sense* 
One had the cattle under his particular care the wholo 
year round ; another was supervisor of the sheep ; a third, 
who had shown a mechanical turn, was put in authority 
over the tools and implements ; and little Tom, the fourth, 
was often heard asking questions of them all, assisting them 
and his father by turns, studying the habits of the fowls, 
the sheep, and the oxen, and looking further every day into 
the various interesting things around him. Every season 
brought new employments, pleasures, and instructions to 
ihem all ; and the fathcgr often asked their opinions on such 
subjects as they could understand, and encouraged them by 
acting on their suggestions, about the planting of water- 
melons out of sight from the road, strengthening the fence 
where the cattle threatened to get in, or putting scarecrows 
in a better position. He kept them at the district-school as 
long as it was open, and made them the cleanest and most 
polite children there ; and when the school ceased, he de« 
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TOted an hour at least in the day to the instruction of his 
hoys, and those of his neighbourhood in his own house* 
Scarcely was this practice entirely infringed upon even in 
tiie midst of planting or of harvest. I never was in a house 
fai which learning appeared to be more highly respected^ 
He had a small library, containing solid works of his father's 
day and his own ; and few people ever treated good books 

Lsiih more regard. Of useless or injurious ones, however, 
his children were taught to speak in terms of contempt or 
l^horrence ; and as the rule of the house on this, as on 
many other subjects, was to weigh every thing id the balance 
of practical usefulness, it was easily and generally justly 

^"i^>plied. "When the Granditone Academy announced that 
ishemistry and natural philosophy were io be taught there* 
he sent Richard to see whether he could get any^ thing out 
of the instructions in those branches which might be turned 
to account It was soon apparent, however, that scarcely 
any thing of these branches was taught, so much time was 
aeeupied in the classes of French (though without any hazard 
of learning to sperii it); of music, without learning to sing; 
of rhetoric, without getting any thing to say ; moA of compo- 
sition, without obtaining an idea worth writing. Richard, 
Ikersfore, came home, at the end of one quarter, with little 
mete to communicate than a list of definitions of learned 
terms, which his father told him were worth about as much 
ts ihe names of a set of farming instruments to a person 
%norant of their forms and uses. Having however been 
obKg^d to purehme some elementary works on these in*-, 
▼alnable sciences, he brought them home, and from these 

iinnch important information was derived, and the names of 
Mlbks still more valuable to the farmer, who was soon able 
to make solid additions to his library, and to put in practice 
the principles they inculcated. 

If the proprietor of any of these tracts of land along the 
East River could see the farm of Peter Practical, or even 
the account of its annual products in cattle, vegetables, 
fruit, &;c., with the simple but judicious and truly scientific 
means by which extraordinary results are there produced, 
he would wish that some of his family might 'take up his 



retideaee in the Beighbourhood. To this, however, theie 
aifht be an objection : for it is stated, on good authorityt 
ihat in one place on Long Island, where an intelligent 
•beenrer would exclaim, ** Why is this not the garden of the 
metropiisr' there has been a secret association among 
the people, to effect the exclusion of every person frofn that 
pert of the country in which Mr. Practical lives. Bat how 
can this be effected? inquires one of my republican jeadera* 
In this way: if a piece of ground is to be sold at auction, 
•oe or more of the socieiy attends, and if it is likely to be 
purchased by any one tttspeoted of such an origin, he al 
once outbids him, and the loss is divided among the mem* 
bars of the association, who appear to believe that what 
lemains to them of their worldly estates has thus been saved 
from destruction. 

The northern shore of Long Island, unfortunately for the 
•casting trade, with few exceptions, is of a uniform appeaiw 
ance, and has few harbours where even a i»loop may find 
refuge from a nortbsrly storm. A steep sand-bank bounds 
the Sound on the south, almost in its whole extent, and long 
intervals are generally found between the few bays and in* 
lets tJiat break its uniformity. It is surprising that the eases 
cC wreck and loss of life have not been more frequent^ fov 
the number, variety, and value of the cargoes which amiii* 
ally pass through this great channel of domestic commerce 
are snrprisingly great, and fast kereasing. The lighU 
houses, which, now shine like diamond pins on almost every 
important headland, do what human preeauHon can to pre« 
vent disasters : but what aid can they afford in miaty or 
snowy weather ? 

I was reminded of the anxious night once spent by a 
friend in a steamboat at the mouth of yonder harbour, with 
a strong gale blowing in, and the vessel, with her head to- 
wards it, revolving her ponderous wheels with all her might, 
and yet barely able to hold the station which no anchor 
would have enabled her to maintain. 

Not far under our lee was the spot where an enterprising 
farmer's son, from a retired country town, in a sloop, loaded 
with wood for New-York, was driven on shore at a hi^h 



trpring-tide in the night, and remained ignorant of his 8itaa- 
tion till morning broke, and showed them they were safe. 
The waves which had broken over them had thrown the 
vessel up to the verge of a cultivated field, so that with little 
£fficulty they leaped upon the stone wall which surrounded 
it ; and after recovering from almost freezing by sheltering 
6iemselves awhile behind it, they found comfortable refresh- 
ments in a neighbounttg farm-house. 

With scarcely less stif!ering, though with better fortune, 
sttxother friend of mine, of three times his age, and ten times 
his skill, had conducted his little vessel through these waters 
hi a December night, when a heavy fait of rain and snow, 
accompanied with freezing weather, had rendered it impos- 
sible to loosen a rope or lower a sail, and a tremendous 
gale hoarsely commanded the furling of the canvass on 
pienahy of vengeance. Every brace and halliard had be« 
come |t spar of ice, and the sails could not be cut out of the 
yards and buntlines, because the crew had refused to d^ 
duty, and gone below. The old commander, undaunted by 
all these difficulties, might have been seen (had there been 
anybody to observe him), firmly holding the helm, some- 
times looking in vain through the darkness for any sign of 
fte eoast, at other times strainmg his eyes to distinguish 
what light-house it might be he saw or thought he saw over 
^e icy tafifrail. The terrors of that nighty— liieafh the 
tale I had listened to in the Mediterranean, — ^were slrongly 
impressed upon ray mind. 



CHAPTER X. 

Haw-HaTen— .Litemy Mpeot— Refined 8#oiify^Taiite in Aickifc0#> 
ture — Burying Ground — Franklin Tmttfuta- Paintings of Tnun- 
bun — ^American Taste — Learning. 

Niw-Hayen, 80 celebrated for the attractive beauty of iti x 
•treets, the variety and romantic nature of the neighbouring \ 
scenery, and still more the literary and refined character of f 
its society — New-Haven it was my lot to visit at a most ' 
interesting period, namely, during the ceremonies of Com* 
mencement Week. The annual celebration of Yale Oolleg* 
had been changed U)is year, but did not fail to collect i 
large concourse of persons from different parts of the coun^ 
try, with, as frequently happens, some foreigners of literar|r 
taste and intelligence. 

Hiere is scarcely any thing better calculated to giv» 
pleasure to a friend of learning than to visit this delightftd 
city OB such an occasion. It seems as if New-Haven had 
been originally {banned for the site of a university; and 
almost M tf €very public as well as every private house had ^ 
been enocad^ every garden laid outt every court<yard and \ 
pnblic 8q[iMrs beautified, and every tree planted and trained,. } 
with direct reference to its appearance and convenience att | 
a seat of learning. The central square^ which is a noble ^ 
quadrangle of eight or nine hundred feet> surrounded by 
double rows of large elms, and divided by a street that is 
completely arched over with thick foliage, although it is the 
site of four of the finest public buildings, and shows the 
fronts of handsome mansions on three of its sides, tifford» 
the university its place of honour, for the six college builds 
ings are ranged in a long line on the western side, where 
the ground is highest, and the elevation superior to the 
chief part of the city. New-Haven is a place of consider* 
able business, with the inhabitants of surrounding towns ;; 
hot the aioiM are se remote from thb delightful centre, ei' 
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at least so effectually concealed from view, where this fine 
display of buildings is visible, that the idea as well as the 
interruption of business is entirely excluded. It is impos* 
sible for a stranger to catch a glimpse of the Green, as it 
is familiarly called, especially from some of the most favour- 
able points of view (as, for example, the public or the pri- 
vate doors of the Tontiiie Coffee House), without experi- 
encing sensations of a peculiar and most agreeable nature. 
He looks from under the shade of a venerable elm grove 
upon a smooth level of green grass, about four hundred feet 
wide, and eight hundred in length, from right to left. The 
pye tlien first meets an obstacle, and falls upon a long line 
of drooping trees of the same description, standing like a 
wall of verdure before him, disclosing only the general pro- 
portions of three fine churches, in different tastes, but at 
uniform distances, with towers rising to a great height into 
the air, and giving an interrupted view of the university* 
As for tranquillity, it is unbroken, unless, perhaps* by the 
irafiickers in water-melons offering theur cooling wares to 
abate the thirst of a literary race ; or by th^ voices of the 
yoimg treading the paths of science, which stretch across 
the smooth turf up the hill to the colleges, ** as plain as road 
to parish church,** and far more easy than the steep of 
science, as it was represented to them at first starting, ia the 
frontispiece of Dr. Webster's Spelling, Book, 

The periodical ringing of the bellsy with the signs of 
gathering and dispersing classes, the stillness which reigns 
Uirough this part of the city during the college exercises, 
smd the student-like aspects of those who, at other hours, 
traverse the Green, have a tendency to direct the thoughts 
of the spectator to subjects above the common affairfi of 
life, and by elevating the mind and tranquillizing the feel- 
ings, win from the stranger who visits the place a 
tribute of praise, the source of which may perhaps be 
. more creditable to himself than he imagines. Many trav- 
^ ellers have loved to recur to the beauties of New-Haven, 
. and to praise its neat mansions, extensive and blooming 
i gardens, level lawns and luxuriant foliage, who knew not 
* that the chief source of their enjoymentf dorisg their stay« 
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had been derived firom another and a higher canse. I havt | 
often listened with j^easure to the encomiums thus annually 1 
poured, like a spontaneous song, from the hearts of many 
refined strangers on the spot, because, while it recalls to my 
own mind agreeable impressions, it informs me that my 
-companions hold learning in becoming regard^ and rejoice 
to see it duly honoured. 

But in praising the fine part of New-Haven, I would not 
•light the remainder of the city. Many neat and not a few 
«legant houses are seen in other streets, especially in thk 
vicinity, shaded by the rows of elms which extend far in 
>every direction along those which here cross at right 
angles* Withdrawing northwardly along two of these, 
4o the distance of about a quarter of a mile, you enter the 
beautiful **' Avenue," where are collected the houses of 
several of the oldest and most eminent of the profeseors of 
Yale College, with the chaste and elegant mansion of the 
Poet Hiilhouse at the opposite extremity, rising among the 
trees of a self-planted wood, on a gentle eminence. Nothing 
eouid be more pleasing or appropriate than the aspect erf 
Ibis retired spot, when I proceeded in the twilight to visti 
4Mie of the professors ; and nothing more accordant with tho 
jeene and the vicinity than the intelligent conversalicm^ 
mingled with the refined hospitality and friendship shown 
by such of the neighbours as had assembled, to several lite* 
rary strangers who presented themselves during the evening. 

One cannot but regret, afler seeing such a society, thai \ 
its influence should not be. more extensively exerted to raise I 
ihe standard of conversation and manners in other places, t 
No one can doubt that there is a large depository of power j 
here which might, by some means, be made to operate upmi ( 
our country extensively. Much might be done by a periodi- - 
cal publication, devoted not so much to the cultivation of 
the higher branches of science and literature, with which 
so few have any concern, but^to the refinement of social t 
intoreoursef the incitement of parents to give a propef do^* | 
mesttc education to their children, the inculcation of sound } 
principles on this and many other subjects essential to ptir : 
fnte and pnblis piosperity and hafipineas. The oanse of^ 
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I iU waDt » probably to be attribmed i» the fact» that iht 
members of this society UDderrate Iheir own powers and 
Opportunities for doing good io sueh a manner. Those con- 
nected with the university aie generally much occupied 
with business ; and there is so much refinement around thenk 
that they do not* perhaps, feel how much it is needed else^ 
where. Besides, they would be ready to say that Yale 
Cbilege, with the ten large and respectable boavding-schools- 
in the city, are constantly labouring to produce such an 
effect. But how slight yet how effectual a labour it would 
be to publish a monthly magazine here, whose influence 
should be beneficially felt throughout the Union, and which^. 
while it might chastise the follies and frailties of certain in« 
I fluential periodicals now existing, might condescend to in* 
struct a million of our countrymen in the way to social 
refinement, the bosom friend of movaib and religious improve*^ 
ment. 

A society has been fionned in New-Haren within a few 
Bionths, for the promotion of taste in civic architecture,, the 
laying I out of grounds, ^c. A stranger would at first bs 
disposed to wonder less that such a subject should have at* 
Iracted attentkni here,^an that there should have been sup* 
posed to be room for inprovement. And yet it was, in fact^ 
perfectly natnral that such a plan should have been devised 
in New-Haven; because improvements are much more 
i likely to progress than to begin. And how important art 
\ the objects embraced by this society L Oar best plans of 
j ttrchitectuie in the United States are notonoasly defective. 
We have lived till this time without ascertaining any prin- 
etples to be observed in building ovr houses,, so as to considt 
the great points that ought to be xegarded. How often de 
we begin to build without a thought even of old Fuller's 
quaint remark, that light and water^ creation's eldest 
daughters, should first be sought in ehoosing a position ;^ and 
lifter this,'how ihnumerable are the violations of common sense» 
^aste, and experience committed by every person who con* 
strocts a residence for his family f In fantastical ornaments 
end preposterous novelties, as well as in fashions condemned 
by every thing bitt halHt^ws often sss tl»t eksdiuios to sa^ 
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Anple which ought to be yielded only to pure taste and 
doiind judgment* The pnrae-protid descendant of a venera^ 
ble family, to obliterate every trace of an education which 
he chooses to despise, and with the feelings almost of a 
parricide, levels the noble elms that defended worthier 
generations from the storms; before he lays the founda- 
tion of some glaring structure, which he thinks will capti- 
vate every eye. Some of our countrymen believe that there 
18- no architectural taste independent of red, green, or blue 
paint ; while others, especially in the capitals, sleep content 
(half a day^s journey in the air,) if they succeed in building 
more spacious parlours than their neighbours, and in re- 
moving one more convenience to make room for a few more 
guests at an occasional winter's jam. 
' Happy would it be, if the society above referred to could 
teach Its how to consult our own comfort, and the benefit 
of our children, in the plan of a house ; if it could convince . 
0ome parents that our dwellings should sometimes be the J 
scenes of unostentatious, sincere, and Christian hospitality; 
but ehiefiy planned and furnished with a serious regard to 
its great ob^ct, — ^the training of their children. There can 
be no fireside in a house where every thing has been sacri- 
ficed, in the plan and the furniture, to the hollow and ruinous 
eeremonies of fashionable life. The fireside is of but little im- / 
portance, I know, in the view of persons who. proiess- to live 
only^for the present time ; but this is a subject which might , 
occupy the attention at least of some reflecting persons, if it ' 
were properly brought up to their notice. How impossible; 
it is to reconcile the demands of fashion and of duty on the! "^ 
famly of one of our wealthy citizens ! How much more ^ 
wise it would be to contract the walls and depress the 
ceilings of our houses to a reasonable size, and tear ofi* from 
the furniture of our children's apartments some portion off 
the silks and gildings with which we early implant false ^ 
ideas of the world and their own importance, and bring | 
ba ck e ver y th iqgatjmceJo. ihe.ijRtellectual- an J mora l scale I y 
on which some of our ancestors ordered their household !f 
What ages, what centuries of time would be rescued fronr 
tlie earee of spaeiout and gaudy apartments, the eonversa* 
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tioDS of heartless tad fbnnal TisiterB ; what a rotnid of new 
and nobler topics and daily pleaswres might be substituted | 
what a revolution might be effected in the occupations and 
feelings of families ; how many a child might be saved a 
banishment, who is now annually expelled from the parental 
voof, to seek afar a guardian and tnstrupter, denied by fashioii 
at home ; how many a fireside might be daily and nightly 
gladdened with circles of )well-taught and affectionate 
hrothers and sisters, instead of being devoted to frivolous 
morning calls, and trampled by nightly dancers I 
j locontestibly many comforts and advantages of differeni 

I kinds might accrue from the improvement of architecturiA 
taste and science, in our country at large. A sightly man* 
sion may be erected at less expense than is often bestowed 
te a pile of deformity; and not only convenience hut health 
^may be secured by a judicious plan in building. The plant* 
\ ing of trees on private grounds often contributes to the gratis 
I fication of neighbours and the beauty of a town ; and the 
I laying out and decorating of public squares, although 00 
I generally neglected among us, might easily be rendered 
\ subservient to the improvement of public taste, intelligence^, 
Ljtfid morality. Whoever has b een in Swi tgetland or other 
(foreign countries, where rural seats are provided at the way^ 
|side, neap fountains, on hill tops, or under the most venera* 
tble shades, for the convenience of foot-travellers, must recall 
Iwith pleasure the agreeable impressions they giveof the ire* 
llGnemenrtif the inhabitants. What a total absence of aU 
jsnch feelings, on the contrary, is caused, as wcpaae 
|along our own roads, to see no trace of any thing done for 
fthe benefit of a stranger ! The road side is often studiously 
Ideprived of foliage ; and it is rare that so much as a rock 
!ean be found proper to afford a convenient seat. On enter- 
ing our villages also, is there any little grove, or even a 
single tree provided with benches, from which one may 
survey the objects around him ? A trough may have been 
placed for the benefit of the cattle, to receive the water of 
a rill ; but why is man considered as so far beneath all no* 
^ tice t The inn and the druiking shop indeed are open ; bm 
\ wonU not their evil influence be. diminished, if every viUafa 



irwre provided with a little shtdy greoi, furnished at lean 
wkh a few seats in the shade, where the youth and age of] 
the place migiit meet at sunset in the summer ! With how' 
little expense miglit ^e spot he beautified, and, if necessaiyt 
protected by a keeper ! Winding paths are easily made ; 
trees are easily planted, and will grow if let alone ; flowers 
afford a cheap and delightful ornament; and how easily 
might tasteful arbours oir rotundas be supplied with a vase, 
a bust, or even a statue, such as native artists can easily 
produce! 

But this fertile subject has led me far beyond my in- 
tended limits. ' Let us turn to the decorated ground which 
shows, alas ! a profusion of marble monuments, a little west* 
ward of the beautiful Avenue of which I have spoken. In 
ny view, the burying-ground of New-Haven has been too 
Buoh praised, as it can lay no claims to an equalhy, as a 
mere object of taste, with that great and beautiAil depository 
of the dead of Paris with which it has most frequently been 
eompared. The cemetery of P^re la Chaise occupies a 
great extent df irregular ground, instead of being a mere 
phm ef limited size ; and in place of small monuments, 
mingled with many upright slabs, planted in lines par* 
aHel with the straight poplars, which imperfectly shade 
tiwm, presents a long succession of more costly and tower- 
ing obelisks, pyramids, and fabrics of diflerent styles, half 
enrroonded by cluster of various trees and shrubs, occc^* 
ing pointi favourable to effect. The paths wind over and 
aroodd many a little eminence, sometimes confining the 
view ef the solitary visiter to objects close beside him, com- 
pelling liim to think of some individual among the multitudes 
l»f dead, and perhaps to read his epitaph ; sometimes affiird- 
ing a distant view of the metropolis, and filling the mind 
with a solemn and instructive lesson concerning the living. 
This is a brief picture of P^re la Chaise, as the cemetery ' 
is familiarly denominated : that is, of the better portion of 
it ; and how can a comparison be instituted between its nural 
scenery and luxurious monuments and any thing we find 
here ! Perhaps all the marble in the whole burying-ground 
ef New-Haven would hardly be sufiGicient to construct some 
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single monuments erected to Parisians. But, for all tli« 
purposes for which a place of interment should be planned 
and visited, that of New-Haven appeared to me as far supe^ 
rior to that of Paris as I can possibly describe. One of the 
most splendid structures in the latter is that of Ab^lard and 
H61oise ! What man of inteUect, not to say of religion, xht 
even of morality, does not feel insulted by such a fact ? I 
will not speak of that large portion of the ground which im 
dug over once in a few years. 

The soul which '* startles at eternity," goes to the grave* 
yard to learn something of the import of so dread a word. 
Trifles, such as wealth, taste, learning (so called), honour 
that cometh not from Grod, glory that survives not death, 
man knows too well to* be willing seriously to investigate 
their nature. If he endures them at all, he seeks ever to 

C mingle with the crowd which proclaims them as worth more 
than they are. Worldly men, therefore, you find not going 
to the grave, to weep, or even to meditate there. The place 
then must have a soleom sermon prepared to preach to 
every visiter, on the end of all things,—- of all things but one. 
It must have thoughts ready to suggest on the imperishable 
nature of the soul, the superior importance of every thing 
that may lead it to future happiness, and the danger of fon^ 
getting its inestimable worth among the glare of the baubles 
around us. Whatever there be, therefore, in a cemetery, 
which does not tend to depreciate this world in our esteem, 
and to exalt the future, is out of place ; and whatever the 
object be, it proclaims that the author of it was entirely 
ignorant of the task he had undertaken, and had no miqd 
capable of comprehending the subject. 

While, therefore, I state a plain truth, that there are 
finer serpentine walks, more costly and splendid monuments 
in P^re la Chaise, I insist that more judgment, far higher 
taste has been shown in the New-Haven burying-ground* 
In my view also the same might be said of every village 
burying-ground in our country, were it not for the too 
limited size generally allowed them, and the too common 
neglect with which they are treated. I speak from a deep 
sentiment of my heart when I say, that a secure enclosure. 
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m few gravelled walks, shaded by willows, enriched with 
flowering shrubs, and decenUy secluded from noise and 
dust, would furnish every village with a depository for the 
dead more af^ropriate, more truly beautifbl, and for the 
living more instructive, than the boasted cemetery of the 
French metropolis. 

It is difficult for me to express all the gratification the 
traveller experiences on entering the Franklin Institute, \ 
which IB connected with one of the principal inns in New- 
Haven. Whoever heard, in any other city or country, of 
eoch a union? In a spacious wing of the hotel, over the r 
dming-room, the lodger may cross a passage and enter a ? 
fine lecture-room, furnished with seats for two or three hun- / 
dred people, with a desk for a lecturer, having a neat labora- * 
Cory imd apparatus in view, a niche for receivers, with a flue 
to take off offensive gases, a study adjoining, and a private 
passage to a fine mineralogical cabinet, occupying the third 
story, to which you are next introduced. This institution is 
due entirely to the intelligence and liberality of Mr. Abel 
Brewster, a wealthy mechanic of this city, who planned and 
fimnded it at his own expense, for the benefit of the citizens. 
A eoime of scientific lectures is delivered every winter,! 
principally by the professors of Yale College, to which | 
tickets are obtained for two dollars. The professors and I 
other literary gentlemen of the place afford it their counte- 1 
nance and k^ours ; and the influence upon the inhabitants^ 
has been very beneficial, especially those who have not 
many other sources of instruction. Such an example, from 
an intelligent and highly philanthropic individual, should 
provoke to imitation some of those in other places who pos- 
sess the power of promoting the great interests of the public 
in a similar manner. 

New-Haven has been greatly enriched within a few 
months by the acquisition of some of the invaluable paint- 
ings of Colonel John Trumbull, which are now deposited in 
a building erected by subscription in the rear of the College 
Lyceum. Tins edi&ce is itself worthy of particular atten- 
tion, on account of its neat and correct architecture, and its 
ajypropriate plan fyt die objeets designed. It is notorious 
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that m all the picture galleries of Europe there is not one 
in which the proper arrangements have been made for the 
favourable disposition of paintings and admission of light* 
Numerous windows, generally large, and opening nearly 
from the ceiling to the floor, give a multitude of cross lights ; 
or else a portion of the apartment is thrown into deep 
obscurity. You may walk through the whole gallery of the 
Louvre, about one-third of a mile in length, and not see a 
painting in the best light; while in Italy the pictures in 
private collections are oilen hung upon hinges, and th6se of 
the Vatican, among others, suflfer from the evils above men- 
tioned. Some of the exhibition-rooms in Philadelphia, New- 
York, and perhaps some of our other cities, are now more 
judiciously lighted from above. The rotunda of the capitol 
is a noble .specimen of the same kind, reminding one of the 
Pantheon of Rome ; and although constructed primarily, for 
a different purpose, affords one of the finest galleries for 
paintings in the world. After visiting the well-known 
mineralogical cabinet of Yale College, I entered the gallery 
where, under the advantage of a Jight admitted from above, 
are seen the pictures of Colonel Trumbull ; and it is doubly 
gratifying to find so many of them deposited in a permanent 
8ituation,i4n his native state, which he has done so much to 
honour, and to know that this arrangement has been made 
by the liberality of some of his fellow-citizens. 

Of the full value of the national paintings of this urtist, 
it will be impossible to judge until time shaU have enabled 
the public more justly to appreciate it But how happy it is 
that an oficer of Washington's family should have been able 
as well as disposed to record the principal events of our re- 
volution in this most interesting and instructive manner, and 
to preserve the portraits of the most distinguished actons 
While on the spot, I could not but wish that a suggestion I 
heard made some months since might ere long be carried 
into effect, viz. that lectures should bis delivered, to the stu- 
dents and others, on these pictures, embracing those instruct- 
ive historical and biographical details in which our revolu- 
tionary period so greatly abounded, and in which our youth 
ought to be firequently and familiarly schooled* 
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I was exceedingly mortified, however, to find in the State 
House, a copy of Trumbull's Declaration of Independence, 
furtively made by a raw young artist, which has been pur- 
chased by the Legislature, and hung up in the hall. This 
appeared to me as discreditable a reflection upon the want 
of laste and the abundance of parsimony as that body could 
have cast upon itself. 

The State House is a beautiful edifice, built on the model 
of a fine Grecian temple, in pure taste, and is handsomely 
stuccoed in imitation of granite. These perishable materials 
appear ill when betrayed under the thin disguise of mock 
stone. The Gothic Church near by already shows the 
white pine under the glazing of brown paint and sand. 
Apropos, speaking of the Gothic style, — ^Why should it be ] 
introduced into America ! There is not a feature in society j 
here which bears the slightest afiinity with it; and so i 
utterly opposed is it to the principles of pure and refined > 
taste, tiiat nothing makes it at all tokrable in Europe, except. 
its known connexion with the days of semi-barbarism in 
which it flourished. ^ 

But it is more agreeable to approve than to condemn. : 
Let us take this favourable opportunity to reflect a moment i 
OQ a national taste in the fine arts, appropriate te^oureoun-/ 
try. In surchitecture it is much easier to say what does not 
than what does suit our circumstances. I will leave that to 
others for the present, hoping they may apply to it those 
principles of common sense which I wish to suggest in 
respect to a sister art In painting, we ought to ^ our 
principles distinctly. We ought not in this or any thing 
else, servilely to follow the example of any, even the 
masters of the art. We are to imitate the style of the best *: 
ancient orators, poets, and historians, when we speak and 
write; but how? By using exactly their words? No> 
but by saying what they would have said if they had been 
like us, and in our places. So, when we come to painting 
or to sculpture, we should not merely copy Jupiters, or 
Apolios, or Laocoons. Apelles and Praxiteles would not 
have produced such personages if they had flourished in our 
days in the Western Continent. Long were the arts smoth* 
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ered in Europe under the weight of ancient example ; and 
when West roused up from the revery enough to throw off 
the drapery of antiquity, they breathed more freely. But 
West went not into the proper American domain. He was 
indeed unfavourably situated to do so, for he was in Europe. 
We find him therefore, when out of scripture and poetical 
subjects, commemorating the death of Wolfe at Quebec, and 
making his hero with his last breath applaud a victory in 
which no principle was involved, and from which flowed no 
result of interest to mankind. The tale to be told on his 
canvass was the old bald tale of military adventure : directed 
by a ministry three thousand miles distant, with money 
which they seem to have expended chiefly for their own 
credit. Military glory is the highest motive you can attri- 
bute to any of the personages of whom the groups must be 
formed ; and the whole work is but the old song of false 
praise to war and bloody victory. 

But how different from all this are the paintings of 
Trumbull ! How much more appropriate to the principles 
we profess ! Each of the personages presents an instruct- 
ive lesson in his history. Here is no son, whose name 
was inscribed on the army list merely to secure him a pro- 
fession. The simple insignia of these soldiers were i¥>t 
purchased with money, and no accident or fatality brought 
them together. The war in which they engaged had not 
been waged for the exaltation of an ambitious generalf 
or to Blake the thirst of any tyrant for blood ; and the 
actors were not the blind servants of one whose com- 
mands might not be questioned. Each man had inde- 
pendently acted in obedience to his own judgment, and ia 
accordance with his own feelings. His education had been 
4uch as to strengthen his mind, and to cultivate piure mo- 
tives ; and the great proof of the patriotism of our army wae 
shown by their, quietly, disbanding and returning to their 
homes when the war had been terminated. Other troops, 
after obtaining victory, would have considered their own 
great object yet unaccomplished, while their pay was with- 
held ; and would have been ready to ravage their country 
to reward or revenge themselves. But the men whom our 
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gte^t artist has preserved on Ms canvass, maintained the 
attachment of children to their country, and voluntarily re- 
sided that power by which alone they might have com- 
pelled the satisfaction of their claims, although they were 
just and undisputed. Posterity will have the discrimination, 
which we want, and appreciate such works according to 
their merits. 

It has been lamented that some of our stated, and espe- ; 
cially such as have contained the best of our colleges, should { 
be so parsimonious in rendering them pecuniary aid. No I 
doubt a few thousands of dollars, if conferred upon Yalej 
College some years ago, would have proved of extreme 
▼alne to the interests of learning in Connecticut and the 
country. She has had to struggle with poverty, or her use- 
fidness, great as it has been, might have been doubled. 
The legislature of the state has appeared unaccountably in-f 
different to learning, while in possession of means for its | 
cultivation, I ^suppose, superior to those of any other in the } 
Union. This I attribute to the habit of receiving early in-^' 
Btniction in the district schools at the expense of a perma-' J 
nent fund ; to the division which is made between those full3r| 
and those partially educated ; and, perhaps, above all, to the* 
inadequacy x)f.cpnunoD.«dtteation; ' 

The right of every parent to send his ehild to a district | 
school is considered as entire as the claim to air and water ; } 
and indeed many resist taking more instruction than they' 
please, as they would object to excessive eating or breath- 
ing. The people are not called upon to provide for the sup- { 
port of their schools, nor obliged at any time to go without : 
them ; and therefore do-DPt often contemplate, if they ever| ^^ 
do, the real. value of regular education^ Besides, the mostf 
important part of the instruction is often communicated at : 
home, and this may be another reason why there is no| 
general disposition among the peojArto be liberal to literary | 
institutions. PntetiealJuiOFledggjLioo generally under-/ 
rated by men of regular education^ and this fosters jealousy 
against them, and^'provokes contempt for theoretical leam-\ 
ing. Study and work are so entirely separated, in short, as } -^ 
to be kept ignorant oi each other ; and there has beei^' 
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popular ignorance and jealousy enough to let this chief 
literary institution of the state languish for many years. 
Yale College has recently receiyed above one hundred thou- 
sand dollars in subscriptions from its alumni and friends in 
different parts of the country, although about an equal sum 
has been contributed at the same time for sereral other insti- 
tutions in New-England. While these instances of enlight* 
0oed liberality authorize us to indulge hopes that learning 
will be supported in the Union by the public ; the past 
Warns us of the danger which it incurs among a people 
educated on a defective plan, and claims the immediate im- 
provement of common schools : even those of Connecticut, 
which have been greatly overrated. 

Saybrook, on the western side of Connecticut River> at 
its mouth, was the first place occupied by the English in 
New-England, ailer leaving the coast of Massachusetts 
Bay. After repeated solicitations from the Indians, who 
originally occupied the banks of this delightful stream, ami 
had been driven from the western shore by the Mohawks, 
the govcamor of Plymouth Colony sent Lieutenant Gardner 
with a few soldiers to pccupy this post, for fear lest the 
Dutch should anticipate him. He arrived only a few hours 
before a Dutch vessel appeared from New-York, which 
sailed up and founded a settlement at Hartford, under the 
patronage of the Mohawks. 

* The steamboats stop at Saybrpok Pmnt, which is about 
a mile from the village. Here are a few houses, several of 
which receive boarders during the smnmer season. I may 
give the results of a morning's observations, during a walk 
I took between sunrise and breakfast time. Saybrook Point 
is nearly in the form of a circle, being a peninsula, con- 
nected with the mainland by a very narrow neck, over 
which the tide sometimes flows, and having a broad and 
handsome bay of shallow water oa each side. The soil is 
sandy and poor, and the devation of the lughest part, which 
\ i» near the middle, is not above twenty feet. The remains 
of the fort are on a small spot of ground at the extremity of 
die peninsula ; but the site of the first fort is believed to 
have baen worn away by the facgtwchiDgnta of tfaft waves. 
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I found an old man hoeing com on the bank which slopes 
eastward a little in its rear. " I suspect," said he, '* that 
this ^ is the oldest field between PlymouUi Colony and the 
Western Ocean ; for from its situation this would naturally 
have been the first spot the settlers would have tilled, as the 
Indians kept them at first closely confined." This appeared 
to me very probable ; and when I reflected what rich and 
abundant harvests are now growing almost to the Rocky 
Mountains, it gave me a striking idea of the progress of the 
country in two hundred years. On the brow of the bleak 
bank stands an ancient monument, of coarse fi*ee-stone, 
erected to Lady Arabella' Fenwick, which has now no 
inscription, ' and is entirely neglected, being barely kept 
standing to comply with the requisitions of the deed by 
which a 'large tract of land on the opposite shore is held* 
The simplicity and loneliness of this relick are very touch- 
ing to the feelings, when the pure and exalted character of 
the deceased is called to mind. 

The land on the Point is laid out in large fields and 
squares, as it was originally intended for a commercial city; 
and Oliver Cromwell, with other men then more distinguished 
tiian himself, was once, it is said, actually embarked in the 
Thames to occupy the ground. The foundation of the 
building which was once Yale College, the cellar of the 
Court House, and the ancient grave-stones in the bur3ring^ 
yard, offer interesting objects to the antiquary. Two or 
three old houses are among the few specimens of early 
NeW'^England architecture, now observed by the traveller 
in this state. Captain Doty's house and his portrait, as 
well as his grave and those of his contemporaries and 
children, I visited. 

I had some conversation with an old matron, whose un- 
affected dignity, obliging manners, intelligent remarks, and 
refined language reminded me of many of those I had viewed 
with such respect and attachment in my childhood. She 
approved of my early rising and rational curiosity, and be- 
lieved it would be better if we were more acquainted with 
the character of ovr' ancestors and those difficult times whidi 
were formerly experienced here« There bad been a mmh- 
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room race, which had risen after the Revolutionary War, 
very unlike their fathers, caring nothing for them, and want- 
ing only to amass money; but she believed times were 
better now, and it had become quite the fashion to search 
for antiquities. It seemed to her like the Book of the Law, 
which was lost a long time, but was found in the temple in 
the time of Josiah. 



CHAPTER XL 

A Connecticat Clergyman's Family — ^Wood-h^uiling — ^Middletown. 

In my journey up the river I deviated from my course to 
visit one of the favourite scenes of my childhood. It was 
)os^oiikkemtSt fdwns, so like the others in its general traits, 
ithat to describe it is in some sense to describe all which 
^'retain their anciebt agrieuki»al-ohacaeter. I spent parts of 
two years there while a boy, in the family of the old clergy- 
man of the place ; and thus became instructed in the state 
of society, as an apprentice learns his master's trade, viz. 
by assisting to carry it on. The good old man, who had 
lived many years on a glebe of four acres and four hundred 
dollars a year, was considered by his neighbours entitled by 
his character to the liberal pay of one dollar a week for 
boarding, lodging, and instructing a boy like me ; and in the 
plain hospitality which I received at their firesides, I read at 
once their love for him, and their respect for the learning 
which I was supposed to be seeking. Some of these men, 
while they worked the farms of their ancestors, occupied 
dwellings which had sheltered several generations ; or at 
least reposed under aged elms where their grandfathers had 
pursued their bo3ash sports. I soon began to share the 
feelings of the family, where every wandering stranger was 
sure of finding firiends ; and through the frequent calls of 
connexions and brother-clergymen, as well as by visits in 
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the neighbourhood and the parish, I became acquainted with 
men, congregations, and things far and near. 

If it be useful to a mind to contemplate the operations of 
an important and valuable machine, must it not be an im- 
proving task to observe the operations of sueh a society? I 
cannot tell exactly how much I was the better for the know- 
ledge I acquired Uiere of the piety of iEneas, or the purity 
of the heathen gods ; but I am sure that the excellent and 
exalted characters I there saw displayed, with the daily 
exhibition of doing good, have had a perceptible influence 
on my life, and ought to have had much more. The old 
gentleman, besides his pastoral duties, was chief counsellor 
to old and young in cases of doubt and difficulty, patron- 
general of learning, and one with whom those minds which 
wandered farthest beyond the village sphere were fond of 
comparing themselves. By his kitchen fire, where so many 
of the families of New-England draw their circles in the 
winter evenings, I have heard priBciples avowed, and 
opinions fiimiiiarly expressed, concerning which I have 
since seen the nations of Europe at war. The very bare- 
footed boy who spent a week in the house, while his poot 
wayworn mother was accommodated in the * linter room' for 
the love of him whose heart-broken disciple she was, poor 
litde George went off engrafted with views of the rights and 
duties of man, which certain European sovereigns have re- 
fused to learn from exile or the sword. He encouraged 
me at my evening lesson by reminding me that there was 
no impediment between any boy and the highest station of 
usefulness in the country ; and when we closed with an hour 
spent in shelling com, he would sometimes talk of one of 
my grandfathers who had loved his books in his youth, or 
tell tales of his missionary adventures among the Delaware 
Indians. 

The means of obtaining an education for the desk in past j 
days were confined, as is well known, to the private in- \ 
stractions of clerg3rmen, and none of those seminaries had / 
yet an existence which have since done so much for the/ 
ehurch, and are doing much more. Our New-England* 
clergjrmen carefully transmitted their learning from genera- 
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tion to generation, under the disadvantages to which they 
were subjected, by their private instructions to young men 
preparing for their profession ; and although their time was 
much engrossed with parochial labours, the students were 
not as much as now withdrawn from the world, but more 
trained to the practice of a science in which theoretical 
I learning alone is of little direct avail in society. For my 
own part, I Mi that the Christian religion was of real 
value, when I, though a child, accompanied the venerable 
pastor in some of his visits to the people of his charge. 
Two of these occasions have often since presented them- 
selves to my memor}' in a powerful contrast. One of these 
was the funeral of a young man, who had suddenly died on 
the eve of mairiage. The mother stood among the mourn- 
ful throng, with a heavenly calnmess upon her face, and 
seemed to drink in the consolations of the •Scriptures offered 
by my aged companion, like one thirsty for the water of 
life. In the other case, I found a. half-heathen family at 
their miserable meal, on the outskirts of the parish, with 
poverty and ignorance written on every countenance, no 
Bible in the house, and apparently unacquainted with the 
bearing of its doctrines on that spirit which had recently in- 
habited the lifeless body now ready for the grave in obo 
comer of the room. Never before nor since have I witnessed 
equal degradation in a family in that part of our coimtry; 
and the old pastor seemed as much astonished as m3r8elf, 
for thay had kept aloof from all the blessings of civilization 
around them, and been as much unknown as unknowing* 
From what I heard of the conversation which took place, I 
received the impression that they had come some months 
before from anodier state, where few ttyen enjoyed the bene- 
fits of intellectual or reUgious instruction ; and although I 
spoke not a word on the subject, and probably my reflec- 
tions were not conjectured even by my companion, with all 
his fondness for youth, and his penetration, I believe I left 
the house a decided, though a young champion for knowledge 
and refinement. 
<^ Woed-rbauling- is a word which requires explanation to 
such as have not been intimately acquainted with the country 
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villages in New-England. It is the name of an annual I 
holyday, when the parishioners make their contributions of / 
wood to their pastor, and partake of refreshment or a regU'> 1 
lar dinner at his iiouse. 

In the visits I paid with my venerable instructer to many 
a habitation far and near, to give invitations for this muster 
of the parish, I had glimpses of life among the farmers, and 
even the lawyers' and physicians' householfbl^ and thought 
I grew rich in friends faster than ever before. M. Levas*- 
eeur, while in Qeneral Lafayette's train, had not more reason 
to be pleased with the Americans, than I had to love the 
people of the parish during this tour of visitation. All the 
overflowings of their affection towards the good old man 
they bestowed upon me ; and many a respectful courtesy I 
saw made by dignified frames which I had seen before only 
moving to the house of Grod, and which I had supposed to be 
thus perpendicular the year round. The farmers' wives ^ 
patt i fl m y ■ head ; and stooping down, smiled in my face. 
The girls brought me nut-cakes, and the boys chestnuts and 
apples ; while the old dog or cat was driven out of the 
warm chimney-corner, and I was placed on a block to 
warm my little toes and fingers. I had not supposed there 
were as many dried pumpkins and sausages in the world 
as I saw hanging from the kitchen-walls ; and as for cows 
and beehives, mUk and honey, I thought of the land of Ca- 
naan. To hear such cheerful, laborious, intelligent people 
talk about the joys of religion and the prospects of heaven, 
made me love to sit on their settle-benches and walk on 
their sanded floors. Families in afiiiction, and those in 
poverty were visited, encouraged, or prayed with, and left 
without a hint at any inappropriate subject ; .but where good 
manners and good memory were not found together, an 
invitation was elsewhere given by the pastor to the wood" 
hauling next Thursday, and every face brightened at the 
word. 

Thursday came at the parsonage, and I helped to twist 
tow strings to roast the beef and spareribs, while all the 
tables were set in rows ; loaves of bread were cut iit> as to 
appear yet whole ; the great gate, like those fickle peo* 
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pie whose similitude it is, after having been for a time 
close shut, was swung wide open; and the farmers and 
farmers' boys hurried off to the woods with their horse 
sleds. By-and-by they began to come in, rivalling each 
other in the size of their, loads, the straightness and quality 
of their wood, their expedition in cutting it, their dexterity in 
driving up and unloading it. Sleighs came in with bags of 
wheat and rye or Indian meal, which the miller had to 
grind and toll for us through the winter ; and butter, eggs, 
cheese, bacon, heads of fine flax and hanks of yam were 
handed in and deposited in cellars and cupboards, with ad- 
miration at the generosity of friends far and near. Twenty 
men, old and respectable enough for deacons, were soon 
assembled; while there were others in the prime of life, 
onough to have made one of Colonel Warner's companies 
at the battle of Bennington. Ah ! how many of those iron- 
bound frames have ere this been shattered by death, as the 
finest trees of the forest were that day levelled and riven by 
their hands ! 

Long Tom Heviritt came headlong down Hewitt's Hill, 
with his horses' tails- sweeping the snow, and pulling the 
handsomest load of white ash that was hauled that winter. 
There he had lived, driving such horses, and burning such 
wood, like his fathers before him, with little notice from the 
world : one of the shoots from a stump of an old family which 
dated jEar badk towards the first settlement of the township. 
He looked as wild as any of the Indians his ancestors were 
reported to have out^ambushed and outrun ; but there was 
MOthing else savage or active about him. The uplands pro- 
duced more grass than the cattle or sheep could eat, and 
they multiplied and fattened even faster than the Hewitts 
who fed and slaughtered them ; and this was the simple 
secret of their being all men ^ to do in the world." He had 
more respectability than his apathy deserved, and more in- 
fluence than he ever exercised. His children were bom to 
ignorance and plenty of bread and milk. They went to 
pasture in the smnmer, and ate hasty-pudding and great 
sweet apples all winter. They never ran away and never 
died. Their feet were -too heavy for the former, and the 
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ait was too pure fbr the latter. Because Hewitt's ri%e was 
the highest ground ia that region, they seemed to think there 
was nothing above them worth grasping after. They bore 
the reproach of ignorance from generation to generation, 
because, as the expression was, ^eir family was of pocnr 
blood enough : want of education being hereditary among 
them, which is next to downright vice in public estimatioik 
I am not using language here in its European sense ; fbr 
reading, writing, and cipheiing are not here called educa* 
tioD. The Hewitts went to the district school every winter^ 
and the teachers were boarded and respectfully treated is 
their regular turns at their houses ; but none o£ them got 
that acquaintance with the world, or what it contains, which 
80 often enlivened their neighbours' conversation, had not a 
map or a library to show, nor any eminent namesake to 
boast of, and, to crown all, were not ashamed of their degra* 
dation. When therefore Tom had unloaded his wood, his 
Hext end only thought was that it must be near dinner- 
time. 

Charley Crawley was smnounced as being on his way up 
the plain. Some pretended to recognise him by his sorrow** 
ftd long under-jaw ; but they in fact distinguished the un- 
painted dash-board of his pung, which had been broken the 
week before by his wild son Josh in a high gale, and after- 
ward mended by him in a low one. llie old horse, which 
was as calm as a wooden clock, with the old man to balance 
his notions, had been a wild fury on the night, of the deigh- 
ride, when she set off in the moonlight like a watch with a 
broken hair-spring, at a rate never designed for him, and 
soon ran out his career. What Charley had in his pung he 
was slow in exhibiting, so that the spectators had begun to 
tire at their posts, when old Captain John, a retured sailor, 
came up, heralded by his own stentorian voice. His knotty 
whip made many short fashionable calls on his blind horse, 
which was proof against such attacks, as much as the scuUa 
of the Hewitts against the wit of the master^ 

The out-door ceremonies were almost completed, when 
two lines had been formed by the loads of fine wood thrown 
dexterously off the sleds to the right and left, almost the 
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whole length of the yard. The place of faonanr, that is dii 
vacant spot at the end of this avenue, alone remained to be 
ecciipied, having been, with one consent, left for Bill Peter*, 
the most athletic man in the town. He soon came from the 
ferthest wood-lot, and with the largest load, and with f 
rapidity and skill which excited general admiration, emptiec 
his sled in the very spot designed, without any apparen 
exertion ; and in a moment more, had disposed of his team 
stamped the snow from his boots, and had taken his sea 
amid the whole party at the table, where a scene of hones 
hilarity occurred which I shall not attempt to describe* 

Returning to Middletown-— the approach to that city if 
beautiful from almost every quarter. The river spreads on' 
in the form of a lake, and has the aspect, from several 
points, of being entirely enclosed by the green and colti 
vated hills around it 

la Middletown are several neat and even elegant private 

houses. The view commanded by the eminence on whid 

the Wesleyan College stands, though inferior in extent U 

that from a hiU in the rear, is varied and rich in an extreme 

The £uie bend of the river just below, with all that art anc 

nature have done for its banks, here presents itself whi 

/great effect* Various manufactures are carried on witl 

success, as the small tributaries of the Connecticut iumisl 

. much water-power, but no associations exist for the literal] 

\knprovement of the people, with the exception of a smal 

social library, founded before the Revolution. This ii 

owing, in a great measure, to the emigration of i 

laige proportion of the young men to commercial cities 

The people of this place have had their full share in form 

ing new settlements at different periods, some near am 

some far distant Mr. White^ the first settler of that part o 

tiie State of New-York long known by the general name o 

'Whitestown, and now embracing several counties, went firon 

this place in 17—-^, with his axe only, and began with hn 

own unassisted strength to clear a forest, which has no^ 

given room to a hundred thousand inhabitants. Humai 

ingenuity and enterprise will be exerted where and when 

•vcr N^Scient encouragement is offered. While maiq 



hMvt felt th^ impudse which drore them to a new cotkntry 
far away, some have been attracted by the iacilities fov 
manufacturing afforded by the streams, and others hav* 
been peiserering in digging freestone from the Taluablti 
quarries on the opposite bank of the Connecticut. 

Among the spots ci local interest tnay be mentioned three 
beautiful little cascades, all within about four miles of the city^ 
6ne of them in^ Chatham, on the opposite side of the rivef* 
Lanrd Grove lies on the way to another, and shades one of 
the most beautiful winding wood-land roads in New-England ; 
in the spring enridied for a mile or more with die utmost 
profusion of those shrubs from which it has its name, in full 
bloom. The istream which forms the Chatham cascade 
proceeds from a pond at the elevated base of a rude bluff 
ealled Ratdesnake Hill, in yv^uch is a cobalt mine. It hai 
not proceeded above two hundred yards when it leaps from 
a rock, and falls into a wild little basin : a delightful retreat 
from the heat of the sun. The pond is one of the head* 
Waters of Salmon River, or the Moodus. That stream, 
alter rushing through many romantic valleys, empties into 
Ihe Connecticut, behind a point formed by a sweet little 
meadow which I had seen before. The country t^ugh 
mbich it passes was the residence of the Moodus Indian^ 
who had the reputation among other tribes of being 
vorcerers; and some traditions of them are still found 
among the white people, to which Brainerd's poetry refers* 

A small cluster of houses on the road near the pond have 
something a little foreign in their appearance ; and the namee 
and the dialect of some of their inhabitants Excite surprise 
in the stranger, who knows how homogeneous the popula* 
tion of' New-England towns always is. They are the de^ 
BcendantB of several German families, brought hens some 
years ago to work the cobalt mine, which was soon found 
too unproductive to pay the expenses. There are other 
minerals in the neighbourhood, particulariy in a lead mine 
cm the river's bank. 

I think there can be found no pleasanter route for a travw 
eller during a summer tour than along the river tpwns from 
lifiddletown up to Peerfield, The roads on both sides lie 
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/ chiefly on the fine levels which generally border thiis kln^ 
i of New-England streams, and the villages are all situated 
' upon them, with the exception of SufiSield and Enfield. 
The occasional interpositicm of a hill or two, and the cross- 
ing of a few ravines, afibrd only an agreeable variety to the 
'journey. The intelligence and good habits of the people, 
Ithe flourishing condition of the arts, the abundance of 

the COmfcfrtS of life, and thp hnmnggnflniia-««#iMity^ StOl 

[almost everywhere preserved, present at every step objects 
I of interest to the observing traveller. Here also are seen 
jthe birth-places of many of those who have emigrated to 
other parts of the Union, assisted in clearing the Western 
forests, and in pressing on civilization far towards the inte- 
rior oi the continent. Here we see schools where men 
have received the first rudiments of the learning they h^ve 
afterward displayed on the benches and in the legislatures 
of states, which, when they were building, were without a 
same, or perhaps an inhabitant 

The limits which I have 'mentioned include the sites of 

die first settlements on the river, excepting only the military 

\ one at Saybrook. The convenience of travelling is greatly 

increased by the fine rows of trees, which, with some inter* 

; ruptions indeed, line the roads the whole distance. I have 

\ not been able to ascertain whence arose the ancient practice 

\ of thus decorating the streets and high-*road8 ; but from my 

Earliest recollection^ th6' fine ehns^- spreading their noble 

branches over my head, excited my admiration. Many of 

them are of great age; indeed, trunks are standing, and 

others have been recently removed,, which seem to claim a 

date coeval with, or anterior to, the clearing of the forests. 

In many places, particularly in some of the villages, the 

finest trees, of extraordinary growth, form two, three, or 

lour lines, and overshadow the broad path, while their trunks 

are at the same time so naked as not to shut out the view 

around. The sight of a fine tree is impressive; but a 

journey of seventy or eighty miles through such a grovtt 

fosters feelings of a delightfiil and exalting nature.. 
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CHAPTER Xn.^ 

* • 

Hartfoid— Chartet Rill, the Seat of the Willis Family—Public 
Infltitutionfl-^Society^-^Aiitiquitiefl. 

HAEtFOiU) may be taken as n specimen of the whole) 
nountryt on every side are seen marks of a former more/ 
qoieseent state of things, while a hanying, populous, and! 
prosperous current, which has since set in, is rapidly flow^^' 
ing on* A few of the habitations of old times remain, with$ 
many of the sound sentiments and excellent habits of forraeir^^ 
days ; but as the former have been generally improved by ] 
modem hands, or at least furnished with comforts formerljr ' 
unknown, without losing their pristine character or their, 
venerable aspect, so where the good sense, intelligence, and \ 
religion of former days are found, they appear to have been ^ 
rendered at once more valuable among dieir contrasts, and | 
more extensively useful through the new channels now^ 
opened for their exercise. Every thing indicates thfiLgc^al 
re^0iu^.n which has taken place within a few years in thd 
employmoits of the active people of New-England, wher« 
so many hands are now engaged in manufactures, and the 
agency which has converted the nation into a race of ^ 
nomades during a large part of the y^ar. The strokes of ; 
hammers and the rolling of wheels are frequently heardf ; 
and many steamboats and stage-coaches are daily arriving 
and departing. 

Afler visiting the public institutions, in which Hartford 
has become very rich, and enjo3dng more of the society than 
I have leisure to weigh or estimate, I paid a visit to Charter 
Hill, until lately the seat of the Willises. It has passed out 
of the family, after having been occupied by them for a 
century and a half or more ; and I am the more anxious to 
describe it because it may soon lose such of its ancient 
cbaraottiistiei as it yet retams. The estate lies iqwn tha 

9* 
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last prominent angle of an elevated range of beautiful level 
ground, which rises above the south meadows of Hartford, 
and makes a conspicuous appearance from the river, it9 
banks, and several parts of the city, while it overlooks a 
large part of Hartford,, and the fertile course of the Con* 
necticut for some miles. The garden occupies the level to 
the verge of the descent, having the venerable old mansion 
on the north, and a remnant of the orchard on the east, 
where I suppose stood in former times a block-house, for 
defence against the Indians, At the foot of the hill, and 
shading the street, still stands the ancient oak in full vigouv, 
though tradition says that it was left a fidl-grown tree when 
the native forest was levelled around it. 

A smooth and verdant descent, in some places too steep 
to be safely passed, leads from the elevation towards the 
level of the extensive meadows bejow, on one of the upper 
levels of which the Indians once annually pitched their wig- 
wams in the sununer-season, and where now are seen countp 
less fields of grass and grain, often divided by fine rows oi 
trees, and occasionally bordered with bowers of native 
grape-vines. The ancient oak, which has furnished so many 
generations of sportive children with acorn cups and a really 
sublime object for their admirationj shows as yet no token 
of decay, but bids fair to flourish yet for another century. 
The charter of Connecticut colony, which owes its pres- 
ervation to this faithful trunk, seems to have imbued it in 
return with perpetual life; and the tree is regarded with 
peculiar veneration for its connexion with that important 
event in the history of the country. 

I did not expect, when I began to speak of Charter Hill, 

to find leisure to say a word of the people of Hartford or 

their public institutions, several of which do great honour to 

. their liberality and intelligence. Having a few minutes, 

however, I will say, in the first place, that the Americau 

, Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb is the first institution of the 

■' kind ever founded in America, and has not only encouraged 

f the establishment of all others existing in the Union, but 

has caused them to be conducted on one plan, and thai 

|ir(rf)ably the best in tbe^workL . The Retreat for die Insam 
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(which by the way owes its existence chiefly to the enlight*j 
ened philanthropy of the original projector of the asylumJ 
the late Dr. Cogswell) has been conducted ever since its 
foundation oii the most improved principles, and aided inl 
bringing about an era in the treatment of insanity at which] 
humanity has great reason to rejoice. The learned and\ 
persevering gentleman under whom this institution rose to i 
an exalted reputation, the late Dr. Todd, is acknowledged 
tohaye effectually cured a greater proportion of the cases 
he has treated than aiiy person in America or Europe* 
And how consoling is the reflection, that the treatment now^ 
dispenses with all the harsh measures, the compulsory! 
means, both corporeal and mental, to which not m^ny years 
ago the insane were subjected in hospitals, under the most 
ill-founded theories. How consoling must it be to those 
who come hither to intrust their afflicted fri^ds to the skill 
of the oflicers, to see the comfortable plan and .arrangements 
of their destined abode, the intelligent and gentle manners 
of the superintendent, matron, physicians, and nurses, and'v 
to learn that the female department is under the frequent in- j 
spection of a committee of the ladies of the city, among t 
whom the sufferers of their own sex are sure to find the 
most delicate sympathy! How interesting it is to every 
visiter of feeling, to look upon the well-proportioned ediflce, 
the spacious enclosure, and the agreeable scenery around, to 
reflect that they are all rendered subservient to the restora- 
tion of the immortal mind to the exercise of its native 
powers, and the cure of those diseases which invade and 
lay waste the nobler part of man : the reconstruction of that 
edifice whose grandeur is most astonishing when it is viewed 
in shattered fragments ! 

Marks of unusual refinement and delicacy are found ': 
among the society of Hartford, such as we might expect ; 
among persons who have in some sense the oversight of so / 
many objects of charitable interest. The ladies do notj 
observe the pupils of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, or hear ofi, 
or visit the tenants of the Retreat, without feelings of com- 
passion and disinterestedness ; and the persons employed in 
Ihoae institutions have opportunities for studying the natura , 
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of the mind which few others possess; It is neceiisaiy fo^ 
an intelligent observer to witness but one lesson in a class 
of the deaf and dumb, to see that the course of instruction 
must develop the fiausulties of the pupils^ and especially of 
the teacher, in an extraordinary degree* It was foretold of 
the Rev. Mr. G^audet sone years ago, and very soon afiet 
his return from Europe, at the conmiencement of tfaf 
American Asylum, that he was in a way to become a di» 
tinguished benefactor to his country, by introducing improve^ 
ments into the principles of general education. And how 
fully has experience proved the foresight of this remarki 
With a heart of the warmest philanthropy, and a mind at 
once judicious, penetrating, inventive, and persevering, bt 
has produced several books for the elementary instruction of 
children in morals and religion, which have taught many a 
parent to do what has been for ages considered impossiblei 
and encouraged them to undertake more, while it has pro* 
cured for many a child advantages often denied to persons 
of mature age. 

There is to be found in Hartford a considerable amount 

of literary and scientific knowledge and taste. Beside those 

residents of both sexes who have devoted time to reading* 

the collection of specimens, the rearing of plants, Sliu 

Washington College, which was established a few years 

since, in a commanding situation in the immediate environSf 

has exercised some favourable influence in this respect* 

Several schools for young ladies, at different periods, have 

also had their share in raising and supporting the intellectual 

^; character of the city. Among them was one taught a few 

years since by Miss Huntley, now Mrs. Lydia H. Si<« 

:goumey, who has distmguished herself as one of the best 

'female writers of our country, in poetry and prose, and who 

^ has done more with her pen than almost any other of her 

sex in the United States, to elevate public sentiment, and 

to show the holy union which exists between religion 

and pure, exalted literary taste. During a few years in 

which she was devotciti to the instruction of young ladies in 

this city, she employed her leisure in cultivating her own 

mi hearty and in contributing to the enjoym^ts of • 
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■Dcial circle of which she was a member. A smaU Uterarf ] 
society of which she was the fomider, like the school I 
which she instructed, was a source of moral and inteM 
l^ctual benefit to the various spheres in which its membenj 
since have moved. It was more rare then than now to see 
such exertions made, and crowned with such success ; and 
it is not easy to describe how unpromising appeared the 
project of forming such an association among the youth 
of such a town, or how gratifying was the surprise caused 
by its prosperity. Several larger and more pubUc associaA 
tions now exist in Hartford, the number of inhabitants having] 
become nearly double, and the general interest in favour of/ 
intellectual improvement throughout the larger and many of 
the smaller towns in this part of the country having increased 
in an equal ratio ; and to their members it will be gratifying 
to leam that such societies early received the sanction and 
aid of such an individual as Mrs. Sigoiimey. 

The Goodrich ,Aaaociatxon hear literary,^ scientific, or! . 
moral lectures every week through the winter from some/ 
of their members ; while the debates of the CiceroneaR/ 
Lyceum also interest a . large number, principally of the> 
young. A social library, of considerable extent and value, j 
established many years ago^ has had an infiuence on the 
literary character of the people, though lately more than 
heretofore, as it is an important characteristic of all the; 
means of knowledge, that they powerfully assist each other's .' 
operaticm.. The S abb a tb ^ oh oels are in a most flourishing . 
Stat^T; and wherever this is the case, not religion and morals \ 
alone find benefit in them, but useful knowledge of every J 
kind is powerfully promoted. . There are now no l^ss than 
ten or twelve churches in the city, all which, with two or 
three exceptions, have Sabbath-schools connected with 
them. A society, consisting of all the teachers, has existed 
for ten years. I had the gratification of seeing them on the 
anniversary of American Independence proceed from the 
central church, after . a public service for the occasion, and 
move by schools and classes, under their appropriate teachers 
and superintendents, to a beautiful grove of young maples 
which closed over-heada and fp^ned a complete canopy foir 
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the street, to join their voices in sacred music and listen 1 
an appropriate address. The spot, it happened, was nei 
that formed J the annual scene of a public dinner on Ht 
fourth of July ; and the reflection that so gratifying a chaiif 
had taken pldtce in its celebration gave double interest to ti 
scene. There were none of the decorations or ensigns i 
war now displayed. And indeed why should powder ai 
steel have all the honour of that conquest which wi 
effected primarily by the virtue and intelligence of 01 
fathers ? We were presented with a procession of son 
hundreds of children, the boys generally in blue jackets u 
white pantaloons, and the girls in white frocks tied wi 
blue ribands, all with cheerful faces, neat and well-behave 

More books are annually published in this place than 
any other in New-England, only excepting Boston, as 
believe. The amount it is difficdt to estimate. In additii 
to other machines employed, three steam-presses are now 
operation. 

In the old burying-ground in Hartford, in the rear of tl 
eentre church, are tht ee ancient monuments, in good pres6 
vation, side by side, erected to the memory of three of tl 
most distinguished men among the founders of the colon 
They were originally placed over the graves, in some spc 
I believe, not far from where they now are. They a 
simple slabs, of red "sandstone or freestone, about fi^ 
inches in thickness, raised on blocks of the same, and fo 
tunately of a lasting material, for after so long an exposu 
to the elements they are almost entire, and their inscri 
tioBS are easily legible. The following is a copy of tj 
first epitaph on the northern stone : — 

HERE. LYETH. THE. BODY. OF, yr 
HONOVRABLE. JOHN, HAYNES, 
ESQr first. GOUERNOUR. OF 
YE COLONY OF CONNECTICVTT 
IN. NEWINGLAND. WHO. DYED 
MARCH. YB. J. ANNO DOM 166 J 

There are two other similar inscriptions on the saa 
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•tone : one to the ** Rev. Mr. Joseph Haynes, minister of 
the first church in Hartford, who deceased on the twenty- 
fourth of May, Anno Dom. 1769, aged thirty-eight years ;" 
and the last to ** Mrs. Sarah Haynes, relict of Mr. Joseph 
Ha3me8, who deceased November the 15th, Anno Dom. 
1705, in the sixty-seventh year of her age." 
The middle stone bears the following inscription : — > 

In mekort of the Rev. Thomas Hooker 

Who nr 1636 with his assistant Mr. Stone removed 

To Hartford with about 100 persons, where he 

Planted ye FmsT Church in Oonnecticut 

Am bloquent, able and faithful Minister of Christ, 

He died July 7TH Mi LXI 

The following is tke inscription on the third or southem 
stone : — 

R 

Am bpitafh on M Samuel Stone, Deceased ye 61 

YE ARE OF ms AGE IvLY 20 1663. 
NeWBNOLAND's OLORY &L her radiant CROWNEi 

Was he who now on softest bed of downe, 
Til glorious resurrection morne appeare. 
Doth safely, sweetly sleepe in Jesus herb. 
In nature's solid art, & reasoning well, 
tis snowne, beyond compare, he did excell ! 
Errors corrupt, by sinnewous dispute. 
He did oppvgne, & clearly them confute : 
Above all things he Christ his Lord preferrd, 
Hartford, thy richest jewel's here interd. 

These inscriptions are copied as closely as the type of 
the present day will allow. The originals are among the 
most interesting relics in our country, and may, to all ap- 
pearance, yet be preserved for centuries, even in the open 
air, if properly protected from injury. The liberal-minded 
people of Hartford would honour Uiemselves and the memory 
of Uieir pious ancestors, by surrounding these invaluable 
monuments with some sufficient barrier* 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

Nanative of a Visit to the Springs in the last Century — ^Newip; 

A FRIEND of mine, who possesses a most accurate mei 
has furnished me with the following account of a vin 
made to the Springs in the year 1791, in company 
several of her acquaintances, male and female^ Tmi 
it may prove in some respects interesting to my reade: 
have an opportunity to compare the present with the p 
have thought proper to insert it nearly in the words in n 
I received it 

The party originally consisted of five, viz. three gc 
men and two ladies, who travelled with two gigs (then c 
chairs) and a saddle-hotve. Their first plan was to 
ceed only to ** Lebanon Pool," now known as Leb 
Springs, and after a short visit there to return : some of 
friends, who had spent a little time there in preceding y 
having made a pleasing report of the place. The g\ 
mother of one of them, it was recollected, had returned 
*' the Pool" one pleasant day before the Revolution, anc 
mounted firom her sidensaddle, in a dark-coloured jose} 
petticoat, with the dignity proverbial of those old times 
told of her booking for dinner the pease picked by the gc 
men at that ancient watering-place. 

From Hartford the party proceeded westward ; and i 
idea may be formed of the fashions firom the dress of oi 
the ladies, who wore a black beaver with a sugar-loaf cr 
eight or nine inches high, caUed a steeple crown, w 
round with black and red cord and tassels, being less si 
than the gold cord sometimes worn. Habits having 
out of fashion, the dress was of *' London smoke" bi 
doth, buttoned down in firont and at the side with tw< 
four gilt buttons, about the size of a half-dollar. ] 
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waists and sta3ns were in fashion, and the shoes were ex^^ 
tremely sharp-toed and high-heeled, ornamented with large 
paste buckles on the instep. At a tavern where they spent 
the first night, the ladies were obliged to surround them- 
selves with a barrier of bean-leaves to keep off the bugs which 
infested the place ; but this afforded only temporary benefit^ 
as the vermin soon crept to the ceiling and fell upon them 

I from above. The Green Woods, through which the road lay 
for many miles, were very rough, and in many places could 
not be travelled in carriages without danger. They scarcely 

,;^ met anybody on this part of the way, except an old man 
with a l<Hig white beard, who looked like a palmer on a 
pflgrimige to the Holy Land ; and his wife — ^who rode a 
horse on a saddle with a projecting pummel, then called a 
pannel, and a single iron chain for a bridle — ^was as ugly 

M as one of Shakspeare's old crones. 

[ The few habitations to be seen were so uninviting, that 
the travellers usually took their meals in the open air, in 
some pleasant spot under the trees, and often by the side of 
a brook, the recollection of which is pleasant even to this 
day. After three days they reached Hudson, where they 
were introduced to a very pleasant circle by a friend who 
resided in the place, and after sufficient repose they pro- 
ceeded. A gentleman, who had eome to attend a ball, here 
joined the party, sending a messenger home for clothes ; 
and although he did not receive them, and had only his 
dancing dress, persisted in proceeding with them. He 
mounted his borse, therefore, in a suit of white broad- 
cloth, with powdered hair, small-clothes, and white silk 
stockings. While at Hudson, it had been determined that 

. they would go directly to Saratoga, where several of the 
inhabitants of Hudson then were ; the efficacy of the water 
in restoring health being much celebrated, as well as the 
curious round and hollow" rock from which it flowed. Hud- 
son was a flourishing village, although it had been settled 
but about seven years, by people from Nantucket and 
Rhode Island. 

In the afternoon the prospect of a storm made the travel- 
lers hasten their gait, and they stoj^ped for the night at aa 

10 

. « 
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old Dutch house, which, notwithstandmg the uncouth aspect 
of a fireplace without jams, was a welcome retreat from the 
weather* The thunder, lightning, and rain soon came on^ 
and prevailed for some hours, but left a clear sky in the 
inoming, when the party proceeded, and reached Albany al 
breakfast-time. Some of the party were greatly alarmed 
at the sight of an old woman at a door in one of the streets^ 
with her face shockingly disfigured by the small-pox, in a 
state of activity, for one of the ladies had never had that 
disease, and was near enough to be exposed to the con* 
tagion. By the presence of mind of her companions, how- 
ever, she was prevented from observing the painful object^ 
•nd from such apprehension as they felt for her, until the 
tone for the appearance of the disease had passed. The 
old Dutch church, with its pointed roof and great window 
of painted glass, stood at that time at the foot of State- 
street 

At Troy, where the travellers took tea, there were only 
Bbout a dozen houses : the place having been settled only 
three years by people from Killingworth, Saybrook, and 
other towns' in Connecticut. Lansingburgh was an older 
and more considerable town ; containing apparently more 
than a hundred houses, and inhabited principally by emi- 
grants from the same state. The tavern was a very good 
one ; but the inhabitants were so hospitable to the party, 
who were known through mutual friends, that the time was 
spent almost entirely at private houses. Afler a delay of 
two nights and a day, they proceeded on their journey* 
Crossing the Hudson to Waterford by a ferry, they went 
back as far as the Mohawk to see the Cohoes Falls, of 
wliich they had a fine view from the northern bank, riding 
along the brow of the precipice in going and returning* 

On the road to the Mohawk the travellers met a party of 
some of the most respectable citizens of Albany in a common 
country wagon, without a cover, with straw under feet, and 
with wooden chairs for seats : their family-coach being too 
heavy for short excursions. Two gentlemen on horse- 
back, in their company, finding that our travellers were 
gomg to Saratoga, olSered to accompany t|iem to the scene 



▲ whjdbrnssb. 107 

of battle at Behmis's Heights, and thither they proceeded 
after visiting the Oehoes. 

" We dined," said my informant, " in the house which 
was General Burgoyne's head-quarters in 1777 ; and one 
of the females who attended us was there during the battle. 
She informed us of many particulars, showed us a spot upon 
the floor which was stained with the blood of General 
Frazer, who," she &dded, ^when brought in mortally 
wounded from the field, was laid upon the table at whidi 
we were seated. During the funeral, the American troops^ 
who had got into the British rear on the opposite side of 
the river, and had been firing over the house, on discovering 
the cause of the procession up the steep hill, where Frazer 
had requested to be interred, not only ceased firingy by| 
played a dead march in compliment to his memory." 

*' On leaving the battle-ground for Saratoga Lake, our party 
were reduced in number to four by the loss of four gentle- 
men ; two of whom, however, intended to overtake us, if 
possible, before night. The country we had now to pass 
over, after leaving the banks of the Hudson, was very un« 
inviting, and almost uninhabited* The road lay through a 
forest, and was formed of logs. We travelled till late in 
the afternoon before we reached a house, to which we had 
been directed for our lodging. It stood in a solitary places 
in an opening of the dark forest, and had so comfortless an 
appearance, that without approaching to take a near view, 
or alighting, we determined to proceed farther. It was 
a wretched log-hut, with only one door, which had never 
been on hinges, was to be lifted by every person coming 
in and going out, and had no fastening except a few nails* 
We halted at the sight of it ; and one of the gentlemen rode 
up to take a nearer view. Standing up in his saddle, he 
peeped into a square hole which served as a window, but 
had no glass nor shutter^ and found the floor the bare earth, 
with scarcely any furniture to be seen. Nothing, remained 
for us but to proceed, and make our way to the Springs as 
fast as possible; for we knew of no human habitation 
nearer ; and when or how we might hope to reach tberOf 
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ire could not tell. We were for a time extremely di»» 
pirited, until the gentleman who had joined us at Hudion 
eame forward (still in his ball-dxess), and endearoured to 
encourage us, 8a3ring, that if we would but trust to his guid- 
aneet he doubted not that he should be able to conduct U8 
•afely and speedily to a more comfortable habitation* 

** This raised our hopes ; and we followed him cheerfully, 
Ihough the day was now at its close, and the forest seemed 
thicker and darker than before. When the last light al 
length had disappeared, smd we found ourselves in the 
deepest gloom, our guide confessed that he had encouraged 
«s to keep ui^from despair; and that as to any knowledge 
hi the road, he had never been there before in his life. H# 
however dismounted, tied his horse behind our chair, and 
taking the bridle of our own, began to lead him on, groping 
his way as well as he was able, stepping into one mud-hole 
after another without regard to his silk stockings, sometimes 
op to his beauish knee-buckles. It seemed as if we were 
going for a long time down a steep hill into some bottote- 
lese pit; and every few minutes one wheel would pase 
over a log or ti stump so high as almost to overset us. At 
length we insisted on stopping, and spent a quarter of an 
hour in anxiety and doubt, being unable to determine what 
we had better do. We heard the voices of animals in 
the woods, which some of us feared might attack us. At 
length one of the gentlemen declared that a sound which 
we had heard for some time at a distance, could not be the 
howl of a wol^ for which we had taken it, but must be the 
barking of a wolf-dog, and indicated that the habitation of 
his master was not very far off, proposing to go in search 
of it. The gentlemen were unwilling to leave us alone ; 
but we insisted that they might need each other's assist- 
ance, and made them go together. But it was a long timr 
before we heard from them again. How long they wen 
gone I do not know, for we soon became impatient ant 
alarmed; but at length we discovered a light among th< 
trees, which shining' upon the trunks and boughs, made i 
beavtiful vi^ta, like an endless Gothic arch« and showed ' 
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thousand tall columns on both sides. We discovered them 
returning, accompanied by two men, who led us off the road, 
and stuck up lighted pine knots to guide our friends. 

" Under their guidance we found our way to a log-house, 
containing but one room, and destitute of every thing except 
hospitable inhabitants ; so that, although we were admitted, 
we found we should be obliged to make such arrangements as 
we could for sleeping. There was no lamp or candle; 
light being supplied by pine knots stuck in the crevices of 
the walls. The conversation of the family proved that 
wild beasts were very numerous and bold in the surround- 
ing forest, and that they sometimes, when hungry, ap« 
proached the house ; and there was a large aperture left a^ 
the bottom of the door to admit the dogs when ii^ danger 
from wolves. The floor extended on one side but to within 
the distance of several feet of the wall, a s^ace being left to 
kindle the fire upon the bare ground ; and when we wanted 
tea made, the mistress of the house could produce only 2^ 
single kettle, in which water was boiled for, washing and 
every other purpose. She had heard of teakettles, but had 
never seen one ; and was impressed with in idea of the 
usefulness of such a utensil. When we Jiad spread the 
table, out of our own stores, and divided tea-cups and 
saucers, a porringer, &;c., among us, we seated ourselves, 
partly on the bedstead, and partly on a kind of arm-chair, 
which was formed by an old round table when raised per- 
pendicularly, and thus partook of a meal. 

"We were, however, suddenly alarmed by cries or 
screams at a little distance in the forest, which some of 
us supposed to be those of wolves or bears. Our hostj 
after listening a while, declared his belief that* they were tlie 
eries of some travellers who had lost their way, and pro- 
ceeded with the gendemen to search for them. . They found 
our two expected friends, who had followed the path lighted 
by the torches, but unfortunately wandered from it a little, 
and soon found before them a wall too high to reach from 
their stirrups. They attempted to retreat ; but found it also 
behind them ; and though they rode round and round, feel- 
ing for a place of exit, could find none, and then began to 

lO* 
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etll for usistance, hoping that some dwelling might be 
within the readi of their Toiees. Being happily relieTed and 
lettored to tia, the adventures of the evening served as a 
•driect of pleasantff; They had unconsciously entered a 
potmd or pen for bears, by a very narrow entrance, which 
ill the darkness they could not find again, and thus their 
embarrassment was fidly explained. We slept that night 
on our luggage and saddles ; but our hospitable hosts re- 
ftsed all reward in the morning. 

^On reaching the Springs at Saratoga, we found but 
three habitations, and those poor log-houses, on the high 
bank of the meadow, where is now the western side of the 
itreet, near the Round Rock. This was the only spiing 
Aen visited. The houses were almost full of strangers, 
ionoDg whom were several ladies and gentlemcM finom 
Albany; and we found it almost impossible to obtain ao» 
eommodations, even fiur two nights. We found the Round 
Sock at that time entire ; the large tree which some years 
since fell and cracked a fissure in it being then standing near, 
and the water, which occasionally overflowed, and increased 
the rock by its deposites, keeping the general level three 
or four inches below the top. The neighbourhood of the 
Spring, like all the country we had seen for many miles, 
was a perfect forest ; and there were no habitations to be 
seen in all the vicinity, except the three log-houses, which 
afforded us little more than a shelter. We arrived on 
Saturday, and left there on Monday morning for Ballston, 
which we reached after a short ride. But there the ac- 
commodations for visiters were still less inviting. The 
Springs, of which there were several, were entirely unpro* 
teeted, on the borders of a woody swamp, and near th 
brook, in which we saw bubbles rising in several placet 
iNdiich indicated other spHngs. There were two or thre 
miserable habitations, but none in which a shelter could b 
obtained. There was a small hovel, into which some o 
Ate water was conducted for bathing; but as there w 
nothing like comfort to be found, we proceeded homew 
after spending a short tune at the place." 

floeh is a brief account of a journey to the Springs in 
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hit century; and how difficult it is -to realize that the 
changes which have since occurred can Btve taken place 
within the life of man ! And yeU where do we look with^ 
out finding evidence of similar, if not ejflud akerationt} often 
effected in a shorter period t . . '** 

On the road up Connecticut River, over which I passed 
at such a rate as to give me little opportunity to record or 
even to make many remarks, every one must be struck with 
the size and number of the mani^actories which have bees 
multiplied and magnified to such an extent all over the 
country within a few years. 

^^ • • • • J gg^^ ^jjg name of John Tymlmn, an old 
schoolmate, on a tin sign over the door of a printing^ffice ;. 
and recollecting that I had heard of his being the experienced 
editor of the village journal, I revived the ^cquaint^pce of 
past days, and lounged several hours in his room duiing 
my .stay in the place. The conveisalions I there held and 
overheard, with the little I had known of the press and its 
appurtenances (viz. public taste and such matters), in pre- 
ceding years, threw my mind into a toaia of thought^ 
which, if I were to judge from the well-known soporific 
qualities of Mr. Tympan's sheet which I had in my hand, 
was probably indulged in during a short slumber. First, i 
fancied I saw all the fonns in which the Chinese wooden 
stereotype has ever appeared, and those through which 
have passed the type of Europe since they left the hands 
of Guttenburg, Janssoen, Faust, and Shofier, till they 
reached those of Firmin Didot and his English rivals. And 
what a mass was there ! Centuries of black letter, suc- 
ceeded by the floods of light-faced t3rpe which may be said 
to have been the chief means of '* illuminating" the world 
since the cry for knowledge has extended beyond the walls 
of convents. And the sight may be better imagined than 
described ! Then came a whole parque of presses, more 
numerous than the abortive models of machines in the 
Patent-office at Washington, presenting all possible applica^ 
tions of the lever, screw, wheel, weight, plane, &c., except 
the most usefiil. There was the old Ramage press, the first 
which I recognised stt an acquaintance, and I looked npoD 
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its lambering uprights and simple sweeping lever with a de- 
gree of reverence, because its physiognomy revived the im- 
pressions of childhood, when I had contemplated it as the 
press, though .its plan is exploded, and the power of muscle, 
and the ages of days' works that are now seen to have been 
wasted upon it, might have made fifty canals across Darien. 
Next came to my view the folios, the quartos, the octavos^ 
and the rest of their family down to double twenty-four- 
mos, with their various bindings, gildings, clasps, and em- 
bossings displayed, and their fluttering leaves showing hints 
of their contents. A deluge of ideas floated through my 
mind at the sight ; as I turned from the books which boasted 
only of reviving the fooleries of antiquity with its knowledge, 
to those monuments of modem invention, in which the 
giant and the pigmy, the amaranth and the four-o'clock lie 
side by side. 

How forcibly may the quaint words of some of the old 
books of my vision be applied to the present times I 

" Circa hoc etiam tempus," says Caxton (in continuatione 
Polycronici Ranulphi Higden, Anglice a se translati, quae 
cum opere ipso prodiit Londini a. 1482 (as) circa a. 1455), 
*' Circa hoc etiam tempus: — also abowte this tyme the 
erafte of empr3natynge was fyrst founde in Magounce in 
Almayne. Why the erafte is multiplyed thorugh the worlde 
in many places, and bokes be hadd grete chepe and in grete 
nombre bycause of the same erafte." 

Like as says an " Anonymus auctor" in 1457 : — 

" Printerys of holds wer this tyme mightely multeplied in 
Maguncie and thurgh out the world ; and thei began frist, 
and they held the craftis. And this time mony men began 
for to be more sotell in craftis and suyfter than ever they 
wer a fore." 

After these came such a motley army of mankind aip 
no masquerade ever presented, composed of the readers oi 
all ages and climes, of all hues and characters. These ] 
cannot undertake to describe : but if it be as amusing to 
others as it was to myself to fancy their appearance, they 
may agreeably fill up some hour of leisure by recalling 
Ifaem. ' 



MVfta Hi 

Aiiieric^ suddenly came to mind ; and with 'it the sky 
seemed darkened with a cloud of newspapers, which wer« 
flying off night and day from thousands of presses, whose 
creaking, clanking, rattling, hissing, and groaning gave evi- 
dence of the gigantic strife going on around us, hetweea the 
cylinder machines of latest invention ahd the various lever- 
presses which call old Rafnage their grandfather, with not 
a few which have steam or mules for their moving-powerf 
and some with asses for their guides. 



CHAPTER xnr. 

Musio—New-England Villages contrasted with Italy on this subject-^ 
A TiaTelier in search of Health— ^Burymg-groonds — Raral Cele- 
bration of Independence at Northampton — ^Amherst — ^Academitt of 

. MassachiiBetts — Exhibition. 

EvsRT Sabbath on my journey I spent at some village^ \ 
and was usually much gratified at church with the perfomn 
ance of the choirs. There is scarcely any thing in which 
we are more apt to indulge false ideas than music. I do 
sincerely believe that we are rather discouraged than in- 
structed or incited by the example of foreign nations who 
cultivate this delightful art. Writers tell us of the musical 
talent of the common people of Italy, Switzerland, and 
Germany; the genius of their composers, and the native 
skill of many Europeanis with musical instruments. Common 
readers, therefore, are apt to believe that oiir countrymen 
labour under some natural deficiency, which is not to be 
overcome. When they are further complimented with re- 
marks on the want of ear in America, or the length of time 
which will be required to train up a taste for music, like a 
plant of slow growth, many of them believe that every eflfort 
would be in vain, and that every hope of seeing an improve- 
ment in their day would be presumptuous. We must there* 
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lore transplant some languishing Italian troupe from the 
sties of foreign green-rooms, or tow across the Atlantic 
some second-rate puffer, as windy as a porpoise, to howl 
and make the grimaces of the rack, and set our pretendssrs 
an ecstasies. Now all this is founded on mere mistake* 
'. In the first place, the people of Italy, who have the credit 
vof being refined in throat and ear beyond all the rest of the 
(race of men, have no more taste than you or I, nor half as 
bnuch. They listen to street musicians whom we coi^ 
kever tolerate ; and as for the performances of their masters, 
they never hear them. The common people of Italy have 
no training in music except the chanting in their churches 
and funeral processions, and the strumming of guitars in the 
streets. The plain matter of fact is, divesting the subject 
of all poetry — ^that is, of all falsehood or ignorance — that 
our farmers' sons and daughters, wherever they attend 
singing-schools, join the church choir, and practise, as 
they generally do, at home, enjoy advantages far superior to 
those of the common people of Italy, who are too ignorant, 
poor, and degraded to have such advantages in their reach, 
or to appreciate them if they had. They are not musicians, 
they do not sing in their churches, the music there being 
ecmducted by hired performers, of a character very different 
from our choirs of volunteers I assure you, and they are not 
familiarized with refined music. Hef e is enough to kill one 
prejudice. As to our natural want of genius or talent, the 
presumption is entirely gratuitous, and we may challenge 
the proof, rejecting the idea in toto until it be produced. 
And so with the doctrine that our progress in this or any 
other improvement must be slow, because this or that Eu- 
ropean nation chose to be five or ten centuries in emerging 
from semi-barbarism — ^this is as idle as the other, in all ap- 
plications. Such a doctrine, although it is swallowed an' 
acted upon every day by multitudes of our intelligent coun 
trymen, ought to be rejected, like certain other production 
of the Old World which are unsuited to our stomachs 
There is no reason why we should not introduce any im 
provement, physical of moral, to be found on earth, con* 
patible with our state of society. Whoever teaches oth' 
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Wise teaches heresy. We have superior means, facilities» 
and resources, if they were properly appreciated, to the na- 
tions of Europe in general, to effect any improvement we 
need; and it is only to believe it, and set ourselves in 
earnest about it, and the thing would be done. We have 
no arbitrary government to forbid us, no irreconcileable 
divisions in society to impede a general co-operation, no 
impenetrable cloud of ignorance over the public, no lack 
of the machinery of civilization to rouse the mind or to 
direct it, no want of intercourse with other quarters of the 
world, no scarcity of enterprisie in undertaking, or of 
encouragement in success. 

Music has led me to these general remarks, because in 
speaking of this art I was forced to lament in her depres* 
sion the influence of prejudices totally unfounded, and in- 
tolerably discreditable to our intelligence and feelings. 
Where ilo we go without hearing that divine maid complain- 
ing, in some sick and mournful ditty, of the injustice of 
Americans ? And the other fine arts, refining as they might 
be among us, join in the same plaintive tone. Let us not so 
far ill treat these our true friends, as to turn away any longer 
from their calls and requests. Landing upon our shores, 
we do not meet them with smiles and welcome. They 
have reason to look here for an asylum and. a home ; but 
though among the fairest exiles firom the old world, they 
come with their loveliness soinewhat deformed or saddened 
by persecution or restrictions contrary to their nature, we 
repulse them from our society, which they might so greatly 
enrich and adorn. " This is not the land for the arts — we 
have no native talent, genius, or taste.*' Our eyes look with 
pleasure on the beauties of nature, and our ears are pleased 
with the music of our forests ; but wise Europeans have 
said that we are insensible to beauty and grace, and that 
centuries must pass before we can hope to arrive at that 
state of refinement of which tliey boast. 

Although the inhabitants of this part of our country have 
cultivated sacred music for half a century^ more has been 
done within two or three years to place this delightful art 
on its proper footing than ever before. A society has been 
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fonned in Boatoiiy called the Massachusetts Aeademjr « 
Music, by which the Gennan system of juvenile and popnh] 
instruction has been introduced in several of our cities, sw 
to some extent in the country, chiefly through Messni 
Mason and Ives ; the success has been astonishing to thow 
who have embraeed the common erroneous views aboi 
national genius, native inferiority, &c., &e. This.imporM 
step, to which many of the rising generation will owe grm 
sources of pleasure for life, has been primarily due to Nb 
Woodbridge, the enlightened, philanthropic, and persever9H 
editor of the American Annals of Education; who, aft« 
^ve years spent in Europe among the literary men and ia 
stitutions of the did World, returned to his native counli] 
three or four years since to devote himself to the diffiuioi 
of knowledge, on some of the most important subjects, fo 
the intellectual and moral benefit of America. All that./ 
firiend of the country need wish is, that he may impress |m 
all with the great truths he proclaims as strongly as he hai 
impressed some parepts with the fact that their childrel 
have flutes and organs in their throats which may be vei] 
sweetly and very cheaply played upon. 

A young man, of sallow complexion and emaciated ap 
pearance, who was travelling for hie health, was on thi 
route with me. He had enjoyed no advantages of educa 
tion superior to those of a district school, until the clergy 
man of the village, perceiving in him that insatiable thirs 
for knowledge which I have so often observed in the yoimj 
when possessed of true piety, proposed that he should pre 
pare for the desk, and oflered him gratuitous instruction 
He was the fipivourite of the whole town, as I learned fron 
other lips than his own, not ,on account of any externa 
grace or beauty, for in those he was far from being rich 
but because his character was of an elevated kind, and hi 
life one of the most blamelq^s and honourable. No friendlj 
office in his power was withholden from anybody; and hov 
many times in a year may a truly benevolent man conf< 
kindness, if he but seeks for opportunities ! Every one i 
such a village of farmers knew what his neighbours dii 
without inquiring from mere idle curiosity. Of course th 
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aaily humble life of this youth were known, as well as 
dutiful conduct towards his mother ; and all witnessed an4 
were surprised at the mental efforts it required in bim, with- 
out the aid of conceit or the show of arrogance, to the 
second rank in society; that is, next the clergyman him- 
self. As his substitute, he oilen was called to act, particu- 
larly in the Sunday-schools. I understood that he felt a 
strong desire to devote himself for life to some distant mis- 
sion, but had nut yet formed any ultimate determination. 
His knowledge of such passing information, however, as 
abounds in the reports and publications of religious and 
benevolent societies, had at once ^expanded his mind and his 
heart, and rendered him an instructive companion to those 
•who had a taste on such subjects. He had therefore been 
urged by his townsmen to take a journey to a more healthy 
-part of the country, when he was found to be in a threaten- 
ing state, and was furnished by them with an old horse and 
a wagon, and such pecuniary means as he stood in nee^ of; 
tor he was looked upon as a kind of public property, and 
may yet live and recover, I hope, to prove an honour to his 
native village. 

This case I mention as a specimen of one of the ways by 
which deserving youths sometimes rise among us. As 
nothing in the institutions of the country, or in the preju- 
dices of the people forbids the exaltation of virtue, her up- 
ward tendency is in a thousand cases permitted and even 
assisted, when in other countries it would be hopelessly dis- 
couraged or entirely suppressed. The road to usefulness 
and distinction is not opened to persons of all classes, in 
our constitution merely; it is not only laid dovni upon paper, 
but is familiarly known and trodden. Hence it is a matter 
of notoriety, that not a few of the men now eminent in the 
different learned professions, have risen from the workshops 
of the humbler branches of mechanical trade where they 
had been apprenticed. From this fact it might be presumed 
that the useful arts would be generally regarded with re- 
spect ; and this is true to a considerable extent, although 
some of our luxurious citizens, among their multiplied false 
notions, really believe that there is somethiog in exercising 

11 
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mk honest handicraft more degradbg than idleneM m te 
genteeler forms. 

The burying-grounds of New-England are anMmg ibe 
■lost interesting objects to which the traveUer can direet liw 
mtteation. Monuments are to be found, in almost aU the 
older settlements, bearing unequivocal testimony to the 
learning as well as piety of our ancestors, and the good 
order which has ever prevailed in their society. I wuAt 
with all my heart, that I could refer to the condition of them 
▼enerable memorials as evidence of a becoming regard fiir 
them among the inhabitants, and a proper care for their 
preservation. Unfortunately, quite the contrary is the case ; 
lor ancient grave^stones are often allowed to become omr- 
thrown by the frost, and to lie covered with moss or herbago 
from year to year. One single person in each village, 1^ 
proper means, might incite the people to keep their cemo* 
ieries well enclosed, and kept in order; and nothing but a 
little spirit is wanting through the country at large, to have 
the most venerable memorials of the dead preserved from 
imneeessary injury and from loss. 

So closely connected are many of these monuments with 
important events in the history of the country, that we 
ought to use them as practical assistants in the instruction 
of the young; and parents and teachers might communicate 
many lasting impressions to their children, by visiting with 
them the graves of the good and learned men of pre- 
ceding generations, inviting their aid in deciphering the epi- 
taphs, enumerating their praiseworthy deeds, and repeating 
some of their virtuous counsels. Why should such simple and 
delightful modes and topirs of instruction be neglected, while 
much complicated and expensive machinery is employed to 
£z the minds of the young exclusively on distant naticms 
and countries ! 

With thoughts like these, and with many feelings which 
I shall not attempt to express, I have visited many of thf 
b&rying-grounds, usually at morning or evening, when thi 
journey of the day had been performed, or before it hat 
begun ; and thus 1 have sometimes obtained the knowledge 
4>f facts which I had not been able to derive from livin| 
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soorees. I miglit here iaeert a few of the epitaphs whieh I 
eopied in difiereat places ; but will merely, at present, re- 
mark, that those who have freqaent access to olfl bur3rinf« 
gronnds, may perform a useful task by at least copyings i»* 
scriptions, and making drawings of monuments, and de- 
positing them in some society or institution, to be pr^ 
senred or published for the benefit of others. The Rer* 
Mr. Alden, some years since, undertook the useful and pioua 
task of rescuing the best epitaphs from loss and oblivioii^ 
and his own memory should be honoured for it. The book 
eontaining his collection will hereafter be prized by sooM^ 
geiiaratk>n more worthy of its descent than we show our- 
sidTes to be. 

I am obliged to pass, without remark, some of the places 
Most worthy of notioe to strangers, and among them Spring* 
§M. I haTO not leisure to insert all my memoranda, mudi 
less to record all the reflections which occurred to me ea 
this or any other part of my interesting tour. I cannot, 
howeyer, let Northampton pass without some allusion to the 
tasteful manner in which the Anniversary of our Indepen- 
dence is usually celebrated in that ancient and beautiful town* 

In an orchard which extends to the bank of a little brook, 
jast out of aight from the streets of the village, a spacioiia 
bower is formed by adding evergreen bushes and vines to 
the shade of the trees, and sprinkling the dark foliage with 
flowers. A large table is spread upon the smooth grass be- 
neath ; and as the decorations of the plaoe employ the hands 
of the fair the day preceding that of. the celebration, and 
they preside at the entertainment, the scene is one of the 
liveliest and most appropriate that can be imagined. In 
so pure, intelligent, and polished a society, a foreigner 
would find much to Instruct him in American manners, 
as well as to excite his better feelings. 

No village that I have seen in this part of the conn* 
try has risen so fast to eminence as a literary place as 
AmhersL I had admired the bold, swelling, and fer^ 
grazing-country, with its fine views, while it was only a 
common village. . How great has been the change ! Oft 
one of the finest eminences stands the college, now one of 
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die most floorishinf in the Union ; and two aeademiaiy 
for the education of females, are foand in other parts of tboi 
town. The academies of New-*England, and particulailjr 
tiiose of M aMachosetts, form one of the most iroporlaiil 
branches of the gfreat machinery of public education* Their 
bktory shows the importance of making pituvision for the ibf 
stmction of the young, even if some of the means adopted fa» 
aot immediately found as nseful as might be desired. M 
Massachusetts there are sixty-two academies, which deiifw 
foDcb froih varioas sources ; twenty-Kine of them from: m 
township of land each, in the state of Maine, For soiiM^ 
years they were generally in a . condition far from floorisliN 
ing, and some in decay. Public opinion having since iii* 
proved in relation to instmction, these institutions have 
been rendered extremely efficient in affording it, and will 
probably become much more sa There were probabtf 
about twen^-iive thousand pupils in the academies a^d 
private schools of Massachusetts in 1832, out of a popnb^ 
tiofi, according to the census of that year, of a little mora 
tfasn six hundred thousand. Six of the academies are do* 
voted exclusively to females, and many of them have a 
female department. The branches of instruction and dis- 
cipline have been much improved, but not a little remains 
to be done. One of the greatest evils with many of them 
is, that they embrace many branches of secondary import^ 
ance, even when the pupils are to devote but a few months to 
tiieir studies. Comparatively intelligent as the common peo* 
pie of this part of the country are supposed to be, they are 
yet unable to appreciate the real acquisitions of their children^ 
or at least generally apprehend that others cannot They 
therefore demand visible and tangible signs, to indicate to the 
senses what without such aid might not be discovered or 
valued. A picture must be painted, a few tunes strummed 
on the piano, or a few words of some foreign tongue ac- 
quired, to bear witness to their intellectual progress — to 
show that the teacher has returned to the parent a quid 
pro quo-— the value of his money. I have often seen sudi 
tilings displayed ; and how much is it like HudibTas'a cal- 
prii at the b«r^-«* 
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■ " Holding ap his hand 

Bt twelv« freehoid«n to be leaiiii'di 
Thai by their ikill in pahniatiy'' 

they might determine whether the charge against him were 
just or not 

Some of the defects of the system may be seen at an ex^ 
hibition, such as I once attended, at an academy on the banks 
of the Connecticut. The burthen of the evening was formed 
pf several dialogues, or short dramatic pieces, in no way 
suited to the people or the state of society. A little art, I 
think, might have fabricated good ones ; but we are still 
very dependent on foreign ideas and models, especially in 
literary matters. The audience there assembled would 
have listened with benefit to any sensible production. There 
was an old threadbare and antiquated satire on fashions* 
aimed, like SidrophePs telescope, at a kite instead of a 
star — at the forms of dress now long-forgotten, instead of 
any one of the thousand jfbllies we practise dafly in de- 
fiance of reason — and applauded by the audience Vke a 
palpable hit. The magnificence of ancient heroes was set 
forth; addresses were made to engage us: — the Roman 
Senate, sitting ^ in coM debate'' — (viz. just cracking onr 
eheeks at old steeple-crowned bonnets and hooped petti- 
coats) — *^ to sacrifice our lives to honour.** Then came op 
a fearful tragedy, the heroine of which had a provinciid 
tone: ^Haow naow! Is that you. Roily f* Daniel and 
die lions in a calico den ; and Joseph, with two front-teeth 
knocked out, a head tallw than all bis brethren, and dressed 
m a white counterpane, are all 1 have to mention, in addition, 
except the tune of "Farewell ye Green Fields," played by 
heroes, orators, lions,, and prophets, at the close of thk 
miserable medleyi. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

9teftl« Chanetei^— A Gonneeticot School — Scenery on Coaaecticil 
Rifer—Deerfield— Tumor's Falls— Ealrly State of the Coontrf, 

How different are our females from moat others in Aa 
irorld ! How much is society indebted to their influence ; 
how large a portion of our intelligence, as well as our y^ 
tue, do we owe to them as individuals ! What would our 
country be if they were allowed less influence in society t 
how much like our country might others soon be if they re- 
sembled it in this respect I In what does the excellence 
of our females consist, whence is it derived, how may it 
best be extended and perpetuated! Such questions at 
these force themselves upon the mind of a traveller in our 
country; and how important is it that we should be able to 
answer them ! 

In what does their excellence consist ? In every thing ,, 
some would have us believe ; and indeed it would be diffi- 
cult to find any thing truly good of which they are not the 
supporters or the patrons, if not the projectors. Let an in- 
telligent traveller but observe, and he will find that wherever 
there is an upward tendency, a refining process going on* 
it is promoted by them. They are more dependent than 
men for their enjoyments on the peace and good order, as 
well as the intelligence of the society around them ; they 
are more trained to feelings of dependence, and therefore 
more readily or more entirely cast their confidence on Grod* 
They have more leisure for reflection, and can judge with 
more deliberation and less passion than men, while they 
have better opportunities to use such means of self-improve- 
ment as they possess. As they converse more than men, 
they more frequently bring their own minds and hearts into 
comparison with others, and find stronger motives for ren- 
dering them worthy of inspection. 

The institutions of our countiy have denied to females the 
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means of intellectual improvement proportioned. to their de- 
«ires, as well as a proper regard to their sex. In cons^- 
qaence, we find that fashion has too extensively occupied 
Uie ground, and that attempts have been made to polish the 
manners and to ensure external graces. The exaltation 
and the influence of females in our country are owing chiefly 
to their domestic education ; for none other wortliy of the 
name is yet afibrded them, with a very few and limited 
exceptions. Our best men, indeed, have been, to a great 
BZtent, moulded at home, into forms in which they have only 
expanded in after*Hfe. If there ever was a cbuntry.in whidi 
^Bmale influence was exercised in proportion to its value, it 
is our own. And what is tlie result ! Ask the man whose 
early instructions and examples have implanted and cher- 
ished every good thing which his mind and heart contain, and 
whose influence longest remains, even afler death has re- 
moved its source from his. sight. Inquire of the father wh)r 
be labours more cheerfully, values his own character more 
highly, takes greater pleasure in home, than the men of 
other countries. Look at our books and newspapers, and 
eee why they are not less pure than they are. You will 
find, if yon have the knowledge and the means necessary to 
eome at the facts, that woman is exercising a control and 
direction of a most extensive and Salutary kind on society. 
Look ^ere yon wfll, if you see aright, wherever good is lo 
be obtained or to be done, or evil prevented, you will find 
her or her influence. _ 

In one of the towns in Connecticut (I will not at presattjl 
say which, although I am now oat of the state), I stepped 
Ibi' a few minutes into a school-house one day, and was 
saluted by such a confused sound of voices that I hardly ^ 
eoald remember where I was. The teacher was mending i 
pens for one class, which was sitting idle ; hearing another 
spell ; calling to a covey of small boys to be quiet, who had ' 
nodiing to do but make mischief; watching a big rogue wbo 
had been placed standing on a bench in the middle of the 
room for punishment ; and to many little ones passionatdy 
answering questions of ^May I go ootl^ ^May I go 
home r '' Shan't Johsmj be still T » May I drink T 
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Mj entrance checked the din, and allowed the teacher an 
/ opportunity to raise an unarailing complaint of the total m* 
I difference of the public towards Uie school, the neglectalkl 
I contempt to which those are condemned, by vairerBal 000^ 
I sent, who undertake the instruction of die young; Ao 
I manner in which the ob^^ects of education are undexralad^ 
1 eren by the best m e mbers of- die eemmwttty, and the inna- 
' merable evils which in this state of things befall the children^ 
the parents, and the public. 

/ Is it possible, thought I, that in old Connecdcut, with her 
two millions of school-fund, the devotion of her fathers and 
many of her children to literature and general intelligence, 
with all her influence thus gained abroad, and the reputation 
she enjoys for fostering education, there can be a school lik# 
this ! Much to my surprise, however, I learnt that ther* 
- are many more which are not superior to it. And why is 
it ! I afterwards conversed with individuals of the highest 
character and influence in the place, men of educaticm, and 
even literary distinction, who had, I doubt not, made pnUie 
^expressions in favotir of the universal diffusion of know- 
ledge ; and yet not one of them could give me any real in- 
formation in relation to the public schools. They thought 
diem indispensable appendages to socie^, or rather the 
grouqd-woipk of intelligence ; and believed they required 
great and immediate improvement. But what were their 
ezceUencies or deficiencies, or by what means they night 
be improved, they seemed neither to know nor gready to 
care. Indeed, diey generally had not any certain knowledge 
of the number of the schools, their location, number of pupils, 
or course of studies. Those who had attended to instrucdon 
in any form, had devoted a litde time to the higher schools 
in the place, at which a small number of the wealthier 
parents had theur sons and daughters ; and idthough they 
had succeieded in placing them on a most excellent footing, 
diey had never thought how easily they might confer equal 
benefits on a far more numerous and more needy class. 
They had never considered how important it is lo the moral 
eharacter of chOdrai, as well a? to thefar progress in know- 
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lidge» that they should be kept constantly and agreeably \ 
•eeupied in sdiooU or what aid might be afforded to the j 
teacher* in discipline and instructiony by the introduction ; 
of a few easy improTements. They had never inquired 
whether a map, an enumeration frame, or a black board 
would not be a valuable acquisition, and afford opportunitiee 
to vary agreeably the dry routine of the day, in which th# 
only changes oflen are from doing little to doing nothingi^ 
er doing wrong. They had never thought that a few bits of 
different kinds of wood or stone, or a few shells or leaves^ 
■dght be occasionally exhibited with advantage, and made 
ifae foundation of a useful lecture of ten minutes. They 
bad never reflected how a frequent visit from a clergyman, 
lawyer, physician, or merchant might encourage and gratify 
teachers and pupils ; or how a meeting of teachers, patrol^ 
iied by some of the influential inhabitants, might raise know- 
ledge in public estimation by raising its ministers, the com* 
moa school-masters. I found a few persons who seemed 
nore sensible, and who had taken active measures in one 
branch of this subject : they were ladies. 

The scenery of Connecticut River presents a constant 
Tariety, from the intermingling and alternations of its few 
general features. These are, the fert^ meadows of diffierent 
bneadths which line its banks in so many parts of its course, 
and in some places form two or three successive levels of 
different elevations, which are supposed to have been the 
beds of lakes successively drained ; the uplands and the 
hills or mountains. The lowest levels are overflown by 
the high floods of the spring and autumn, which convert 
them again into lakes, and leave a rich deposite, though 
they sometimes destroy extensive crops. The seccmd 
meadows or the uplands then become the shores, or in 
some cases islands ; and boats often float where, during the 
other seasons, the cattle feed in droves, or draw the cart 
among the hay or corn-fields. The higher levels are 
sometimes channelled by rills of water, which haive deeply 
notched their edges in Uie oouMw of time, and left projee* 
tions like the salient angles of gigantic fortresses, almost 
•T«r Ike head of the traveller en the meadows below, 
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and presenting a pleasing Tariety of Miage and cnpB* 
The light at morning and evening, the winter's snow, ibm 
▼erdure of summer, and the hues of autumn, add their inmH 
merable changes, so that some of the pleasantest Of ibm 
scenes may be said to be hardly the same in appearance wM 
any two visits. The trees of the groves, which are thinly 
scattered over the lower levels, are generally of various d#- 
eiduous species, and afford a rich intermixture of hues m 
autumn ; thus the early frosts often tinge the course of the 
stream wiUi yellow and red, while the uplands ars still 
covered with deep green. The young crops, presmting 
their countless rows over the level surface of the meadow* 
in the sloping light, offered me one of the richest scenes of 
die kind I ever witnessed, as I pursued my w«y alone to« 
wards Deerfield. 

- To one familiar with the history of this part of the com* 
try, the journey up Connecticut River is doubly interesting ; 
and, during my short stay at Deerfield, I was more occupied 
with recollections of the past than elsewhere. This- is one 
of the old settlements, though but of the second epoch, and 
retains more traditions of early events than any other I am 
acquaintedwith. When the English from Massachusetts Bay 
occupied Saybrook Fort, at the mouth of the river, in 163(1, 
and began the settlement of Wethersfield, Hartford, and 
Windsor, in the following years, little was known of the 
stream above, except that the Indians reported that they used 
it in their canoe navigation to Canada, by making a portage 
between Onion River and the waters of Lake Champlain* 
Northampton, Hadley, and Greenfield were early settled ; 
and in 1666 were greatly harassed by the Indians in 
Philip's war. In the meadow, which I 'passed through 
in approaching this pleasant village, ambushes have been 
repeatedly laid by the wily enemy in former times, desperate 
contests have occurred, and not a little blood has been shed 
At a visit to the place several years ago, I examined the of 
bouse, the only one which now remains of those erected ; 
the first settlement, or previously to 1704 ; the others, e: 
cept one besides, having boo»>aken and burnt. The inhabi 
Hits of this house defended it a long time, unlil the savagi 
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fettnd entrance thtough the back door, which was left nn- 
fastened by a neighbour's son, a boy, who having slept in 
the house on some account, took an opportunity to leave it 
in the midst of the fight, hoping to find his parents* The 
hole cut through the front door by the Indians with their 
tomahawks is still to be seen, as well as some of the holes 
made by bullets which they fired into the rooms on the 
right and left at hazard. One of these passed through the 
neck of a female, and killed her as she was sitting in her 
bed. 

The uplands rise abruptly on the east, from the beantiftil 
second Jevel on which the village is built. Three or four 
springs, which have trickled for ages down the steep de- 
scent, appear to have cut as many deep channels, at nezAf 
equal distances, in the face of the hill. Several projections 
are thus left, which from some points of view appear like 
isolated eminences. One of these, called the Mohawk 
Fort, I ascended with an esteemed friend from the village, 
who pointed out many spots which had interest in my eyes 
fipom their connexion with early events. From him I also 
learned, that the spot on which we stood is reported to have 
derived its name from having been occupied, at an uncertain 
date, by the Mohawks, who are known to have made great 
encroachments on the Indians of Connecticut River. - 

From Deerfield I pursued the road to Turner's Falls, on 
the Conneeticut, the scene of the final overthrow of King 
Philip's power. The river comes sweeping slowly round a 
point, with a tranquil surface, and passing at the base of 
a round hill of sand, with a narrow swamp on two sides, 
seems to one descending its current to flow on without in- 
terruption to a long mountainous range, which here presents 
itself running north and south. At a quarter of a mile be- 
low, however, it makes a perpendicular descent of about 
forty feet, down which, before the dam was erected for the 
supply of a canal of a few miles, any thing approaching 
heedlessly went to certain destruction. The sand-hill was 
the camp or fort of Philip's Indians after they had been 
driven from the old irttlrmrntaja the coast ; and during a 
a^t of feasting, they were surprised by a small body of 
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▼olunteen from the towns, principally from Northamplcm, 
mnd many of them destroyed. Great numbers, jumping into 
their canoes without their paddles, went over the falls. 
Some of the assailants, however, were kUled, principally in 
the retreat, during which they were hard pressed by the 
rallying savages. The bones of a man were found a few 
years ago, in a secluded spot among the rocks below the 
fells, with the remains of a musket, and a number of silver 
eoins of a period not later than the date of this battle : were 
doubtless the remains of some soldier engaged in it. 

Having' crossed the ferry to the foot of the hill, I ez- 
Rmined the situation of the fort, deserted so long, picked 
up a few arrow-heads of stone, and bones, took many fine 
glimpses and several sketches near the falls, and mounting 
my horpe, proceeded by an unfrequented route to Bernards- 
ton, where I proposed to spend the night. The landlo^ 
seemed obliging; and while my horse was receiving the at- 
tentions of his boy, I took my seat by a fire. 1 had just 
begun to feel impatient at not seeing any preparatiotis 
making for my tea-table, when he came to Invite me into an 
interior room, if I chose to sit by the family fireside. I 
cheerfully assented, and spent the remainder of the evening 
(for it was late when I arrived) in a neat little apartment 
in pleasant conversation. 

Some of the okler inhabitants of this part of the country 
have a little knowledge of the early condition of the coun- 
try; though the changes have been so great, and so many 
generations have dwelt here in undisturbed security, that it 
is difficult to imagine what were the trials and difficulties 
-of early times. 

**Oar meadows now are cheerful all, 
Our rivers flow in light : 
But cedars wavM their branches tall 
As round her closM the night. 

** The path which seeks the lov'd abode 
You knew in childhood sweet, 
Perchance, was that the captive trod, 
Mark'd by the panther's feet" 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

Comes of ancient Letters, illustrating something of the State of ^ 
Things in this part of the Coantry early in the last Centoiy. 

I RAVE in my possession some old papers^ from a familjT 
kmg resident in one of the older settlements on Connecticiil- 
River, which, afford lively evidences of the state of the conn* 
try, and circumstances of society, at different periods duriiif 
the past hundred years and more* A few extracts will here 
he given, for the gratification of such as may feel any interest 
m matters of this kind. Our ancestors early made up their 
minds on certain important sfubjects, and went immediately 
ind seriously ta work. They did not satisfy themselves 
with talkmg philosophically, or forming theoretical cobwebsy 
as so mahy European writers have done, merely for th« 
mmusement of a pleasant day. Instead of voting till thm 
nineteen^ century, to ask whether the times, or the spiiil 
of the age, or the march of mind, as the fashionable phrases 
are, did not demand the instruction of all classes, they be- 
gan before the middle of the seventeenth, to require it by 
law. And what has been the result? While, in the south 
of Europe, ignorance is teaching at this day that kiiowledgs 
is Ae highway to vice; ^e poorest inhabitant of this part 
of the Union has the noble blood of knowledge in his veins, 
and can trace it through a Hiie of ancestors unintermptM 
ibr one or two centuries. With this come the habits of 
eonduot and of thought, which are cherished and cultivated 
by the influences of a virtuous and intelligent society; aoA 
hence arise those valuable traits of character whioh an 
eommenly attributed to this people : traits which cannot be 
looked for under other circumstances, and which cannot b^ 
produced by other causes. 

First eomes a phin of a fort, which was ordered lo \m 
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built on the river^s bank, with the following direetions, ae- 
ooinpanied with a letter dated — 

^ The figure of the fort to be built in the Long Meadow, 
above Northfield, together with the inner building. 

** The box a to be placed eastwardly over the river bank ; 
the passage into the mounts to be from the lower rooms, 
through the floor of the mount, except that at the norwest 
angle to be from the chaMnber through the side of the moimt. 
The eastwardly box to be elevated so as to see from thence 
over the others. The timbers to be bullet proof. The 
^MTt to be twelve or fourteen feet high. The limber to lay 
the chamber-floor on to be so high that a tall man may walk 
apright under them. The buildings within twelve or fouf* 
tmn foot wide. 

**The inner wall, as well as the iort and mounts,, to be 
made of hewed timber. The housing to be built linto-wise ; 
the roof descending from the top of the fort. The outwavd 
parts of the mounts to be supported by timbers^ laid four or 
ive feetheyond the corness of the fort, not to be cut at Iba 
laying. The lower timber to be heightened by a shorl 
piece, and the floor of the mounts to be level with the 
highest timbor. The end of the floor-piepes to go under the 
momit pieces. It will be best to fell the timber in the old 
ef the moon. One of the first services will be to cut and 
dry good timber for fire-wood.** 
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** We have sent Henrick and three men and two squas. 

**The three men's names are Eraza, Gosaaump, and 
foeph, whome yon most take into the fort, and release ef 
fui Elnglish soldiery four of your Englishmen, viz. Jobtt 
King to be one of the three men most inefieotive, exceepi 
Ike hired men, as I wrote to you in my former letter— -and 
Aem you t«lease must leave their guns for to supply the 
Indians, and we shall see them returned, or a reasonable 
prioe for them. And King must leave his gun as others de 
apon the same terms. This you must be carefull to take, 
and keep an exact account of the day of their release^ and 
ef Ike entilr of the Indians, and so of more IndiaiM. that 
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any Qome; and b« rmry earefidl thai the Indiana be t^" 
Ihanif elvei, and the EngUah alaoe ; that there be no taUuiBf 
and tradeing betwixt the English aouldiara and the Indiana 
to royle^me another and make a disturbanee aniong8t»the9i 
in the fort nor out of it^ but all to keep theur {daces, and be 
■tiil and orderly ; the Indiana by persuasion, and the Eng^ 
liah by eomand. I wish 3rou good success, and be Tenj 
prodent in all your managemeuu Tours." 

The fdlowing lett^ was written, as it woi^d appear, isi 
haste, by the commander of the fort, in the winter suocasit 
ing its erection. It is inserted here to show that the tiewn 
«Uertained by many in this country in favour of the eft- 
cooragement of manufactures are not . all of nKKiem date^ 
No doubt it will amuse some of my readers to find sueh 
•oggeationa thrown out more than a century ago, by an 
offioer in garrison, in a small frontier outpost, while appre^ 
handing attacks from Indians,, and merely, as it wohU 
seem, to occupy a little leisure in the dead of winter. 

Foit ♦•♦*•*, Jan. 9i 17ai4k 

«8ir, 

^ Yea some time sinee enquired of me whether I had eTsr 
•pent any tho*ts upon the circumstances of ouir gov*mt vs^ 
apeeting their medium of trade (viz.) how they might be 
restored to their original ; and I should esteem it a risqoe 
to show myself to you on that weighty point, were it not 
finr your nndoubted candour, to all. 

' ^ And flsy opinion is, that as much as possible to avoid 
the emitting such vast quantities of bills would be a verjr 
likely expedient ; and to prevent that I would propose thai 
Ihe tax on all imported liquors should be double what it is 
■ow, and on all other imported goods (that we may be wA 
fered to lay a tax upon) ia that proportion. The advimtagea 
I piopoae are . 

^ 1. All the money we get this way will help to bear the 
diarge of the govemm% and that by the persons most able 
to bear it ; for it is they that drink uid wear those imperted 
faddn thai draw aU the effects of this eonntiy:. Aad Jk 
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ttoc mAf help to pay oar €bag^ but H woold 
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that two men and a gore'nt gel in their aereral 

a living by it, another man yt. can proewr the 
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indmed to do it 

^ If your patience lasts, I woold entertain yon with one 
blander more, wfaidt is — ^I should think it yeiy proper, 
when the charge is so great, that the country tax should be 
hi proportion ; this has been omitted so hmg that I think it 
high time to begin ; for this also would greatly tend to pre* 
?ent the passing of sach yast quantities of bflls among ua, 
urbich are now (I suppose purely by their multiplicity) be- 
eome but just half so good as our former mony. It's Yeiy 
strange if the wages of such as go to warr can't be so pro- 
portioned to other mens' advantage as that 20, 30, or possi- 
bly the proportion may be 60 or 100 that stay at home can't 
maintain one to go to warr and pay him down. I am sen* 
siUe it would be dangerous at once to maJce an act that 
•hould be so extensive as to make it appear by what time 
the whole of the bills now extant should be brought in, for 
by that, rich foreseeing men will monopolize their coffers 
IbD, and thereby extort upon poor people that must pay 
their rates* Therefore, let us now begin to pay every year's 
tax within the year, and involve ourselves no farther, foi 
#e have as many hills out now as all the oountiy can fiad 
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ovt how to call in and nol niisi a eonsiderable pait of tbv 
people. 

^ When bills were first niaide« h shoidd have been so or- 
dered that 77 should alwa7s hare been equal to silver, or it 
should be enacted j% dsxy puUie tax whatsoever might be 
discharg'd b7 an7 of the counti7 produce at reasonable ratei 
or prices. I know it is objected that this is to make everjr 
sahuyrman a merchant, which is very much beside their 
proper business ; but there is not one sa]ar7-man in thiir 
country, but b7 himself or others does much more than t0 
dispose of his salary when paid in such things, besides the 
business of his office ; and besides, I think, that man i| 
more likely to be a trader who has none of the necessariea 
<tf lifis* and must take mony and convert into them all, than 
he thai has all those things and but little mony. 

^ Sir* this is the effects of but one half day, and any man 
that knows me wUl sa7 it's impossible it shcmld be valuaUe^ 
kc^ As.** 

Letter fiem a Lady* 

BoftOB, ths said <^ F«K, ITSa. 
"•Bear M. 
^ I received 70ur obliging letter of the 18th instant this 
day, and have conformed myself to 7our words as well as I 
am aUey thoqgh not so well as I should be glad to, betnf 
closel7 confined to the limits of a chambei[, where I hav» 
been alaoeit three weeks confined b7 a severe fit of siob** 
Bess, which brought me near to death. Through the won* 
derfiil forbearance of God, m7 life is lengthened yet farther^ 
my strength recovering, and my opportunity for doing and 
receiving' good yet prolonged. But, alas ! I remain insen* 
sible of my privileges, ungrateful for mercies, unhumbled 
wider afiiictions, negligent oi my doty ! I find *lis not in 
the power of Providence, *tis not in that oi the Word, to 
break and melt the heart : nothing but a divine miergy can 
accomplish a divine work. It appeals to me that never a 
person had more means used with them to bring them 
home to God than I have had, but how little do I answer 
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Ae just expeetatkmt of God vmd men t Surely you will be 
constrained |o pour out your soul before God in my bebalf. . 

^I am sorry you should think it wo«*d be a trouble to 
procure the few things you sent for — so far from it, I ac- 
count it a pleasure ; and think myself more obliged to yoa 
lor employing me than you «re to me for sending them* 
The respect you show to the memory of my dear and 
never-to-be-forgotten sister, I return my grateful thanks for* 
The removal of so great a part of my happiness renders 
this world more troublesome, and the remaining comforts 
of life more insipid. I have been more composed since my 

dear Mrs. was here than before — ^her company was 

of singular use to me, as she is now the most intimate fneod 
I have on earth. I much question wheUier I shall ever 
her again, as^he has so many friends to vi^it, and I cna 
BO prospeet that I shall ever go so far from home. 'I have 
noe heard from her since December, which seems an age* 

**The account you give of the burning of thie Orj^att 
House, I am apt to think, is a false report, as we have never 
heard a syllable of.it; and it looks most likely that we 
ahouM have heard of it by the post. 

^ Nothing very remarkable occurs to my mind at present. 

It is a time of general health. Pray when you see 

Miss — — , ofier my respectful compliments to hm^ 

. ** Company coming in obliges me to close, widi' Ae ofier 

service ^n^ienever you have oceasi«m for it, with the 

nrance of my sincero wishes for your prosperity, and with 

aijr humble service to the good CoL, his lady, Mrs. , 

aad yourself, in which my mother jcwis (my fadiei being 
akseni). / 

'- * •*lam,Dr.Mp— ., 

■ ** Your most humble senranW*^ 

fnj fa^flttr us with a fine ) 
M oftihas 70a call. ( 
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CHAPTER XVra. 



EnoDeoof Opinionf of Foreigners of our Society—- A great political 

Character — Sabbath SchooL 



It is not very surprisiog that foreigners have generally no 
correct ideas, or at least but very few, in relatioa to our 
covtey. Private and public concerns, past and present 
oiraiHttlitances, so. intermingle their influences, that a mere 
ooaqupthensicm of the political system is quite insufficient to 
imidei^'tliiB operations of society intelligible. Every thing 
seems at once free and dependent Prices and opinions in 
one state affect those in a neighbouring one, and often, if 
not always, more or less, those of the Union. Every man 
is at liberty to speculate in the staple of any town or county, 
the booses and land, on equal terms with him who was bom 
on the spot ; and may shoe or ishave, feed or clothe the 
people of any neighbourhood from the height of land to the 
Gulf of^ltoico, if they will consent to pay him. This 
causes Ikleeiistant commotion on the routes, and quickoit 
the circulation to fever haste. The people must stay at 
home, unless they know where they are going, and why; 
hence intelligence is neeessary. They travel because they 
kaow something, aad they know more because they have 
travelled. And these eaUses, like many others constantly 
in operation, are continually increasing each other. 

But viewed in another light, each man has the peculiarities 
of his own state, county, and perhaps town, of. which a fel* 
low-traveller may sometimes obtam some knoMedge by 
directing his conversation that way. If you are acquainted 
with them already to some extent, he will amuse or instruct 
you. Favourable impressions of public intelligence, which 
perhaps had been raised in me by accidentally meeting 
several sensiUe OMn, were greatly thwarted by the man* 
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Here and conyeraation of a person of a different character 
on his tniTels. 

There was a talkative young man in the stage-coach, 
who soon avowed himself, by word of mouth, as the editor 
V. \J^^^^ newspaper, called the Banner of Principle, or 
ttie Dismterested Patriot, or* some other great name. His 
forward manners and flippant speech had got the start of 
u^ avowal, and already proclaimed him an uneducatedi 
conceited youth, who had been exceedingly flattered some- 
where, by somebody, not very long ago, as an extraordinaiy 
^HOt He was one of those persons whom to se6 is to pitj^ 
if you have any benevolence left aAer the suflerings you 
ondure in his company. He had set out in life wrong, and 
was travelling rapidly a road which he must inevitably |nck 
hack. He was living and breathing on mistake : neither 
hfif nor the world, nor their opinion of him, nor his imports 
uice to them was such as he supposed. His pretended 
friends were attached only to themselves, and really exer* 
oised refined selfishness in enduring his society in order U^ 
gain the slight advantage of using him as a toc^. 

He had . the misfortune to live in the neighbourhood ot 
an aspiring politician; and having abundance of self-con« 
eeit, some smartness, and an acquaintance with the lower 
dasses of society, he thought his apparent currency every«» 
where was owing to liis own talents. When, therefore, the 
editorship of a newspaper was ofiered to him, he supposed 
the station was but the meed of his merit ; and when I saw 
him he was already in full business en such slender capitaL 
He had not the penetration to perceive, nor the humility to 
suspect, any connexion between the frigidly calls of Squire 
Undertow, his confidence in convening with him on matters 
of state, Uie praise of his first essays, uid the whisper that 
he was the best man in the country to conduct a p^[>er 
which the friends of principle were about to establish ; so 
he was soon set up, like a locomotive on a railroad, and ran 
rapidly and smoothly along the track which he was not per^ 
mitted to leave, fancying that while he out-rumbled and out- 
smoked other macl^es of his class^ he did all, and was 
reaping all the ghuy* He iUt pQlrai enou^ le di<tane> 
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iwery competitor, and deij^ed the weak creatures vrhkk 
threw themselTcs in the way of his intderable wit and 
deadly satire. He had formeriy read the models of English 
writers with some pleasure, and attempted to arrange, with 
perspicuity, force, and harmony, words expressire of just 
and ennobling sentiments. But npw he had learned that the 
age of improvement had come, and every thing old-fashioned 
was to be done away. Where would be the use of writing 
mere truth, when it would produce no effect? And as for 
language^ his readers, and above all his patrons (that is to 
say, his payers and admirers), wished him to write with 
poinl and pith ; and he had already become a rival of the 
most popular editors in some of his paragraphs, as he had 
biBgim to excel some of the noisiest village politicians in 
sliuig. All the old rules of composition comprehended 
nothing that could equal, or that might not be found in the 
scope of one word — personality ; and his model of rhetorie 
and doquence was the. ^ saucy," but *^ successful" editcv of 
the National Fulcrum or Lever— no matter which. 

** Our governor," said he, ^ is an honest kind of a man— « 
one of the old-fashioned sort— too honest, I tell them, for 
ibeae times ; and his friends think that they can succeed in 
his re-etectkm, merely because he has done welU without 
using the means* The article I published last Thmnday 
was meant to lull them asleep, and make them suppose that 
we were doing nothing to get him out. But we shall show 
th^m the next election. The oldest senator in the state 
won't like to see a new man in his place ; and the lower 
house will be all one side next session, like the handle of a 
jug. The present party, in our county, have got all the old- 
fashioned people with them, but we're likely to get the rail* 
road interest, because I say something every week about 
improvements ; and as we have taken Captain Bog-ore for 
a candidate, we shall be sure of the iron-foundlBrB in the 
▼alley. He's rather a hardware character, however, and 
the temperance people say they can't * swallow' him, eon* 
aistently, because it would be drinking brandy; and he 
is all but ready tb take the head of the antif4emperanee so- 
eieQr. That would kill ua as dead as a door naili tf hm 
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•hould do it at present, for it's Iiard work lo amke al 
sorts of our friends believe what we tell diem. Bnt, hov« 
ereff Squire Sjeophant says he's the only man that can 
mana^ the captain ; and as bell probabiy be persnadedl 
to be Speaker of the House this year, thou|^ he's the moif 
modest man in the Unions I think we shall get along. Now 
all these difficulties an editor has to be prorided agminiti 
and it requires a good deal of tact, I ean teU you, to know 
exactly who ta touch up, and who to let alone ; and wfasi 
to call names, and * how to tell a lie all but, and creep out lAm 
3rou are charged with it, and turn the laugt^ on the other side 
by giving them a rap over the knuckles. But things will 
be so in a free country like ours." '\ 

^ Ah !" said a sedate old gentleman, in the stage-coadib 
**you pay a high compliment to the epirit of popubi 
government* The press, as I argue: from your remarket 
is rapidly rising in dignity and purity." 

^ Why, yes, that is, it is improving in spirit and life, nd 
it is waking up the people, at least in our section of coa4> 
^, where there are men who never used to read wbo-^ 
ftow take my paper." 

The houses at which I. spent the night had been duly 
furnished with the tracts for this month by the Tract Soi 
oiety ; there was a Bible in my chamber, bearing an inscrip- 
tion to show that it had been presented by the ConnectievI 
Bible Society to the hotel; and among the newspapers ii 
the reading-room was the last number of a Sabbath«sehool 
and a Temperance Journal. Here was new evidence thai 
the spirit of beneficent association was in full operatioa 
around me, and turned my nrind to consider the amount el 
its influence, annually, monthly, and daily, in the country al 
large. How a connexion with one of these societies tends 
to give a good direction to the heart, the head, the feet, and 
the hands ! When a movement has been made for the first 
time in a village, for the promotion of any such object, by 
measures never attempted there before^ benevolence, activily« 
independenee, and perseverance are often necessary, in si 
eoBsiderable degree, to secure sociiess. It is the nature el 
•veiy viftue, as weU as of the intellect, to gain stvengtk' Wf 
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iti own exertions, as well as to incite spectators to aim at 
similar objects, and to use similar means. Tlius it is that 
every city, village, and hamlet in onr country, where there 
m a Bible-society or a Sabbath-tchool, may in some sense 
be said to have had its Owen and its Raikes. But the sup- 
port of sucli societies, and the continuance of their opera* 
taons, sometimes require greater exertion than their fbunda* 
lion ; and hence we often find individuals, among the most 
bnsy manufacturers and merchants, on whom the whole 
labour of some societies, and not always the least efficient 
of thenii depends. In such persons we often find more 
pnustieai skill and knowledge in relation to the objects of 
their philanthropic pursuit, than in the whole community 
around them. If they find little support or encouragement 
in their own circle, they seek them in a broader spheroy 
and regaid themselves as connected with an extensive 
system of beneficence, by which their minds and hearts be* 
eome habitually expanded, and their characters acquire an 
elevation and a force which, perhaps,' no other course of 
training could confer. 

And how interesting is this subject in another view* 
When 8 youth is connected with an association of this kind, 
he feels that he is bound to an upright and -virtuous course 
of oonduet,. and that any deviation from it will be observed 
and diaapproved. He finds his associates also affected by 
similar inflnences, and the whole tone of society purified 
and refined. At the same time similar pursuhs, and the dis- 
interested source from which they spring, establish fraternal 
feelings as well as mutual respect among the youth of both 
eezes, which often prevail over all differences in professioiit 
station, family, and property. Individuals also take rank 
aecoiding to theur characters, zeal, and ability; and eaeh 
aociety presents a kind of little republic, in which votes are 
not purchased, and offices sre unpaid. 

And in this manner not only is the character of the young 
hedged in from many exposures, but means are afforded ki 
taking with them, wherever they go, the respectable standing 
they enjoy at home. A Sabbath-school teacher carries a 
recommendation with him to whatever place he visits, often 
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of greater rvlne than any letter of introduction. He cannot 
feign a claim to the name, for nothing but habit can familiar^ 
me him with the operations of a Sabbath-school suffieientlyi 
to conrerse intelligcDtly on the subject ; and many a little 
Shibboleth would be detected in any one who might attempt 
to pass for what he was not. 

I was once led to reflect on the secnrity which the Sab-. 
bath*school often gives to strangers, in forming opinions of 
each other, and exercising- mutual confidence, by having 
entered one myself, where I was received as a fellow- 
labourer, unknown, and yet well known. Seeing a stranger 
enter and silently seat himself, one of the teachers imm^li- 
ately directed the attention of the superintendent to me, who 
advanced with a respectful bow, cordially gave me hia hand* 
and invited me to walk with him round the school. I felt 
that this was all in ordeir ; and penetrated his heart, because 
I hadroften been placed in his situation, and acted exactly 
as he had done and intended to do. I saw that he took me 
for a teacher from some distant town, but. received me only 
in the more general character of a friend -of morals and in- 
telligence, which I had professed by the fact of entermg his 
door. His doubts were to be settled, while his first dntiti 
ef courtesy were performing during our circuit among the 
classes. Some of his remarks on the course of sdidiiMi 
naturally led me to replies, from which he plainly inferred 
my familiarity with Sabbath-schools ; and were followed by 
inquiries concerning my own experience oh certain points 
in which he had found difiiculty. Thus the fact of my 
being a brvrther-teacher was satisfactorily established, tie 
then apologised for the vacancy of several seats, by stating 
that he had recently formed the school, at the wish of the 
dUierent churches in the vicinity, and received teachers as 
well as pujuls from several congregations of different seeta, 
with such recruits as had been drawn from the manufactories 
•n one side and the farm-houses on the other. Without 
may knowledge of his sect, or a single attempt to ascertain 
it» he respectfully requested another stranger to make an 
address to the school, when it should close, to which he 
consented. Seeing a class of children withont a teaeher, 
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mho had come, from some of the poorest dwellings in the 
neighbourhood, I volunteered to instruct them, and was 
soon seated with the Question Book of the American Sun- 
day-school Union and the New Testament open in mj 
hands, at the lesson for the day. When the hour had 
elapsed and the speaker rose, I surveyed the assembly with 
the reflection that hundreds of thousands of children were 
thus assembled in the country for similar objects, under the 
instruction of tens of thousands of teachers. 

Such reflections are impressed upon the mind more deeply 
by solitude and agreeable scenery; and nowhere more than 
on the banks of the Connecticut does nature, animate and 
inanimate, under a pure summer sky, appear in unison with 
the Christian's Sabbath. 

It is easy to perceive something of the extensive and 
powerful influence which such associations are exerting 
upon the minds and hearts, the manners and habits of my 
csountrymen, as well as the importance of having such im- 
provements introduced into the system as might render it 
more perfect and eflectual. Such gratifying interviews may 
be enjoyed every week. We may part, perhaps, even 
ignorant of each other's names ; but with such feelings as 
those of Bunyan's friends, who '^ went on rejoicing, and I 
saw them no more." Such a morning exercise gives warmth 
^d elevation to the devotions of the day. 

Much as the scenery of the Connecticut is admired, a 
great deal of enjo3rment is often lost by not having the ad- 
vantage of the most favourable light to see it in. The broad 
and level meadows, with all their fertility, and the swelling 
hills and woody bluffs which by turns interrupt them, oilen 
appear .tame and uninteresting when the sun is in the 
zenith ; but when near the morning or the evening horizon, 
it enhances the richness of one^ and i^ows all the variety 
of the latter. 

The time has not yet arrived when the beauties of na- 
ture are to become objects of general attention and study 
to all classes ; but we should labour to hasten it, for our 
own land abounds in them most richly, and the humblest 
•cene can fiunish real pleasure to the eye which intelligently 

13 
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obfenres it^ and may assist in raising the heart to objeetsi 
ftr above itself. '* I have inquired of many plain people of 
{ood sense," remarked a highly-intelligent and ingenious 
gentleman, ^ to ascertain whether there exists among our 
yeomanry any distinct coneeptions of beauty in the objects of 
Bature ; and I fear they too generally look with interest on 
a fine walnut-tree, merely because they associate with its 
size its greater value for fuel." And as for hills and streams^ 
he was apprehensive that the first are regarded only on ac- 
count of the wood or stone they afford, and the other as 
they contain fish* Certain it is, that while we all possess 
feelings which sublime and beautiful objects must move, and 
&shion begins to incline many to tajk of scenery around nsf. 
as it formerly forbade us to praise any thing American, there 
is a great, an almost universal inattention to the true prin^ 
ciples of taste among our countrymen, which proper means 
might correct 

We have sufiicient native talent around us to furnish pic- 
lures whenever they shall be demanded by public taste, and 
paid for ; while for scenes, we are iabundantly supplied with 
them, both for landscape and historical painting. When 
fieushion shall once have turned, I expect to see a strong 
current setting in favour of the ornamental arts ; and I think 
the great and various changes we have heretofore seen in 
society, warrant us in the hope that something important is 
yet in reserve for us on a matter connected with so much 
that is truly refining. Let our Artists, therefore, raise their 
dejected eyes, and continue to employ their leisure hours in 
the creations of their rich fancies, or the portraiture of richer 
naturCj believing that the time will come when their produc- 
tions will be appreciated, and exert their influence upon 
society* 

Such reflections as these, and many more, were excited 
by a visit I made not long since to a young artist, who has 
devoted such moments as he could spare from a variety of 
other employments to the study and practice of painting. 
He has refused^ wisely perhaps, to trust to an art so pre-* 
cations for the supply of his bread, but has made consider- 
able progress in cbrawing, colouring, lights and shades^ in 
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'liui leisurct atjbast enough to gratify friends and please him- 
self. Aiktaii there no means by which the attention of 
many youths may be turned in a similar channel, and a por- 
tion of their leisure rendered useful as well as gratifying 
to others ! If one had a friend at his side interested in the 
same object, and painting with liim an hour or two daily, 
he would improve more rapidly than alone ; and if their 
number were increased, the benefit to each individual 
would become proportionally greater. Now let it be sup- 
posed that drawing from nature and painting should occupy 
the attention of a few persons in every village, and employ 
the time now spent in frivolous reading, idUng at comers, 
^jlistlessness and vacuity, or even a tenth part of that time : 
would not a taste be cultivated, a knowledge gained, which 
might lead to a more just estimate of the art and a higher ap- 
preciation of our leading .artists ! Would they not naturally 
be better rewarded and more highly encouraged, and the 
public benefited by tumjuig a little attention to the instruo- 
tions which the canvass ^an give t 

Again passing overidany miles and pleasant villages^ and 
admiring without praising Uiq fine farms and hardy people of 
Vermont and New-Hampshire, I approach the White Hills* 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Approach to th« White Hillf— Bath— Reflectioni on Society— Ths 
- Wild Ammonooguo — ^Breton Woodi — Crawfozd'i — Scenery. 

Bath appeared very pleasant to me, for the same 
reasons that places where travellers find welcome repose 
at night generally are so : and beside the comfortable ac- 
commodations which the tavern afibrded me, I had the ad- 
vantage of seeing the place under the sloping beams of both 
the setting and the rising sun, which are so favourable to 
the picturesque features even of the tamest landscape. The 
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Tillage is small, bat neat, and had two or ibree veiy pretty 
houses standmg back from the street, m the midst of grass 
and trees, beside a due proportion of shade and open fieM 
on every side. Here are two smooth and fertile levels, as 
regular as artificial terraces, rising from the bank of Con- 
necticut River ; and every thing around me retained an aspect 
appropriate to that stream, though its diminished breadth 
and the wild uplands gave me the painful recollection that 
here I was to change my route, and penetrate into a more 
savage and inhospitable region. • 

As I bade a temporary adieu to my native stream in the 
morning, and while my horse was taking due heed to his 
feet up a rough and stony hill, my thoughts pursued its cur- 
rent downwards, through the region I had just been travel- 
ling over. How different were my feelings on leaving the 
Thames, the Seine, the Rhine, the Arno, and the Tiber ! 
I had found nothing there which satisfied the heart like a 
socisd or family circle, and the state of society which sur- 
rounds us in our own land. 

Although no gaudy show of wealth had here in any form 
been presented to my eyes, I had nothing to regret in the 
absence of such palaces or equipages as are so much ad- 
mired by many travelled wits, and occupy so many of the 
books of tourists. My mind had been agreeably occupied 
with reflections on the nature and tendency of such a state 
of society as there exists, the simple causes which had pro- 
duced such desirable efifects, and the measures by which 
they may be rendered productive of many more. If certain 
enlightened philanthropists of Europe whom I might name 
but possessed the facilities we enjoy for c(mtributing to the 
benefit of mankind ; if they were among men and circum- 
stances like these, the results of two centuries practical 
operation of free and universal education, under a govern- 
ment owing its existence and all its prospects to the 
propagation of knowledge and the diffusion of virtue, with 
what zeal, with what hope, with what success would they 
labour ! If I could see those enthusiastic friends of knowledge 
in France, who have just erected that new and splendid 
fabric, the national system of public education for the king^ 
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doiPf introduced to an intimate acquaintance with this state 
of society, and enabled to apprehend the causes which hare * 
produced it, and thd objects at which it tends, I am sure I 
should witness the expression of feelings which they had 
nerer experienced before. If the philanthropic Douglass 
were pitched among such people as these, how much more 
ready and capable would he find them to be influenced by 
him, and to render him support and assistance, as well as 
instruction, for the accomplishment of his designs, which are 
too pure and lofty for the greater part of Europe in its present 
condition. How much is it to be regretted, that while some 
of the best men in the Old World are charged with being 
too much in advance of things around them, ours should 
remain to such an extent behind the— -tide ! 

The traveller does not realize his approach to the White 
Mountains until he turns off to follow the course of the 
Wild Ammonoosuc. If he is alone, as I was, he will find 
his feelings deeply impressed by the gloom of the over- 
shadowing forest trees, the occasional sight of rugged and 
rocky eminences, and the noise of the rushing stream. I 
do not know another which so well deserves the epithet of 
Wild. The bed is strewn with sharp and misshapen rocks ; 
the banks show marks of frequent and fearful inundations ; 
and many of the trees have been stripped of their bark to a 
great height from the ground. It seems as if arrangements 
had been purposely made to give you a set-lecture on 
geology, in the laboratory of nature ; and you feel an appre- 
hension that it is to be attended with detonating experi- 
ments. One of the unpileasant accomplishments of regular 
scientific instruction I had to endure ; and would recommend 
to my successors to put, at least, a dry cracker or two into 
their pockets. So far from there being any human habitations 
in this part of the journey, there are not even berries enough 
to attract the bears ; indeed, there is nothing to be found 
but the bare sublime. Wlioever seeks any thing else had 
better choose some other route. I could not but com- 
pare the savage traits of this region with the marks of re- 
finement I had noticed at an inn I had lately left. I had 
been accosted on my entrance by a genteel young womani 

13* 
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whoy with a singular mixture of simple language, plain 
dress, self-respect, modesty, fluent, and appropriate express 
sion, asked my wishes ; and after a few questions and re- 
marks, which betrayed sense and knowledge, proceeded to 
assist in preparing my dinner. At the table, which she 
spread, she presided with unaffected ease and dignity, and 
made me almost forget an excellent meal by her more inter- 
esting conversation. She gave me a sketch of the win- 
ter-scenery in this inhospitable region, and showed that 
there was sufficient reason for bestowing the epithet toild 
upon the Ammonoosuc, which poured by within hearing of 
the house. After dinner, a little library was thrown open 
to me, and I had a hundred or two well-selected and well- 
read volumes at my disposal, with a sofa, and solitude for a 
nap, all which I enjoyed. 

In all this I read the effects of a good private and publie 
American education. The young mistress of the house had 
been taught at the academy of a village below ; and, what 
Was of greater importance, had been trained up by a mother 
of no common character. Some persons would have said 
that she had been accustomed to good society; but, per- 
haps, that was not true in the usual sense of that word, 
though I doubt not that whatever society was around her 
was good in a better sense : that is, intelligent, simple, and 
▼irtuous. But what is generally intended by good society, 
is that of fashionable life, which is no more able to form 
such a character as we approve than the wild Ammonoosuc 
is to make a purling rivulet. To those who know our state 
of society, it will be sufficient to add, that the lady of whom 
I speak had been a teacher in the Sabbath-school before 
her marriage, and betrayed in her conversation an acquaint- 
ance with some of those other great systems of benevolence 
which so much interest, excite, and bind together the Prot- 
estant church, while they enlarge the views of individuals, 
and give a powerful direction to the public mind. 

As I proceeded, savage life seemed more and more to 
thicken around me ; and after I had become weary of look- 
ing for another habitation among the lofty hemlocks, trailing 
with tufts and streamers of moss, I began to reflect agaia 
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on the civDization I had left. If iDtelligence, thought I, » 
found in the Scotch and Swiss mountains, where is there 
any excuse for its not penetrating the remotest regions of 
the United States, where population exists? What is the 
origin and nature of our refinement, and how can it be ex* 
tended and perpetuated ? Who shall answer for us these 
questions ? Who shall tell us how we may best act on 
this important subject ! Where is the man who has given 
it all the consideration it deserves ! Is there a habitation 
or a university which contains the individual ! If so, his 
thoughts should be known over the whole country ; he should 
preach to us all ; he should instruct the nation in their duties 
and their destiny. Certain it is, that if we would study the 
subject aright, we must divest bur minds of foreign views,, 
and think independently and for ourselves. 

I shall not easily forget the admiration excited among a 
party of distinguished travellers, a few summers since, by 
the manners of a young woman who attended them at 
supper, in a little country inn in Massachusetts. The 
firiends, who were partly Spaniards and partly South Ameri- 
cans, were so much struck with her dignity and grace in 
discharging the humble duties assigned her by her parents, 
that they often made it the subject of conversation hundreds 
of miles distant. Yet they never seemed able to appreciate 
the state of things among which she had been educated, and 
were quite at a loss to account for the growth of such pol- 
ished manners in a state of entire non-intercourse with courts 
and even cities. To me it never was surprising that they 
admired the reality of what they had previously admired 
only in counterfeits ; and as I had some knowledge of the 
nature of the society to which they had been accustomed, 
as well as of that in which she had been bred, I saw how 
natural was their error, how unavoidable, in their circum- 
stances, their ignorance and doubt. 

As for good manners, that external sign of internal refine* 
ment, those of a genuine nature can never spring from a 
graft ; they are the fruit of a good heart and a sound head* 
Counterfeits may be fabricated, but it is an expense of ma- 
chinery often incalculable, and after all their baseness ia 
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usually discoverable, at least by those who have any ac- 
quaintance with the pure metal. Master Rattlebrain, junior, 
is sent to a dancing-school by his half-fashionable half-seri- 
ous mother, not to learn to dance, not to waste time or 
money particularly, but to form his manners. This is con- 
sidered necessary in Paris ; and the Parisians are the politest 
people on the globe. This is a better reason than a certain 
sort of people generally admit in questions of moment ; and 
the youth is perhaps found a few years afler improving his 
manners in the capital of fashion. A whirl of dressing, 
spurring, tandem, and, perhaps, four-in-hand succeeds, and 
in a few years you may write his epitaph, if you would 
tell the truth, ** Here lies a victim of good-breeding — ^falsely 
so called." Ah, these juvenile frivolities lead to dissipations 
of the mind and heart, which the fond parent sees about as 
clearly as he does those of the morals and manners which 
too oflen succeed them when more removed from parental 
oversight. Yet this springs not from any inherent vice in 
the pleasing exercises, but more from the want of that sound 
domestic education and virtuous and sensible example, by 
which good manners should be implanted and cultivated. 

Parents who are easy and refined in their manners, need 
not have boorish children ; and if they give a son or daughter 
intelligenee, and accustom him to talk sense, and to exercise 
kindness and to show respect to those around hitn, they need 
not fear that he will anywhere speak like a fool, or act with 
impropriety. 

My reflections on such subjects, however, were interrupted 
by the imposing wildness of the scenery around me ; and 
though I may, perhaps, have penetrated further into this 
matter, I will not longer trouble my readers with such re- 
marks. 

Afler a solitary ride of several hours through Breton 
Woods, along an avenue cut through the forest, with innu- 
merable tall trees rising on both sides, and almost covering 
me from the sky, 1 reached Rosebrook's house. In a world 
of silence and solitude, the human voice, form, and face arc 
valued as much above their worth as they are oflen depre 
eiated in the crowd of a city. I had got tired of loneliness 
whether of myself or trees, I cannot tell— -I believe of both 
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for I hailed a plain wooden-house, bam*yard, and cattle with 
real pleasure. I had an offer of dining alone ; but, '* No, I 
thank you," said I, "I have just been alone."— •** Well, the 
men are just sitting down to dinner," said the hostess, ^^ and 
several of the neighbours are here."—" Neighbours," said I, 
" where do you find articles of that description T" 

'^ A door was soon opened, and I found nearly a dozen 
men standing by the walls round a table, courteously wait- 
ing for the stranger to take his seat. They looked so rough 
in features, dress, and complexion, and were so tall and 
robust, that I felt as if they would hardly own common na- 
ture with a puny mortal like me. Over their head^ were 
deers' horns with old hats, and heads of flax hung upon 
them ; and there was an array of the coarsest and shag- 
giest garments, which intimated that we were hard by the 
regions of perpetual winter. But greater hilarity, more good- 
nature, good sense, and ready humour, I rarely witnessed 
among any dinner-circle of the size. They talked as 
familiarly of a friendly call on a neighbour six or eight miles 
deep in- the forest, as if it were but a step across the street ; 
and as for wild turkeys, bears, 

*< And fuch nnall dear. 
They'd been Tom's food for many a year." 

After having got half-way to Ethan A. Crawford's, that 
is three miles, I was suddenly apprized of a shower, which 
had approached without my being aware, on account of the 
restriction put upon my eyesight by the forest trees, which 
opened to my view only their countless and endless vistas. 
I therefore pressed on, and at length emerged into more open 
ground, where the wind blew strongly in my face, drove the 
rain with violence, and speedily wet me to the skin. I had 
now reached, as I afterward learned, the mouth of the pass 
through the mountains called the Notch, where the wind 
generally blows with considerable force, and always either 
north or south, as through a tunnel or a trumpet. As I was 
going at a gallop, with the storm driving hard against me, 
my horse suddenly sprung aside, in a manner which might 
have cost me a bone or two a week before, when I was leas 
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accustomed to the saddle ; and I did not at first discover the 
cause. We were near the Ammonoosuc, here a small but 
headlong stream ; and the current was dashing down a ledge 
of rocks a little on the right My ride was such as doubly 
tp prepare me for the enjoyment of a shelter and society; 
but the beauty of Crawford's meadow, as the storm ceased, 
and the sun shone upon it through the breaking clouds, made 
me linger to enjoy the first scene of beauty in the White 
Mountains which is presented to the traveller on this route. 
A broad and level lawn now spread before me, covered with 
that rich green which the herbage here receives in the short 
but rapid summer ; and the solitary dwelling of the hardy 
mountaineer appeared, with a few cattle straying here and 
there. The whole was apparently shut out from the world 
by a wall of immense mountains in front and on either sidei 
whose mantle of foliage extended nearly to their summits, 
but left several bald peaks spotted with snow, where the 
elevation forbade a leaf to put forth, or a root of the 
smallest herb to penetrate. This scene seemed so attract- 
ive, that I was constrained to inquire why there were not 
more inhabitants. The reply presented a sad reverse. For 
two months only out of the twelve are the mountains ac- 
cessible, 8«r Atat few travellers visit the place for pleasure. 
The meadow, wifli all its beauty, will scarcely yield any 
tiling in the short summer, so that grain must be obtaindL 
elsewhere ; and, in short, the place would probably have 
been abandoned long ago but for the winter travelling, which 
tiiakes the house the resort of many country people, with thdr 
loaded sleighs in going and returning from Portland and 
other places on the coast The valleyyan object of attrac- 
tion onlyduring a few weeks, and a great thoroughfare but in 
the winter, has its alternations of liveliness and almost en^ 
tire solitude, which are looked upon by the few inhabitants 
of the spot with great interest, and supply themes for many 
an entertaining tale of woodsmen and travellers, sleigh- 
drivers' adventures, and the habits and pranks of wild beasts. 
It was arranged that a party of travellers, assembled at 
the house, should set out at an early hour for the ascent 
of Mount Washington. 
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CHAPTER XX. ] 

Ezcnrsion to Mount Washington — ^Walk through the Foreft-^Ths 
Camp — ^Ascent of the Mountam — ^View from the Summit — The 
Notch—- Old Crawford's— Bartlet. 

Waking after a short but invigorating slumber, and recol- 
lecting where I was, I found by the splendour of the moon 
fliat the time had arrived for our departure. As we saw the 
tranquillity of the meadow and the majesty of the mountainf^ 
which seemed to have marched nearer to us in the silence and 
darkness of night, the impressions produced upon the feelings 
were of the most elevating nature. We were soon after 
buried in the forest, following our guide, who ascertained his 
eourse among the vines, brush, and fallen logs, by what 
seemed to us more like instinct than reason, in the absence 
as it appeared of every evidence furnished to the eye by ob-* 
jects around. The cold dew soon drenched our garments 
wherever they Were brushed by the foliage ; but the active 
exercise it cost us to keep pace with him, repelled the chill- 
ing influence with a warm and agreeable glow. We were 
following up the wild valley through which the Ammonoosue 
pursues its early course, like a favourite child among the 
lovely and secluded scenes of home, far from which its 
future life will bear it, to return no more. During the tre- 
mendous flood of 1826, this brook was suddenly swollen 
to a resistless torrent, and spreading over the valley, ploughed 
up its channel, overthrew tall trees, some of which are still 
left in heaps upon the ground, while others were borne by 
it into the Connecticut. 

We passed the little spot where our guide once stopped 
to await the rising of the moon Uf light him onward, and 
where he was waked by the steps of a bear, which had 
tome to eat the whortleberries growing around him* As we 
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were more rapidly ascending than we supposed all this timet 
our rapid gait gave us considerable fatigue ; and when we 
approached the little shelters, thatched with birch-bark| 
stuffed with green moss, and strewn with spruce brancheSi, . 
where we were to breakfast, we were much cheered at tbtf^< 
prospect of repose. 

A roaring fire was soon kindled between the two wig- 
wams ; and, stretching ourselves upon the green and sloping 
couch which had been prepared for the weary, in the Warmth 
of the blaze, and amid the delightful perfume of the ever* 
green leaves beneath us, we fell asleep. When we awoke, 
it was broad daylight, even in that valley, of such apparently 
immeasurable d^th ; and after a hasty meal of dry bread 
and flitches of salt-meat, roasted in the flame, on forked 
sticks, with the best of all sauces and the highest spirits, 
we prepared for the most arduous part of our expedition, 
which now lay before us. Nature seemed rousing from her 
slumbers.; and in such a region motion and repose are 
alike sublime. Millions of tree-tops gently imdulated in the 
rismg breeze, and the ceaseless sound of the rushing brook 
was heard in the pauses of our conversation. Compared 
with the large trunks of the trees around, and especially 
with the enormous mountains, whose lofty society we were 
(Meking, our huts, ourselve8> and our worldly interests 
j||pf9Ql(:into insects' concerns. 

-Thff' ascent of Mount Washington is a very laborious 
'task, although a great part of its elevation above the sea 
and of Connecticut ttiver, is of course surmounted before 
arriving at its base. I was not prepared to find this noble 
eminenc^^ wing so abruptly as it does from the side on 
which m-niiproached it After leaving our resting-place a 
few yards, and entermg a thicker shade of forest trees, we 
began a steep ascentf.over a surface broken by roots, and 
occasionally by loose stones, which soon checked the ardour 
with which we commenced it It was nearly as steep, I 
believe, as the side of the cone of Vesuvius, though not so 
smooth. How little do we think, in our towns and cities, 
in ^ midst it our indolent habits, of what the muscles are 
perfonn« or of the pleasure we may derive from their. 
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exercise. Three or four men were now toiling up 
ascent. Over them the physicians had often bent, I dare 
say, cogitating what names to give the forms of debility by 
^Which they had been stretched upon thieir bedti and what 
nauseoof drug they should apply to expel once more the .evil 
spirit of luxury. Now, like a vessel just from the graving 
beach« afler setting up her shrouds and backstays, on they 
went, over stones and roots and every obstacle, apparently 
as insensible to fatigue as so many machines. 

No opening through the forest is afforded during the a»> 
cent, by which a glimpse may be caught of the world beneath; 
and it was long before we had any relief from the sight of 
close and leafy trees around and above us. The first 
change which we noticed was that in the species of the trees. 
This was instantaneous. We lefl, as it were with a single 
step, the deciduous forest, and entered a belt of tall iirs* 
nearly equal in size and thickness. After walking among 
these for a few minutes, they became suddenly dimin- 
ished in size one-half or more, and speedily disap- 
peared entirely, leaving us exposed to the -heat of an un- 
clouded sun. Our guide now cautioned us to look to our 
steps ; but we did iioi fully appreciate the value of his warn- 
ing, until we had two or three times sunk^with one foot into 
deep crevices between the loose rocks on which we Wef6 
treadmg, concealed by thick evergreen bushes, which w^fa 
now the only vegetable production remaining. AldHHlgii 
these gradually became reduced in size, it was not until fhsy 
had disappeared that we could walk with security. The 
surface had ere this become less steep, but the large size 
of the rocks, in many places, with their ragged points and 
edges, rendered the passage still arduous, mitBBfe slow 
than we could have desired. 

Before us rose a vast nodule, of an uniform gray colour, 
whose summit appeared at but a short distance ; but when 
we had reached the point, we found another swelling convex 
before us, and another beyond that ; so that, having exclaimed 
that the highest peak in the Union Avas, after alL not so very 
mighty a thing, we at last had to qualify the ^ressioni and 
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to say with respect, that Mount Washington had some claioi 
to its name. Indeed, when we began to perceive that we 
were already above the inferior summits, named after several 
of the ether Presidents, which had appeared so great from 
below and at a distance, we felt that we were in the regioa 
of real exaltation ; and although Washington was still above 
us, could look down upon Adams, Jefferson, MadisoDf 
Monroe, and ivhat not. 

When we find a spot where man cannot exist, we want 
io see what can ; and I began to look round for any thing 
with legs. Black flies, of course, like volunteer juryman, 
will not stay where the absence of mankind^does not allow 
them to find e mp lo yp ient. Nothing with life could I catch 
or see but one miserable black bug. 

One of the earliest accounts of the ascent of this noble 
ominence l^hich I ever read represented, I recollect, thai 
the summit if^B soettered with firagments of the limbs of 
pine or hemlock trees, bleached by long exposure, and re- 
sembling stags' horns. The comparison was a very apt 
one. These bits of wood have, no doubt, been carried up 
by some of the violent gusts of wind which are common in 
snountainous regions. A gentleman once described one 
which he saw some years ago. *A roaring was first 
heard, soon afler the tops of the forest trees on the 
eummit of the opposite mountain were bent violently down» 
And then many of their knarled branches were seen flying 
in the air. The wood found on Mount Washington has 
proved convenient to visiters sufiering with cold, as it will 
make an excellent fire. 

For ourselves, we suffered most from thirst ; and could 
hardly alk)w our eyes theii' expected feast upon the bound* 
less landscape, until we had demanded of our obliging guide 
to be conducted to the icy springs of which he had spokem 
He soon brought us to a hole in the rocks, where, only three 
or four feet (fown, we saw a small bed of ice, which was 
•lowly trickling away in tears, under the indirect heat of 
the son. We caught these pure drops, and found them a 
noet refreshing draught This was the highest head of the 
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Ammonoosuc River which we could discover, and we had 
saved, at least, a portion of its intended current a rough 
and headlong descent down a dreary mountain. 

We had seen the landscape below several times biiginning 
to reveal itself through the mist; but now, when we had 
prepared ourselves to enjoy it, and taken our seats on the 
highest blocks of ragged granite between the Rocky Moun- 
tains, the Ocean, and the North Pole, we found it all concealed 
from our eyes. Clouds of gray mist and vapour began to 
drive by us, which moistened our garments, scarcely yet 
dry, and soon chilled us to an uncomfortable degree. Now 
and then acres, nay, cubic miles of clouds seemed suddenly 
to be rolled away from beneath us, leaving frightful gulfs 
thousands of feet down, yet bottomless ; and these in another 
moment would be filled with mist, heaped up higher 
than Mount Jefferson, Adams, Washington, a&d^<even our* 
selves, who were last enveloped again, and^f^Aen csoncealed 
fiom each othei^s view. 

It now proved that we had chosen an unfavourable ddj 
for the ascent ; but we had occasional views, which did not^ 
however, embrace the whole of the extensive panorama* 
•« There's the lake! There's the lake! There's th« 
lake !" exclaimed Crawford — ^* Quick, quick, look here 1" 
-—and there we saw a bright gleam towards the south, ap* 
pearing beyond a whole chaos of mountain peaks and moun* 
tain sides, gulfs, dens, and chasms. Winnipiseogee Lakt 
had shone feebly out for a moment, between two clouds ot 
vapour, each large enough to cover a whole State, and was 
but dimly and indefinitely revealed, with a large extent of 
Che romantic country on this side of it. But distances were 
lost, or rather the eye and the mind seemed to be possessed 
of tenfold their usual compass and penetration ; and thisi 
perhaps, was owing to a vast and bottomless abyss just be* 
fore us, overflowing with vapours like an immeasurable 
caldron sitting on a volcano, over which the sight and the 
thoughts had first to spring to survey the sudden scene, so 
suddenly withdrawn. While the eye rested upon the distant 
objects, it cpuld not forget the fearful leap it had made, and 
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the poor insect body it had left on the top of Mount Wash- 
ington. 

«< Well, there, there, there it opens at last !" cried our 
guide once more; and turning towards the north-eatstwe 
saw a vast extent of country, comparatively level, yet with 
its lines of fields and roads thrown into every variety of 
cirrve and angle, showing that the surface was very far from 
being most favourable either to the cultivation of the soil or 
the transportation of its fruits. " There's the Androscoggin; 
don't you see it shine like an eel along through that valley?" 
The bright cqiirse of a stream was seen dividing the dark 
surface of the earth, like the white trunk of a silver birch 
seen on the verge of a green wood, while its tributaries, less 
broad and less distinctly visible, gleamed like the branches. 
The mountain on that side descends a thousand feet or more 
perpendicularly, as abruptly as the Rock of Gibraltar where 
it looks on Spain ; and nothing can be more dangerous than 
to wander without greats caution, amid such mists as fre- 
quently surrounded us. Travellers have been occasionally 
exposed to great labours, and have sometimes suffered much 
from hunger and tiiirst as well as apprehension, by unad- 
visedly trusting to their own sagacity in visiting this place, 
ofren so difficult to find and to leave. A man, or even a 
party, might wander for hours round the sides of the moun- 
tain without discovering any clue to the proper paths, when 
the vapours intercept the vi^w of every distant object ; and 
even if they should reach the bottom, they mij^t wander in 
Tarious directions in the forest below. 
. Towards the west and n(Hlh we had opportunities to con- 
template the scene at leisure, andbegan to feel familiar with 
the optical habits jpf hawks and eagles, by looking upoa 
the world beneath tern a sublime height in the air. On 
the horizon lay Ao Green Mountains. Distance and the 
eontrast with nearer and more elevated peaks seemed to 
have diminished the whole range to a mere cornfield, or a 
garden-walk broken by mole-hills. The valley of the Am- 
monoosuc opened beautifully to view just below us ; and 
Crawford pointed out with interest his secluded dwelling ia 
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the midst of the verdant meadow, invaded by few foreigt 
cares, and solitary but for nature's society. Gleams of suiii* 
thine and shadows of clouds by turns drew their different 
pencils over the beautiful picture, revealing more beaudett 
and exciting more emotions than I could describe, or any 
one but a spectator could fully enjoy. 

And all this of which I have been speaking, or rather all 
that of which I have been thinking while attempting to 
speak, all this came through the eye-— the narrow window 
of the eye's pupil I Creation ! A vast extent of the Al« 
mighty's handiwork; tremendous mountains in extended 
chains, with the numberless minor hills that seemed to 
tremble in their presence ; valleys, plains, and rivers, fields^ 
forests, and icfllages, all comprehended by a glance of the 
eye I How diminutive a watch-tower is the human frame ; 
how minute is that telescdpe, yet how wonderful its power ; 
and what t sentinel must he be who stands within, the in* 
habitant of tke fabric, the gazer through this glass, f .r whoso 
delight and admiration this scene was spread abroad, fof 
whose temporary use these bones and muscles were 
bound together, diis curious instrument Was so inimitably 
constructed, and for whom are reserved scenes unknown, 
far transcending all that he himself can.yet imagine. 

A night of sweet sleep, like that of a child, erased the 
fatigues of that day. 

Having parted from my Hew friends, who were travelling 
in the opposite direction, and taken leave of the frank and 
hardy Ethan Crawford and his family, I mounted again my 
sorrel horse, after a separation from him of only one day, it 
is true, but which had been filled with so many feelhigs 
that I had a great deal to retrace in my mind to get 
again at the chain of thought where I bad lefl him. He, 
however, seemed glad to claim acquaintailee with me again; 
and I rode along the path I had yesterday passed with some 
fatigue on foot, reflecting on the nature of man which so 
strongly tends to consult luxury and ease, and the depress* 
ing influence they exercise upon body and mind. The mo* 
tion which the animal communicated to my frame was agree* 
aUe^-leaving the walking musclee in a state of reposoi and 
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jarring the whole system. The chest, braced by recent 
sleep followmg real fatigug, and by the breathing of pure 
mountain-air, felt prepared for hantfony, like m, harp 
fresh strung with wires of steeL The beauty of the morn- 
ing light on the sides of the mountains also exalted my feel- 
ings, and I could not refrain from a song of praise in accord- 
ance with the scene. 

I travelled four miles along a level road, winding through 
a dark forest, without meeting a living thing; when I 
jeached the Notch House, which stands solitary in the 
little Notch meadow. One would think the level a very 
low one, as the land is too flat to be well drained. The 
Anunonoosuc had been left a little behind, when I reached 
the Saco, a mere brook, which disappeared in front of 
me behind a rock. Thither the road led me; and a 
sudden turn to the left brought me into the gate of these 
mountains, the famous Natch. The scene changed its 
aspect to wiidness and sublimity, and the Saco, breaking its 
glassy surface into foam, set up a roar which it continued 
to make for thirty miles, when it reached the meadows of 
Conway. 

It would be pleasant to me to while away a'week or two in 
these mountains, in the fancied society of a tasteful and indul- 
gent reader— -one of those patient and forbearing beings 
whom I imagina myself talking to when I meet with any 
thing truly sublime and noble in my travels : but I know 
very well, when I coolly reflect, that it is presumption to 
suppose that others ai'e of course pleased widi what greatly 
delights myself; and, however unwillingly, must hasten 
through this gorge, and leave niunberless objects untouched : 
many a thought and sentiment unexpressed. In going twelve 
miles, between the two Crawford bouses, I lost four full 
hours of which I can giv^ no accounty unless by showing 
ihe drawings I made in my sketch4K>ok, or deserving points 
of view whose details are impressed on my memory. Too 
thoughtless of time even to look at my watch, forgetful of 
food and rest, I rode and walked, and stopped and stood: the 
Saco roaring and rushing on one side, and Sorrel plodding 
along on the other, or gazing at me with the bridle on hia 
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neck. Poor fsithiiil beast! He and I did not arrive at 
the intended place of rest till late in the afternoon, and had, 
I presume, thlp latest dinners eaten in New-Hampshire that 
day. 

Bartlet is a pleasant little village, in a circular meadow, 
eight miles btlow the elder Crawford's; and ifot until I 
entered* it did I feel as ifthere was any certainty of my ever 
recovering the exercise of the social feelings. How little do 
we realize, in the family-circle, Ac village, or the city, that 
we are dependent on the vicinity of others fiyr a large part of 
our daily enjoyments ; how many gentle vibrations of our 
hearts are caused or increased by the movements of i^rmpa* 
thetic chords around us ; and how, hke the spheres, we art 
bound to our places by a thousand mutual, though invisible, 
influences. If the savage feels at home in the forest, as 
much as we do at tte sight of dwellings and cultivated fields; 
if his warmest feelings are as strongly associated with the 
sounds and objects familiar in the wilds, as oats are with the 
iowinf isf cattle, the features and the voices of men, whidi is 
nndoiSMdly the case, who can wonder that only Christiini^ 
has been able to induce him to change his habits ! 

The days Itpiai on the borders of that most varied and 
beautiful lako, Winnipiseogee, as well as in approaching and 
leaving it, with the fish in its waters, the fowl on its shores, 
the deer in its groves, and the islands on its bosoms ; 
these and the scenes of contentment, activity, and thrift pre- 
sented along the Merrimack I must pass over in silence* 
It is time we were at the great centre of all this eastern 
country : so, without waiting to learn how the luxuries of 
the soil find their way to the capital, or how its many fashions 
and other iafluences are sent back in return, — let us hasten 
to Boston. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Boflon— Entirom— litemy Institationfl — ^Mottnt Aubam-— lUmatkf 

on our IntiUectaal Machmeiy. 

Boston Is titnated on ground favourable to Ao display of 
the city from almost every point in the vicinity. The sur* 
face rises towards the centre, at Beacon Hill, where th« 
dome of the State House presents a conspicuous object. 
The acclivity at the same time exposes to view not 
a few of the larger edifices in different streets. The irre- 
gularity of surface, however, has its disadvantages; and 
some of the streets are inconvenient and even dangerous in 
slippery seasons. The heart of the city defies the straighten* 
ing hand of improvement ; . but the quays and the adjacent 
streets are of a size and regularity which our larger capitals 
might envy. The wharves, while they attest the natural 
defect of the harbour, bear honourable evidence to the taste 
and enterprise of the merchants; and the market is the 
most splendid in the country. The fine white granite, 
which is used so much for columns in New-York, here 
forms the material of entire and elegant blocks ; and, what 
is of personal interest to travellers, Tremont House is un« 
equalled as a spacious and genteel hotel in the whole Union. 

The harbour makes a fiiie appearance from every emi-* 
nence ; and the surrounding country, drvenified with bold 
and swelling hills, populous villages, and elegant country* 
seats, offers attractions superior to the environs of aily of 
our other cities. Indeed, no pleasanter or more varied tour 
of ten or fifteen miles could be easily desired than that 
which may be made, by hard and level roads, round the 
circuit of Charles River. On the eminences, Washington 
formed the line of troops with which he besieged Boston in 
1776. That end of the horseshoe which overlooks the city 
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from the north is rarmounted by the monument of Bwiker 
Hill; while on that which commands the harbour from 
the south-east, viz. Dorchester Heights, is seen the wall of 
a circular fort. Hereabouts were some of the earliest settle- 
inents in New-England. 

In literary institutions Boston holds an elevated rank. 
Without speaking of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
the Athenaeum, ^c. &c.. Harvard College, which may be 
regarded almost as in the city itself, is the best endowed, 
though not now the most flourishing, institution in the Union* 
Why will uoH^our wealthy countrymen in other States take 
fire at the noble example which has been set them by the 
Bostonians, in fostering learning ? The public-schools are 
probably superior on the whole to those of New-York ; and 
if so, of course to all others in the country. Writing, how* 
ever, is not taught as easily or as well as in New-York ; 
slates not bemg used for that purpose. The girls' and boys* 
schools, also, are separated, which must be attended with 
some inconveniences. The primary schools are vastly in* 
ferior, being under a distinct supervision, and controlled by 
a numerous and unmanageable body of men, most of whom 
«an hardly be ejq)ected to ^eep pace with the improvements 
in that important department of public instruction. Here» 
therefore, you find the old-fashioned Ma'am schools — with 
the poor little children seated all over the room, without 
apparatus, exercises, singing, or any other humane and in- 
telligent device to render instruction or school-going tolera- 
ble. In Boston, however, is enjoyed the great advantage 
of a comparatively homogeneous population, and a strong 
prejudice in favovr of education. What would the trustees of 
the New-York Pufaiio-echooLs think would befall their books, 
if they should penait the children to take them home, as 
they do in Bostcmt Of the grammar-schools I have not 
leisure to speak in befitting terms of praise ; nor have I 
room to give vent to the regret I felt at some of the evi- 
dences I met of d^ perverted influence of fashion in some of 
the female schools. 

Mount Auburn has had the misfortune to be over-praised 
in print ; and tho consequence is, I beUeve, that eTery visiter 
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to it is disappointecL The spot is rery pleasant ; naUm has 
given it seclusion, with pretty sights of green hiib and 
woods, which acquired for it the name of Goldsmith's Tillage 
years ago. And nearly in the state of nature it still re- 
^^mains: the plan for its improrement haviag been as yet 
completed only on paper. There is nothing to impress the 
mind as you approach it with feelings appropriate to an ex* 
tensive cemeteiy. Walks and avenues have been planned, 
and little signs inform you that . here among the bushes 
is Cypress avenue or Cedar-walk ; but in many places you 
have nothing else to lead you to suspect where you are. 
The visiters who go there for a ride, and leave their 
carriages or horses on the borders of the grounds, often in- 
terrupt the reflections which a sober mind would wish to 
indulge in on such a spot. The plan is far superior to that 
of the New-Haven bur3ring-ground« where, as I have re- 
ttarked, there is a want of variety in surface and shrubbery, 
and little seclusion from observation. 

The example set by Boston, in forming such a cemeteiy, 
it is to be hoped may be imitated by many villages as well 
as cities. It is in several respects an improvement on the 
.ancient New-England plan, though much move accommo* 
dated to it than to that of some other parts of the country 
and large towns in general. In cities, public and private 
tombs are used, and small and crowded burying-grounds, 
often at an expense which would procure interment at 
a distance in some retired scene; but in the latter 
there is often less security, except strict precautions be 
taken. Cemeteries- should be planned with reference to the 
living as well as the dead ; and shQuld at once be conve* 
nient and pleasant to visiters, guarded from injury and every 
thing like disrespect. They ought not, I think, to be placed 
in the centre of a village, as they generally are, nor yet too 
far remote from the habitations of men. If they are con- 
stantly before the eye, they are regarded with too much in- 
difference, and the ground is often made a thoroughfare and 
even a place of sport by children. In some instances new 
and more retired situations have been chosen ; for there is 
BO objection to separating the bi^rying-ground from the 
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ehurch, with those who do not consecrate gronnd : but in 
how few instances is taste consulted in the selection of a 
spot, in laying it out, or planting it with evergreens ! — 

Newspapers are in some senses great pests. The old- 
fashioned literati complain bitterly that they occupy the^ 
places of books such as they used to read and grow wise withy 
and ask. What is it but newspapers which makes our young 
men different from what they used to be ? If they would 
listen to one of this class, so far from perfection as I allow^ 
I would say, it is owing to many other causes besides this. 
So far as newspapers have an evil influence, it is attributable 
to their quality, not to the fact that they are newspapers ; and 
the evil of the bad is partly owing to our fathers' neglect in 
not providing good editors, nor taking timely precautions to 
secure a good public taste. The neglect under which news- 
papers so long suffered now appears to have been almost 
criminal : it was at least short-sighted : for if their present 
importance had been foreseen, and if proper measures had 
been taken, they would have been better, and sources of 
much more good and far less evil than now* 

But as for getting along without them, under the present 
and the probable future state of things, it is out of the ques* 
tion. Every man, at least in this part of the country, who 
has any regard for his character for common intelligence, or 
any curiosity or taste, or who has a wife, son, or daughter 
possessing these qualities, must have the affairs of the 
county. State, Union, and universe laid before him every 
week at least. And this is done for from one and a half to 
two and a half dollars a year. Multitudes obtain with this 
a vast amount of matter relating to doctrinal and practical 
religion, the movements of the clergy of their denomina- 
tions, the growth of churches, the operations of their fiiblCf 
tract, missionary, and temperance societies, ^c. &c. 

But to go further into particulars — the public affairs of all 
nations, the effects of the enterprises of distinguished indi- 
viduals, the opinions of new books in both hemispheres. 
The people of this country exercise an habitual censorship 
over their fellow-men — ^many of them daily, multitudes of 
Ihem weekly, as they seat themsdves to perusa their newi» 
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papers ; and feel at the same time a degree of self-rebpecti 
as well as regard for good or wise men, however distant, 
who seem in some sense to be labouring in their varioas 
spheres partly for their gratification or improvement. When 
Humboldt was scouring plains and ascending mountainst 
in many an humble habitation was his progress watched^ 
and tow-wicked candles, lighted as the farmers' families 
assemble at evening, will show the columns which shall 
speak of Don Miguel's fall, and Captain Hall's adventures 
in his pursuit of Parry. 

It is a great consolation when we see the paltry and often 
the vicious stuff with which many of our public papers 
abound, that after all so small a portion of the community 
read it. What is professedly political has charms for but 
few, if we except such things as are personal in their 
bearing on individuals khown to the readers. Marriages 
and deaths induce hundreds to take them up, where tons are 
attracted by what is called the original articles, nM of 
which have as much originality as an echo. The- most 
virulent, tasteless, and sottish papers are generally those 
which are supported by some party, and these are often 
taken for appearances, and not to read. 

The learned must consent to share in the burthen of the 
charge of the public ign)3rance and want of taste. They 
who are familiar with the state of things in Greece and 
Rome, and all other countries on the face of die earth, ought 
to have had skill to foresee that our circumstances, so differ- 
ent from those of any nation before us, qiust require a dif- 
ferent treatment to produce any desirable effect. They are 
a venerable set of men, I allow — ^highly respectable ; some of 
them know law, sonie physic, some history, Hebrew, Latin, 
Greek, and what not. There are those who have waded 
deep into the most important branches of knowledge (I use 
branches in the southern sense), and are actually swimming 
in a surfeit of science, who, I fear, have not sufficiently 
thought how they may convey a few drops to their thirs^ 
fellow-citizens. Is not the idea still too prevalenti thai there 
is no way to learning except the royal road ? Is there not a 
tiresomiB long toll-bridge across that stream which sepanttes 



the land of ignorance from the domain of knowledge, over 
which all are required to pass, while none are permitted to 
use the humble stepping-stones or to attempt the ford be^ 
low ? Cannot some means be devised by which some of 
the important principles, now wrapped in volumes and con- 
cealed in foreign words, may be put into the possession of 
diose who most need them for frequent and practical use t 
Have the Medes and Persians any law requiring every indi- 
vidual who would know how many bones there are in his 
foot, or what fiddle-string it is that vibrates when he knocks 
his elbow, to go through a regular course of study at a medi- 
cal college ? If they have, by the way, it is violated, and 
will be set at nought, I trust, still more, by the Penny Maga- 
zine, Penny Gazette, et omne id genus of publications which 
have begun to appear, I had almost said, since I began to pen 
this page. In these things the English have set us a good 
example ; which, as wo are such ** legitimates'* in literary 
matten as to admit no improvements except through the 
royal road, there is now hope we shall benefit by it. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Nahant— Pl7inoiid»--Prmciples of the Pilgrims— Their Inttitutions — 
JExcuse for not knowing more— Lyceumf. 

Nahant is the first great fashionable retreat our coast \ 
presents, beginning to follow its devious line from the eastern 
part of the country. There many a citizen, many a young 
person educated in our fashionable schools, is for the first 
time introduced to the ocean, and taught, by a glance, how 
great are objects he knows not, how small many of the ac- 
quisitions the giddy world admires. I do firmly believe that 
a misgpidad parent, who has had the folly to bring up his 
eUld in the way he should not go ; who has taught his son 
or hia daughter to admire the fadse glitter of weidthf and to* 
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iMglect the seai^ after intellectual and moral enjojrmentSf 
•*— many such a parent, by bringing his child here, has ex- 
posed him to a scene that can counteract at once the very 
principles of his education, implant new ideas, lead him to 
think his parent superficial, and drive him to other sources 
of instruction. There is an appeal, a warning, a monitory 
toice in the sea, when its waves are dashed against the 
locks, which affects the old and even the i^ccustomed mind 
irith awe ; but to the young, the inexperienced, it addresses 
itself with a tone which enforces attention, and makes an 
Impression no human power, perhaps, can ever entirely 
^ace. 
, *♦ Unfall'n, religious, holy sea !'' 

A scene like this is best calculated for the retreat of one 
who has forsaken the paths of righteousness, and wishes to 
retrace his steps. Vice never chooses a place where such 
reproaches are sounded in her ears. It is also one of the 
most favourable situations for implanting salutary and last** 
ing impressions in the youn^. Scenes like this are, per- 
haps, liable to as few objections, even when strictly regarded, 
as any can be^ for the establishment of houses of general 
resort : for as the objects of nature offer a good deal of at- 
traction, even to the less estimable class of visiters, they 
substitute reflections harmless, if not useful, for many of the 
imbecoming games and occupations in which hours are 
tisually occupied in public places. The man of business is 
Hot attracted to the billiard-table to fill up a blank left by 
his abstraction from his desk ; but he seats himself on some 
of the resting-places arranged on the most advantageous 
points of view, and gazes in admiration on a horizon more 
extended, on objects more elevating than he finds elsewhere* 
He indulges in reflections ennobling to a mind borne down 
with daily cares, while he is refreshed by a pure and kindly 
lureeze, that comes with health and rational hilarity on its 
"Wings, to repair the wastes that necessary labour has made 
Upon his frame. 
^_0f the sea seipent I have nothing to say. 

rljTi&outh I visited with becoming reverence, on account 
if the memory of our forefathers* What % dreary soene 
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mint the coast have presented to them when they landed on 
this spot in December, 1620 ! The soil is sandy, thm, and 
poor, and a range of low hills gives an uniformity to the 
shore, to which notlung but some important historical event 
could have given interest. Along the Atlantic coast of the 
United States, from hereabouts down to Florida, vast tracts 
of sands are found, the marks of some tremendous opera- 
tion explicable only by reference to Noah's flood. Of this 
nature is the country here. The undulating surface of light 
sand, intermingled with loose primitive rocks, stretches along 
the bay, while it also forms Cape Cod, on which the Pilgrims 
first effected a landing ; and Carver's Rock, on which tra- 
dition says they first stepped from their boat, is of granite. 
They saw none of the natives at first, because a fatal dis- 
ease had destroyed all the inhabitants for some distance 
round several years before. Old William Wood mentions, 
in his New-England's Prospect, printed in 1634, that Ragged 
Plain, a little in the interior, had become covered with bushes 
for the want of Indians to bum it over, as they had been 
accustomed to do, for game. 

I took my stand on the top of Bur^ring Hill, near the 
grave of Carver, those of several of his associates in the 
first settlement of New-England, and of many of their de- 
scendants. On this spot they entrenched themselves im- 
mediately; at its base, on the south side, they formed their 
treaty with Massasoit ; between it and the shore on the east 
they erected their first dwellings along the present street of 
the village ; between the lofty blufis on the sides of the har- 
bour they used to watch for the expected arrival of ships 
from Engisnd ; northwardly they soon saw new colonies es- 
tablished; and westward — what talents would be required to 
show the whole influence of their early labours and pure and 
wise institutions ! Where we can trace the operations of 
their principles among our countrymen, we find that we owe 
to them almost every thing we are and have and hope for. 

It was a simple question with them, after they had estaiN 
lished themselves here, whether they should take this course 
or that— -shall we observe the strict rules of morality and 
reU^ni and ioatroct our childreu in usefiU knowledge, or 
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not! They did not dispose of the question as the repre* 
sentatiyes of Pennsylvania did a few months since, when 
the bill for common schools in the state was before them. 
They did not decide that they were too poor to do it con- 
yeniently, and therefore must postpone it. The Pilgrims 
were simple enough to believe that " learning is better than 
house and land/' and therefore provided for the establish- 
ment of a school in every town of fifty families, and a gram- 
mar-school in every one of 100 families. Let those who 
think them the poorer, cast up the figures by which it may 
be shown, and then follow the emigrants from New-England 
wherever they have gone, and see how they compare with 
those who represent difierent doctrines on the intellect. 

It is true that the Pilgrims enjoyed great advantages for 
laying the foundations of their society along with general 
education. They came well provided with knowledge, and 
had little expense to incur at the outset. Family instruc- 
tion was a powerful aid to schools ; and it is the want of 
this which renders necessary the array of means now re- 
quired to make up for deficiencies where it has been neg- 
lected. Knowledge may be transmitted from generation to 
generation, in the same manner and almost as cheaply as 
ignorance ; but what a difierence is the consequence ! Sup- 
pose that the pilgrims had chosen to neglect the means ne- 
cessary to secure general instruction. Imagine the conse- 
quences. This country, instead of sending out so much of 
its population to all seas and regions, because they had 
superior intelligence, and can pursue the beasts of the 
forests, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, as well 
as commerce and various other kinds of business, with 
greater success than other men, would probably have been 
▼isited by those of other nations for the same purpose, and 
ere this have been a much more mixed people. The great 
streams of teachers, of all classes, which are now poured 
out annually to other states of the Union, would never have 
begun to flow — sad evidence of the literary drought which 
would have parched the soil, now so fertile in men of edu- 
cation. It the arts and sciences, public virtue and intelli- 
gence had ever risen high enough to send out emigrants to 
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the West, they would have flowed in one undistinguished 
mass with those tides of emigration from other quarters, 
which, however strongly contrasted with them now when 
they meet, are soon and materially purified by the mixture. 
Had the Pilgrims acted like most other planters of colonies, 
in respect to public education merely. Bunker Hill would 
have had no name, and the United States no being. 

There are many things to be seen in Boston, some of 
which I know but little about, and too many more I had not 
the taste, or knowledge, or sagacity to observe or take 
pleasure in. I am no English tourist, and therefore cannot 
pretend to know every thing. If I had the wonderful facili- 
ties possessed by some of those men and women who survey 
the United States through their blue glasses, and then write 
things of which none of us natives ever heard, I might have 
had more to say. How pleasant must travelling be to such 
gentry ! A pers(m with their talents might sit in his hotel, 
or sleep in the steamboat, and make books, whose originality 
at least would never be doubted : whereas such people as I 
can never say a thing of any place or object, without having 
everybody who is acquainted with it exclaim, ^ That's a 
fact i^ and can never indulge in a reflection, but the first 
plain, merely sensible person who reads it will say, ** That'a 
true — ^very good — he thinks as I do." 

Now this is no way to make a book, that's veiy certain. 
What gratification can it be to anybody to be told that 
things around him are what they know them to be ; and 
that they and their neighbours have done exactly what they 
have, and can do so and so, and no more nor less ? But, 
ah! when shall we equal the English! *'Rara avis in 
terris" — ^now and then we find one of these rare fowl— - 
not so rare, however, now as they once were — some think 
there are quite enough of them. One of them, I recollect, 
was at a hotel in New- York some months ago, where he 
gave out that he was collecting remarks, and every day took 
out his memorandum-book and pencil at table. Two or 
three persons, who appreciated the importance of his imder* 
taking, were so obliging as to render him assistance ; and 
out of respect to his future readers^ never allowed bim to 

15* 



170 MMMBACaVSETtas 

take any thing but the choicest bits from that great news- 
market; and, indeed, generally took the trouble to stall- 
feed the cattle and pigeons before they brought them up» 
Under their hands our steamboats, race-horses, whale-boats, 
and spinning-wheels improved more in speed than they had 
done in years before ; and the march of mind in the United 
States was equalled only by the progress of the pumpkin- 
vines in the meadows. Had the wonders he heard been 
communicated to him in a different manner, he might have 
questioned the statements ; but they were introduced casu- 
ally in common conversation ; not narrated to liim as prodi- 
gies, but mingled with the concerns of the day, and heard 
by others without surprise, and often without remark. This 
intelligent foreigner faithfully noted every thing, and must 
have taken a vast fund of available merchandise home to 
England. His friends grieved the less at his departure, 
because they cherished the hope of seeing him ere long in 
a book. As yet, however, they have been disappouited. 
Amopg the various travels in the United States since pub* 
lished in Great Britain, they have not found his name ; and 
although several of them have borne strong marks of his 
character, and were to a great degree composed of materials 
like those which he collected, they are at once so like and 
milike the valuable mass with which he was supplied, that 
they were inclined to suspect he had sold his notes " in lots 
to suit purchasers." 

It b impossible to travel far in this state, and, indeed, in 
some of the other states also, without perceiving signs of 
the recant impulses given to public instruction. In some 
places the old school-houses have been replaced with conve- 
nient and handsome edifices ; evidently planned with some 
regard to their importance, the publie convenience, and the 
principles of taste. In others large buildings have been 
erected for public lectures, libraries, and cabinets of natural 
history. And if we had time enough to inquire into the 
state of public intelligence, we should find considerable im- 
provements made within the last three or four years. The 
associations for literary improvement, which have multiplied 
so rapidly, though varying in size, importance, and plain 
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are known by the general name of lyceums, which is a word 
of good, sound, and classical origin ; and although often ap- 
plied to societies of a different and generally a loftier chaur* 
acter, may, perhaps, as well as any other, be used in this 
meaning. The career of knowledge, like that of benero- 
lence, however humble the agents embarked in it or the 
scale of their operation, offers innumerable and ojflen unex- 
pected gratifications. I have attended several meetings of 
such associations, and cannot easily describe all the ways 
or the whole extent in which I received gratification. 

So many meetings have been held, so many little socie- 
ties formed, and so many measures taken with direct refer- 
ence to the diffusion of knowledge, that those who appre- 
ciate its value are. sure of recieiving support in any judicious 
effort they may make in its favour. Suppose a publie 
meeting is called in the village of Newtown, to form a vil- 
lage lyceum. The bell is rung in the meeting-house, and 
probably the minister, the teachers, male and female, assem- 
ble, with many or few of the people, according to circum* 
stances. The ladies sit at some distance, near enough te 
hear, yet far enough to show that modesty actuates them 
wherever they go. Some persoil, familiar with such socie- 
ties, gives a statement of their plan and effects, and com- 
ments on the advantages offered by the village for the forma- 
tion of a similar association. It is unanimously resolved, 
*' That it is expedient to form a Newtown Lyceum." A 
committee is then appointed to form a constitution, which 
is perhaps presented to the same meeting, or if not, to a 
subsequent one. On the articles, probably, some discussion 
takes place ; and I can answer for it that they sometimes 
disclose both talent and eloquence, and always some facts 
concerning the state of society which may prove instructive 
to a stranger. I have wished that some of Uie well-meaning 
travellers who have told such ridiculous tales of us on the 
other side of the Atlantic could have listened to a few such 
discussions, even in our most obscure villages ; for they 
would have heard our plain country-people talking togethey 
about themselves, and that affords one of the best possible 
opportunities for learning their condition and character. 
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" I had no notice, gentlemen," remarked a middle-aged 
man from another town, " that I was to address this meet- 
ing. I was passing through Newtown, and attracted here 
oidy by leammg at the tavern that a lyceum was to be 
formed. I will mention briefly that the lyceum of Oldtown, 
of which I had the honour to be secretary, has been very use- 
ful, a» it is generally beUeved, in affording harmless amuse- 
ment as well as useful instruction to different classes, par- 
ticularly the young. The funds are derived from the sub- 
scriptions of members, at half a dollar each, and a quarter 
of a dollar for minors, who however are not entitled to a 
vote. The officers are a president, vice-president, record- 
ing and corresponding secretary, treasurer, and librarian, 
who, with five others called curators, form the board of 
directors, three of whom make a quorum for ordinary busi- 
ness. We have collected a library, by loan and gift, of 
books which could be spared by the members of the society; 
and thus each volume being made accessible to all, is as it 
were multiplied by two hundred, which is aboiit the number 
of our members. One or two lectures on different subjects 
are delivered every week in the winter when the weather 
permits, by volunteers — ^professional gentlemen and farmers ; 
and occasionally we are favoured with some friend from a 
neighbouring lyceum, with an essay which has been well 
received there. We send a delegate every quarter to the 
county lyceum (where your delegates, I hope, will hereafter 
attend), and hear interesting reports from him of their pro- 
ceedings on his return^ Our schools have been much im- 
proved, as the teachers are interested in introducing every im- 
provement in discipline and instruction which they can ob- 
tain ; and I must do most teachers the justice to say that they 
are true friends of knowledge and republican institutions. 
And while I am on this point, allow me to remark, gentle- 
men, that we have it in our power, though but humble indi- 
viduals, by pursuing a proper course of operations in the 
society which exists around us, to effect what the govern- 
ments of some countries of Europe are endeavouring to do^ 
but cannot fully accomplish, with all the means in their po0- 
•essktt. We can raise the standard of our common scfaoole 
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to the highest grade, and carry their benefits to every indi- 
vidual. A monarch can do little for this object without the 
general and hearty co-operation of his people ; and if that 
can be secured by us, we need not despair for our want of 
any other influence. The French government, during the 
past year, established a splendid system of public instruc* 
tion; and the semi-weekly paper and the monthly maga- 
zine, published by the minister of instruction, inform us 
that it expressly avows, as essential principles, that religious 
education is inseparable from intellectual ; that the interests 
of the state require that every child be instructed ; and that 
the profession of a teacher, in every department, must be 
rendered respectable in the eyes of the pubhc. Through 
the investigations made, the best systems in Europe may 
now be obtained from France ; and nothing remains to be 
done but to educate teachers enough, and to excite proper 
emulation among the people. 

*^ Make the results of education known, and you will 
awaken interest in schools : show parents and teachers better 
systems than they have, and they will wish to obtain them : 
raise the salaries of teachers, treat ihem with due re- 
spect^ and you may have good ones. In many points men 
of their practical knowledge will easily improve by the mere 
exhibition of apparatus, or by witnessing the management 
of a model-class for a half hour. Encourage, therefore, 
the meetings of common school-teachers in the town and 
the county, for thus, still more than in the case of the 
library, the information of each becomes the property of all. 
We must remember that our schools should never be left 
alone by the good and the intelligent, until they shall have 
been placed on the best possible footing. Our teachers 
ought to be retained permanently in their profession, and re- 
spected as highly as any members of society. They ought 
adsa to be put in possession of -every improvement for their 
aid which is known in the world. Our commerce with 
foreign nations is never made subservient to its highest ob* 
jects so long as we do not by means of it promote the dil^ 
fusion of useful knowledge ; and intellectual must go hand 
inhand with religious. Aadmaric the tendency of freqn^Btl 
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associatioii ! It is only the extension of that principle on 
which true friends receive mutual benefit from conversing 
on a topic with which they are partially acquainted* They 
share the whole stock with each other, and at the same time 
are stimulated to obtain and communicate more in future.** 

By such remarks as these the individuals present fed 
encouraged to further the good objects by such means as 
are in their power. The stranger departs, but some one or 
more he leaves behind are prepared to act on a committee to 
procure lectures for the winter, or to solicit the loan of 
books, to visit the schools, to collect minerals, to make a 
map of the town, to correspond with some other society, to 
collect historical facts of Uie region in which he dwells, or 
to raise funds to procure a philosophical apparatus, or possi- 
bly to erect a building for the society. The meeting has 
convinced some individual at least that he could do more 
than he before believed ; and more than one are now started 
on a career in which the example and support of othersj 
with success in new exertions, will probably display to 
themselves powers of mind and means of usefulness, as well 
as of enjoyment, of which they have before been quite un- 
suspicious. 

hi a country like this, where such a state of society 
has been established, great advantages are enjoyed by 
parents in rearing their children. And of this many of our 
emigrants appear sensible; for some of them send their 
little ones from the South to be educated among the scenes 
and moral influences of their infancy. No higher expres- 
sion of attachment and veneration can be paid to their na* 
tive land than thisi, by such men as have done what they 
could, to improve the intelligence and morality of the regioos 
where they dwell. Education is a staple commodi^ of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, and more or less so of eome 
of the other northern states. A child here is as sure of 
good examples, and good intellectual and moral instructioii, 
as he would be of having rice enough in South Carolina, 
sugar-cane in Louisiana, or Indian com in Ohio. 

The route from Boston to New-Toric, through Provideiies» 
is interesting on several accounts, but is well knows; and 
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I9 if I thonld stop to sptak of it, I should not find 
time to complete the remaining part of my tonr. It is a 
dreadful thing jfor a writer to hare more materials than he 
ean use ; an evil, fortunately, not yery common at the pres- 
ent day; for if we may judge authors by their books, they 
genendly want nothing more than something to say. How- 
erer, it is my chance this time to suffer under a surfeit. 



CHAPTER XXm. 

New*Tork— Hotels — Sculpture— South Ameriea-^-Dr. Sweet- 
Foreign Inventioiui. 

NoTHiNo is more remarkable than the rapid multiplica^ 
tion and extension of hotels in New-York within a few 
years* About six or eight years ago there was none ex- 
cept the City Hotel, which was considered as affording yery 
extensive, and at the same time genteel accommodations ; 
Bunker's, Washington Hall, and Park Place House being 
on a less extensive scale. The American Hotel was 
not opened without some anticipations among idle re- 
markers that the city would not support it ; and yet we 
have now the National, the Adelphi, the United States^ 
Webb's, the Franklin, and, without mentioning many others 
in different streets, lastly, the moose, the mammoth. Holt's* 
What scenes of bustle are presented at the doors in the 
travelling-season, especially at the hours of steamboats ar-^ 
riving and departing, which now occur with but short inter- 
missions ! How roil the coaches to and from ; how the 
porters jostle you and one another ; how the strangers pour 
up or down Uie side^walks, with their great coats on their 
arms, or pack their wives and children hastily into coaches. 
How you can instantly distmgnish these bMs of passage 
as they stop at the comer before you, and survey the houses 
•bore them from top to bottomi mi thai |aie at the erowA 
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rushing by them, as if Jiunting for a needle in a hay-mow; 
What a difference it must make with thein in respect to the 
pleasure of their journey, and the information they may 
carry home, whether they find a bed to lodge in or not ; and 
whether comfortable things befall them or .otherwise. As 
we pass them in the street, it seems but a matter of little 
concern whether they are lodged here, or there, or nowhere ; 
whether they are treated honestly or have their pockets 
picked. But it is much to them. O this familiarity with 
crowds and bustle, this packing down of human flesh in 
cities like jerked beef, makes us in some respects wonder- 
fully selfish and indifferent to our species. 

Speaking of hotels — Holt's is the mammoth of them all. 
Seeking a friend one day, a gentleman traced him to Holt's, 
inquired for him at the bar, and was told that although 
not in his room, he was somewhere in the house. " That 
was what I was afraid of," said he — " I shall never find him. 
If he had gone out I would have given him a fair chase 
through the city, with some small hope of finding him : but 
in such a boundless labyrinth as this I will not waste time 
in searching for him." 

This hotel is sometimes called Holt's castle; but it is 
rather the castle of indolence, or more properly that of glut- 
tony. " The refectory," "hot coffee," " the ordinary," "pri- 
vate dining-room," ^c. &c., these are conspicuous words 
blazoned on the doors and along the passages. Labourers, 
horses and carts are often seen lining the curb-stones, toil- 
ing and groaning even in removing the refiise and fragments 
of those enormous feasts which are daily consumed in this 
surfeit factory. A steam-engine puffs and perspires all day 
to raise aloft tons of food, merely for hundreds of trencher- 
men to bring it down again ; and, to judge from the smoke 
and hissing, one would think the inroads of hunger were 
more difficult to resist than the current of the Hudson or the 
MississippL 

This pile of granite b in one sense a temple of " Taste;** 
—and what species of taste that is, the spectator may judge 
from any commanding view within some miles, by the broad 
banner that floats on its top, bearing an enormous greea 
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Untie ! 'Hie inghi of such an ensign is not a Vtiy gratify- 
ing one to a man of letters, unless indeed he be suffering 
under a paroxysm of hunger, to which his tribe are said to 
be rather predisposed. Under other circumstances^ he ex* 
claims, O Uiat my countrymen would content themselves with 
moderation in their animal enjoyments, and sacrifice more 
to the mind ! If this bar were converted into a library ; if 
tomes of knowledge were put in tiie place of bottles and de* . 
canters, and the halls were furnished with food for the in- 
tellect, what a splendid university would this be ! '*< 

I have been visiting some of the artists and exhibition- 
rooms ; and having already indulged in a few remarks on 
paintings and painters, I might apply some of the same 
views to sculpture ; but shall not stop here to be very pai^ , 
ticular. I would briefly remark, that taste or genius, as it 
is called in sculpture, need not be of so gradual growth in 
our country as many persons think. Many of our travellers 
abroad will tell you, that an hour spent in the museum of 
Florence, or in the select society of Apollo and Co., in the 
palace of the Vatican, would be sufficient to convert the 
most rude taste to something very refined and intelligent ; 
and as for genius, did not Canova grow up in a few years ; 
and was not his life more than long enough to revolu- 
tionize the world of artists? Even in the most refined 
countries, every new generation must be educated to refine- 
ment. We have, therefore, only to use the proper means, 
and in a very short time might have taste and genius, and 
the results of both combined. 

It is a slavish doctrine 4eer that no artist can be worthy 
of respect who has not worked in Rome. Let not our youth 
be discouraged. Take a chisel, look at a man, and make 
the rock look as much like him as you can. But the rock 
is hard. Then take plaster, or common red clay from a 
brick-yard. It will wash ofif from the hands of genius — 
Canova used it often. Set about gravely to do what you 
have attempted when a boy with the snow. Try to make 
a man — it is not so puerile a business, neither is it so very 
difiiculL You are not to be perplexed with colours, lights 
and shades, or in any way required to make a flat surface 

16 
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look like idiat it is not You may measure every part^ 
tnm it this way and that by moving the block on which it 
stands, and alter, remould, and begin again. Nothing is 
spent but a little leisure time, a little attention and ingenuity, 
for which you will be more attentive and ingenious here-* 
after, and a better judge of other people's work. The clay 
k as good as it was before, and you are not obliged to show 
your work or to try again. You are already like an artist 
in one respect ; you have failed in your first attempt to do 
as well as you wished. Even if you had tried to chisel a 
stone and broken it, your tool, or your skin, I dare say 
Canova and Thorwaldson themselves have done worse. 

There have been fewer good sculptors than good painters ; 
but sculpture is a much more natural and simple art than 
painting. It has its peculiar principles, and in certain de« 
tails there are more niceties ; but in general this is not the 
case. For example — ^there must be caution used to guard 
against any unmeaning, incorrect, or ridiculous effect in 
every point of view from which a statue or group is to be 
seen : while a picture has but one side. But how natural 
is the attempt to mould a material mass into the form of 
humanity ; and how much better do even children succeed in 
making images of snow than in drawing men with coal or 
chalk ! And how much more readily do the uninstructed 
express their opinions of statues than of paintings, because 
they feel better competent to judge i I need but remark in 
addition, how Mr. Augur has astonished us all with his 
^^ Jephtha and his daughter,*' because he had independence 
enough to act on these principles, and with extraordinary 
taste and perseverance. (How strangely I forgot to speak 
of Augur with praise while at New^Haven !) And how has 
the Scotch stone-cutter, Thom, with the coarsest stone, and 
in spite of his degraded subject, viz. a low ale-house group, 
imitated nature almost to perfection^ without the benefit of 
instruction or a single model. 

I have said a good deal about taste, perhaps, to very little 
purpose, yet I must express my displeasure for that shown 
by many of my countrymen in several recent instances. 
WhiU WMks of real merits reeommeitded by patriotic or at 
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least respectable historical associations are offered for 
exhibition almost in vain; while artists of extraordinary 
talent, pure character, and commendable intentions are shut 
up in humble comers by public neglect, we can rush in 
crowds to see a poor and meager composition, whose merits 
are merely of an inferior order, and whose tendency is of a 
decidedly corrupting character. I speak of the *' great tm* 
moral painting'^ of Adam and Eve in Paradise. This picture 
has indeed a scripture subject, b«t that is its only merit, ex* 
cept the mere mechanical execution of the figures. The 
composition has not the essential quality of a just conception 
of the scene portrayed. There is no Eden, unless a few 
flowers on a green bank may express it; and no one 
could ever judge of the artist's intention or his subject, if 
the serpent and the apple were withdrawn. On the con- 
trary, every thing else, except the nudity of the personages, 
would lead to a very opposite idea. And as to the intel- 
lectual character of the piece, how mean, as well as how 
detestable, appears the character of tlie mind expressed in 
this painting! Such an artist would make the Eden of 
purity a mere Mohammedan paradise. Nature is repre- 
sented as destitute of beauty ; and man, in his state of per* 
fection, as devoid of every exalted and ennobling sentiment 
From woman, every intellectual trait seems to be removed ; 
and how insufferable is this, in such a scene, where the 
acquisition of knowledge was the great instrument of tempta* 
tion, — ^the object to which she had yielded, and which she 
used as the ground of her argument with Adam ! 

For my own part, this miserable failure of a foreign artist 
will ever be doubly displeasing to me, because it has been 
80 extensively rendered popular by the notice of men who, 
in my opinion, ought to have possessed more taste and dis* 
cemment. 

Because it was a scripture painting, fathers and mothers, 
laymen and clergymen, crowded to see it, indifferent or un- 
suspicious with regard to the impression which their example 
would have on virtuous and blushing youth, and on immoral 
and debased members of society, who rejoice when evil 
•eotimenta arfi idlowed to walk in the 8uaihine« 
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Encouraged, I suppose, by the golden success of the pro* 
prietor of ^is painting, Hughes, a man of extraordinary 
talent as a sculptor, has produced a far more decent, yet a 
mean subject, which addresses itself to a somewhat similar 
taste. I& skill ought to be bestowed in a more worthy 
manner before it receives general applause. The arts are 
infernal demons when allied wMi immorality or even with' 
debased sentiments. 

While we are crowding to Elfttqp0» or sending our children 
thither, to run through the great trairelled routes, to see 
sights and learn to talk of things because they have been 
visited and talked of before, but generally with very little 
conception of why or idierefore, our country is an object 
of well-defined interest to many intelligent foreigners. I 
have fallen in with several gentlemen of education from 
South America, who are looking upon our society with pav- 
ticular curiosity. Our southern brethren, in their zeal lo 
learn the art of conducting a country upon our principles, 
chide our indifference ; and in the. preference many of them 
show for subjects substantially important, might make us 
ashamed of our blind admiration for the splendid tinsel of 
Europe. While we are reading of feudal castles, or recall- 
ing with misplaced enthusiasm our visits to foreign capi* 
tals or courts, they are asking admission into our printing- 
offices, or observing the apparatus and exercises of our col- 
leges and schools. They are attracted by these things, be- 
cause they are in search of means to effect a definite object, 
and one on which the prosperity and indeed the existence 
of their country depends. The apparatus with which the 
governments of European countries are carried on is too 
expensive for them — ^it is entirely out of the question, both 
because it is too dear and beeause it is not at all appro- 
priate to their condition or" designs. In looking over the 
Old World, therefore, they see, as we ought, that there is 
nothing appropriate to their use except certain scattered in- 
stitutions, or methods here and there, and these generally not 
the gaudy machinery, sustained with treasures, exhibited with 
pomp, and disguised with forms. What is worth knowing 
in Europe i» generally that which it is not difficult to lean; 
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what we should look upon, few eyes are likelj to discoYer. 
The South Americans have contested the point for liberty 
and independence for twenty years or more with prejudicet 
ignorance, and immorality; and many of their statesmen, 
as well as other virtuous citizens, have been forced to the 
conviction that they must by some means instruct their 
countrymen and render them virtuous, or their past labours 
and trials will be unavaiUng. Let Europe be at peace, and 
permit only the concurrence ^«f such circumstances as may 
be imagined, and fleets and armies will cross the Atlantic 
to recover those immeasurable and splendid regions to the 
dominion of despotism. Men who have sacrificed fortune, 
endured wounds, imprisonment, and exile, the loss of friends 
and families for the benefit of their country, are ready to 
part with all that remains rather than be ultimately defeated 
of their objects. When therefore they see by that means so 
simple and economical as the propagation of knowledge, the 
encouragement of virtue and industry, their point may be 
gained, they look upon the steps by which this may be 
effected with an interest which might excite some of our 
talking but inactive friends of education and public industry, 
and arouse them from that lethargy which so extensively 
prevails in the United States. 

Some of these South Americans having visited several 
of our institutions, celebrations, public, and Sunday-schools ; 
" To think," remarked one of them, ** that one-third of the 
capital of my country is invested in the ccmvents ! How 
much more truly great are such monuments as your public 
school-houses than any of the edifices of Europe !" While 
seated in the teacher's desk, after a silence, he exclaimed ; 
^ If I could learn the art of instructi(m here, I should desire 
no higher honour than to devote the remainder of my days 
to teaching the poor." This gentleman has since been called 
to the presidency of Mexico by acclamation, restored peace 
in the midst of civil war, held that office for a few months, 
and retired to private life. 

^ What have we here V* said imother, as he entered an 
infant-school, while the pupils were marching to drafts — ** a 
military parade commanded by women 1 Thii is the way 

Id* 



to lay the foundation of a good state. I have ncr higher 
pleasure," he added, *< than to visit your schools and col- 
leges." He is now displaying at home his devotion to leam^ 
ing in all its branches, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, viz. as president of the republic of New Grenada. 
One of his most enlightened countrymen and personal 
friends, in his first visit to a Sabbath-school, found the in- 
fant class singing a well-known juvenlile h3rmB ; said as he 
vnderstood the English language, said, with much feel- 
ing, " Truly the children of the United States are taught to 
repeat sentiments before they can understand them, while 
other nations might weU make any sacrifice if ihey might 
with truth apply them to themselves : — 

^My God, I thank thee, thou hast planu'd 

A better lot for me ; 
And plac'd me in this Christian land, 
Where I may hear of Thee.' 

"lam fully convinced," said he, ^that sincere, active 
benevolence alone is true greatness. Serving God, loving 
all mankind as brothers, and teaching them to exercise the 
same feelings towards each other — these are the only ob- 
jects worth living for. The principles of the Grospel of 
Jesus Christ are the only principles on which we can de- 
pend for private or public happiness. Honour, pride, and 
power — they are trifies, mere trifles." The sweet harmony 
of about an hundred and fifty children at an infant-school 
one day made his eyes glisten ; and he remarked, " How 
affecting it is to reflect, that ' Except ye repent, and become 
as little children, ye shall in no case enter the kingdom of 
heaven.'" This gentleman, the father of an interesting 
Httle family, six or seven hundred miles in the interior of 
Colombia, of which republic he was the last {Nresident, re- 
turned thither about a twelvemonth since, prepared to de- 
vote himself to the active promotion of education in all its 
btanches, among all classes, the Indians and negroes in<« 
eluded ; but has been elected to the vice-presidency of New 
Grenada, and compelled to accept of that station, in spite 
«f two refiisals*. . 
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These few cases have been mentioned to show that our 
countrymen have been too long inattentive to the progress 
of oi^r South American brethren in improvements of various 
kinds ; and to call to mind the important fact, that similarity 
of institutions and condition are rapidJy identifying the in- 
terests, the hopes and fears of these two vast portions of the 
New World ; and it b daily becoming more imperiously our 
duty to seek to strengthen rather than to divide our mutual 
attachments, which, like the Isthmus of Darien, though 
narrow, should be as indestructible as the Andes. Other 
devoted friends of knowledge and virtue, our enthusiastic 
admirers and willing pupils, might easily be mentioned; 
but Pedraza, Santander, and Mosquera are given as ex- 
amples in which noble sentiments expressed among us, and 
intelligent observations made in our country, have been 
made to produce speedy and abundant fruits in the vast 
regions to which they have returned. 

It is all in vain for foreign artists or inventors to expect 
to keep from our countr3rmea the curious and useful im- 
provements in any of the arts they practise with success. 
There is a prying spirit among us, which will not rest till it 
possesses every thing that promises advantage. Men will 
go to the ends of the earth for facts which may lighten^ 
facilitate, or perfect their labours in whatever craft they 
feel interested, since competition in manufacturing has 
laade knowledge and skill available in the market. 

All the encomiums that can be bestowed^ however, ob 
American curiosity and perseverance, could not give me the 
same lively impressions of its nature as a short conversation 
I heard between a poor man and a shopkeeper, with whom 
he was bartering some neat products of his skill. 

" Did you ever see any of Reeves's Patent Water Colours t 
If you did, I suppose you don^ know exactly how they are 
made. Now these are as much Reeves's Colours as them 
you've got in your case yonder, though I made them yes-> 
terday myself. You don't believe that, I s'pose ; but I've 
worked for Reeves in London : I couldn't find but in this 
country how to make such fine paints ; and went to England 
a-purpose to lam. I didn't see why I shouldn't help him 



184 KEW-TORX* 

supply this country, the demand has got to be so great now. 
Well, they let me go into the shop — ^they thought I didn't 
know nothing, and perhaps I didn't such a terrible deal* 
However, I know'd so much as this — I got so pretty soon 
that I could make the patent colours as well as anybody. 
But I wasn't quite ready to come off yet, mind you. Th^re 
was the camel's hair-pencils ; nobody knew how to make 
them in the United States — and I thought I might as well 
lam that tue while my hand was in. Well, I left Mr. 
Reeves's, and got in a pencil-shop; and the first thing I 
found out was, that they are made of nothing in the worU 
but squirrels' tails." 

Here was an exclamation of surprise and doubt. 

*'If they an't," continued the narrator, perfectly una* 
bashed, «< I hope I may never stir out oi my tracks, I tell 
you the3r're squirrels' tails, brought from America ; and if 
they can manufacture them cheap, sartingly we ought to 
undersell 'em. But then there's the putting the hairs to- 
gether all exactly right, and getting them through the little 
end of a chicken's quill, and there gluing them fast. That's 
the rub— not exactly that either-— but there's the sticking- 
place. I guess I worised long enough at that to find out 
how it was done, and then had to be told and look too be- 
fore I could lam ; and law, it's easy enough." 

*'WeU, howisit?" 

** Ah !" replied the artisan, with a shrewd, penetrating^ 
and ironical look-—** that's tellin'." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

A new Comer of the World — Recollections of the Chotem* 

Among the interesting indiyiduals I saw in New-York, 
was a tall man, of the negro race, who was brought to this 
country more than two years since, by Captain James Mop* 
rell, from a group of islands which he discovered in the 
Pacific Ocean, during a voyage he made to those seas. The 
public have had before them for a year his large volume; 
detailing his voyages, travels, and adventures, and briefly 
touching upon those islands and certain others, of which 
he claims to be the discoverer. Two men were brought 
home by Captain Morrell ; one of whom died some months 
since of the consumption, in the New-York Hospital. He 
was of a different language from the survivor, and very 
passionate and disobliging, never accommodating himself to 
his exile. Both had previously been exhibited in some of 
our principal cities, and have been oflen erroneously sup- 
posed to be natives of the Massacre Islands, at which Cap- 
tain Morrell lost many of his crew by the violence of the 
inhabitants. 

Having formed a favourable opinion of the captain from 
what I had heard from one of his seamen, of hi» humanity 
towards these poor savages ; and being pleased with the in- 
telligence, modesty, and philanthropic sentiments I dis- 
covered in him after a slight acquaintance, I took an oppor- 
tunity to spend some time with the man above mentioned, 
who lives in his family. He is of coarse features, almost 
perfectly African, with large, thick lips, curled hair, small 
nose (a little flattened), but is well formed, excepting a slight 
stoop at the shoulders. His colour is that of a dark mulatto, 
and his countenance has an expression of honesty, mingled 
on acquaintance with mildness, benevolence, intelligence, 
and friendliness, which render it interesting. He has had 
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but little instnietion ; but from this circumstance I was the 
better able to form an opinion of the mind of a heathen and I 
a barbarian. I have leisure at present to say but very little \ 
in regard to a man of whom, during repeated interviews, I 
obtained materials enough lo entertain a lover of novelties 
for some hours* 

Daoo (pranonnced Dahco) was son of a chief of his na- 
tive island, which is one of a small, but populous group, 
within six degrees of the equator, md near longitude 115 
west. His native island, Uniapa (or Ooneeahpah), has 
ihree prominent mountains, with some rough ground Bear 
Ihe sea, where was Daco's residence, among a number of 
people whom he commanded. His father's peq[ilA dwA. 
on the side of one of the mountains, his mother's in laolber 
place, &c. &c., there being a number of petty princes on 
each of the inhabited islands. War, he represents, is never 
carried on between different islands, but only between tribes 
of the same island ; and then wounds are much more fire- 
^uent than deaths. The land is chiefly covered with forests; 
and he gave me names for My or sixty of our trees, shrubs, 
flowers, &c, some of which we have no purely English 
names for. The men go without any clothes at all : the 
women wear a single garment : the climate being extremely 
hot. They build houses after a model which I have ; buiy 
their dead in them ; purchase wives with several articles 
which pass as money; practise polygamy; and some super- 
stitious ceremonies to cure diseases, obtain favourable winds, 
rain, ^c, but have no idolatry. They acknowledge one 
Supreme Being, the creator, rewarder of the good and pun- 
isher of the bad, invisible, &c. They have traces of a 
^revelation, considering a particular Jewish rite which they 
practice as commanded by God to make men better ; and 
their art of curing diseases and producing rain is also derived 
from him. Pango is the only inferior deity he informed me 
of. He presides over an inferior world, where every thing 
is delightful, and whither the good go after death. They 
are, however, invisible to each other, and can communicate 
only by the sounds of their voices. There is plenty of 
plants, flowersi animals, and obje<;ts agreeable to the sight : 
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tmi they are all white. The entrance to iStuM woild it 
through a cayem in the island of Garnhi (Oanoohee), in« 
habited only by two men, who, according to his deecription, 
may be Albinos. 

The inhabitants of thai worid are often spoken of as tufie 
fkroco^ white men ; because white is nearest to what is m^ 
▼isible. Hence, when Captain Morreli and the crew of hia 
schooner, the Antaretie, were found to he white, they were 
supposed to be sj^rlts. That invisible world is the land of 
music : Pango haying given the people of the islands five or 
aizmpDsical instruments, one of which is the three-holed flntOt 
Ind aoodier the shepherd's reed. The resemblance of his 
with that of the Classical Pan, struck me ; as did the 
some of his words with those of the Greek and 
Hebrew languages, as well as certain peculiarities in the 
tongue not to be expected in one belonging to such a 
people. 

They cultivate a species of potato, beans, and several 
other roots and vegetables; and have apples, cocoanuts, 
and other valuable fruits'. Their birds are numerous, and 
often of brilliant plumage; they have turtles, and catch 
many fish of different sizes, with either spears, or what our 
fishermen call grains. The largest animal is something 
like the wild boar, which has not the tail on the back like 
the native swine of other Pacific islands, and is hunted with 
spears. In one of the islands ate ostriches, whose quills 
are one of their articles of trade : dogs are common. Their 
canoes, which are owned only by certain littoral tribes, are 
large, and move with rapidity. One of the islands at least 
must be volcanic ; and from one of the historical tales I 
heard, I presume that a tremendous explosion and com'> 
bustion, which once destroyed a town and many of its in- 
habitants (at the command of Pango, who sometimes is a 
most destructive demon), were volcanic. The songs of this 
people are remarkable, as well as their propensity to rude 
poetry or rhythm. They have various airs, generally of a 
plaintive cast, but with greater compass and variety, I think, 
than are found in moet odier savage nations^ The language 
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is smooth and melodious, having bo soond which we csnaol 
easily make, unless it be an occasional guttural g* They 
interchange some of the consonant sounds, bat generally not 
the same as the Sandwich and other islandenty whose lan- 
guages I have examined. The tongue has a eonsidoable 
resemblance to those of some of the Polynesian Islands in 
structure, and a distant one in words ; but it is yiore agree- 
able, harmonious, and manly. A *' nursery song,** begin^ 
ning jBoo, eao^ labi lahi vim na potUy ^.y has a very sweet 
air, and contains several kind epithets addressed to the 
child, promising that its head shall be ornamented with a 
feather of the Icibi or parrot if it will cease crying. A. 
swimming song and a canoe song, which also I wrote dofwUi 
are mellifluous and appropriate to their subjects. 

Daco has a disposition of the most frank, simple, and 
amiable description. He admires much what he sees, and 
says that there are many very good men among us ; and 
though he is impatient to revisit his own land, says he will 
»' come back to ^Merriky Isle*^ (America island), and bring 
one of his brothers with him. He was pleased with a 
proposition to teach his people what would be useful to 
them; and if instructed, or accompanied by some judicious 
philanthropist on his return, would no doubt render them 
material service. I visited a school with him, and he took 
a deep interest in some simple religious instruction which 
the children received in his presence, as he has a little 
knowledge of our language. He promised on his arrival at 
his island to collect Uie children every Sabbath, and teach 
them in like manner. 

It strikes a person strangely to feel such a kind of friend- 
y ^hip towards an ignorant savage as I acquired for Daco ; 
but one's attachment for such an individual may be as 
sincere, and productive of more real gratification, than we 
sometimes find among the children of art, the sons of luxury 
and vice around us ; and I have the pleasure of thinking 
ihat my feelings were reciprocated, which is more gratifying 
than a whole volume of false professions of friendship. 

Some parts of the city awakened in me recollections of 
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the seaflon of 18329 and the cholera in New-York. I spent 
seTeral weeks diere at that tiihe, and may be excused for 
expressing a few of the feelings then excited. 

For myael^ I had found it difficult to realize^ that the 
busy and apparently gay crowds in the streets might be 
sobered and saddened in an hour, by the appearance of the 
disease, and scattered towards all p<Hnts of the compass by 
its ravages. Indeed, I had found it hard to persuade m3r8elf 
that I was soon to know it by dreadful experience or obser- 
Tation. And when it was confidently reported to have ap» 
peared, I flattered myself that it would have been modified 
hy the climate ; and anxiocnly inquired whether it had that 
dnadfiil blue complexion, those irresistible spasms and radf- 
iDg pains, accompanied with an undisturbed mind. And when 
I^nnd that the same monster was amcmg us, which I had 
00 long regarded as iabulotis in India, and that he had come 
ati it were with a stride across tlie Atlantic, I began to look 
within: for he had seemed to cry, **■ To ^e ready and the 
WDfKpared I oome.*^ 

There was a peculiar seriousness immediately percepti* 
ble on the face of society. The gay and lively had gener- 
ally disappeared, and no longer interrupted such thoughts as 
abundant leisure inclined others to entertain. And what 
thoughts were these! We were soon deserted by most 
of our friends, or had deserted them for the same rea» 
son: we had momentary expeotations for weeks of see> 
ing our own children, parents, brothers, and sisters seized 
whh the terrible disease before our eyes ; and the morning, 
evening, noon, and ni^t air being almost equally dangerous, 
we could do little out of doors for days in succession. I 
cannot easily imagine a case itf which the body could be 
condemned to more perfect idleness, while there was every 
thing to excite and occupy the mittd. Almost every species 
of food, commonly considered harmless or nutritious, was 
prohibited ; and the very medicines which we kept by our 
bedsides, in our offices, stores, and pockets, we were pe- 
remptorily forbidden to take or administer a moment before 
or a moment after the appropriate time. In circumstances 
like these it would be impossible for any mind, observant 

17 
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of its own reflectkms and the moyements 6f others, not to 
receive instructioai Noi onljr my own feelings, bnt the ex- 
pressions dropped from |be jjps ^ others, were of a much 
more solemn tone, and deeper import than usuaL . I fomid 
an uiToluntary ** farewell'* on my tongue irh^ierir {.parted 
firom a friend, even for a few hours, siid • kind jf-inrprise 
at meeting any one whom I had not seen for a day or two* 
Life was so precarious that it was not calculated on as en- 
during ; and I now felt something of that astonishmeiEt i|t 
death's delay which I had often experienced on his 
The tone of conversation, with whomsoever I spoke, 
evidently very different from that oi ordmary times: fiNT 
there were strong and irrepressible feelings in every breast, 
wliieh laid their hands upon the tongue, the limbs, and the 
features. The soul seemed to press to the eyes widi such 
anxiety to watch the extafaM" world, that you could see it 
plainer than ever before* - The risible muscles seemed pal- 
sied ; and those which are usually ready to fiirl the curtains 
of the countenance in smiles, no longer obeyed, or rather 
were no longer ordered to act. 

A friend, in speaking of the idle questions of certain 
thoughtless persons from a distant place, on this awful 
subject, said, *^ When they exclaimed * how can you sub- 
mit to such privations of food V I felt like weeping at the 
memory of the solemn lessons which had placed us above 
such frivolous considerations as those of taste. Ah, you 
know not what you can do till the cholera comes among 
you. *' Did you not prohibit the subject from conversation V 
inquired they. * How would that have been possible ?' replied 
I : * besides, how heathenish, how impious it would have 
been, so to close our eyes against the sight of the Almighty's 
judgments — so to stifle the voice of Providence?'" 

" 1 have made one diseovery," remarked another friend, 
** which I intend to practise the rest of my life. I find I can 
not only live on very simple food, entirely undisguised by 
spices and gravies, but that two-thirds or one-half the quan- 
tity I used to consider necessary for my sustenance is more 
favourable to my health and enjoyment. How important a 
practical lesson is this which the cholera has taught me ! Had 
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I learned and practised upon it from my youth, I might have 
been a more happy, wealthy, and useful man. I wish I 
could proclaim, on the hau8e-topf« the 'doctrine I now em* 
brace } it would «aye thousands from disease, poverty, suf- 
fering and even death." 

It wtm only beeauae the warnings of physicians against 
our eating prohibited articles was repeatedly and terribly 
backed by the sudden voice of death, that we were won 
ovet to entire obedience to their commands, at first oftea 
fraated as childish. Some slight indulgence of appetite was 
Xitkxk found, like the feeble wire pointed at a thunder cloudy 
the cause of an instantaneous and deadly bolt from heaven* 
We then found that we dearly loved life : and '^ What ahali 
we eat, and what shall we drink ?" was changed for ** What 
ahali a man give in exchange for his soul 1" The effect of 
abstinence was soon perceptiUe in the mind as well as the 
body. The pulse was coolerf Ao feelings more manageable 
though more powerfully acted upon, the reason more undistur* 
bed, and the judgment more deliberate, decided, and uniform* 
Morning, noon, and midnight this world and the next stood 
before the eyes in the same proximity and comparative 
importance. Joy and grief sat, as it) were, for weeks within 
the reach of our hands, on the right and the lefl : equally 
prepared to join our company at a moment's warning, when* 
ever death or life should be decided on for ourselves or our 
friends. 

The weather was delightful during the most fearful ravages 
of the disease. I walked out early on the Battery, alone- 
there was no walking or doing any thing else for pleasure. 
I admired the thick and verdant foliage ; and turned for 
home with the reflection that so splendid a morning and 
such verdure I had seldom or never witnessed. The long, 
silent, and empty streets, with iht grass starting through the 
pavements, and the curb-stonea white with a washing of 
lime, presented a sad picture of solitude ; and a litter, hurry* 
ing to the nearest hospital, showed that amid these signs of 
desertion, the awful cholera was at work. That day's 
report was the heaviest of the season. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Fwhionable Education-^-Hadson River— The Power of Faney-^Oat- 
fkill Mountaina — ^Thander-itorms — Rainbowa — Momin^ 9mnBk' 

• 

I AM a traTdlM^ periodically, like all my coiintr3rHMn ; 
and deserve the name, in common with almost all my fellow- 
eitizens, of belonging to the greatest travelling nation in the 
world. Of course, on stepping into one of our steamboats, I 
ought reasonably to feel a personal interest in the question, 
so important, though so seldom answered : '* What do we 
travel for ?" I am ready to confess that I have changed my 
own views of this subject several times in the course of my 
life. I began my travels with an idea that it was an im- 
portant object to become familiar with the great cities and 
edifices of Europe; the scenes of great events, and the 
peculiarities as well as characters of distinguished men* 
Such, I dare say, is the impression with which one of my 
fellow-travellers, on my right, lately set out on a tour to 
Europe; but I find that while he familiarly describes 
various localities and personages abroad, he despises 
every object around him. Hence I presume he regards 
all on this side of the Atlantic as I once did, as beneath his 
attention. To attempt his correction or cure I shall not : 
for I have once had that foreign disease, and know how 
alone it is ever removed. Let him attempt to use his 
knowledge ; let him try to apply his facts to things ; and 
he will find by degrees that they will not meet. The mis- 
direction which he has received firom his tutors and firom his 
books, if they are to be corrected at all, can be ccnrrected 
only by experience. 

> Happily, better opinions have come into use within a few 
years on subjects of this nature. Our scenery, history, and 
biography attract much more attention than ihey once dld« 
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A fashionable mother near me has supplied herself with a 
map of the North River, to trace out some of the finest 
country-seats upon the banks; and yonder is a youth in 
humble life, who is deeply absorbed in reading of the events 
which ocourred here during the Revolution. Indeed, I have 
often been forced to confess that there is more sound taste 
and judgment displayed, even on literary matters, by the 
humble, than by the lofly in society. But there are certainly 
soma points in which we might pursue a different course 
with reason and advantage. Here is a wealthy merchant, 
who, though he owes his fortune to the habits of industry 
and economy he learned in a little country town, and 
the intelligence which he caught by contagion in a so- 
ciety where it prevailed, has trained up his sons to habits of 
extravagance and idleness, which have already begun to un« 
derraine it. A disrelish for every rational employment, and 
the restraints they have found in decent society, have now 
caused their separation from the family — family circle I can-* 
not call it ; for fashion draws up her votaries in a half-moon, 
with all faces gazing on the wonder of the day, be it what 
it will. The daughters— with heads garnished without, and 
empty as the gourd-shells their father used to drink out of-^ 
what will be left of you after the thunder-storm of death 
shall have cleared away,, which must in his turn strike the 
main pillar of your house ! Heartless, headless, and help- 
less by education ! Fashion has not only trained your feet 
in Chinese shoes, and blown through your brains like a bird^a 
eggi but has taught you crooked paths, and poured poison 
into your hearts. O for a cup-full of that good counsel 
which your grandmother used to pour out like water ; O the 
influence of her example upon you for an hour ! Would 
there not be some little hope of your breakmg through the 
great system of imposture which all things seem combiOit 
ing to play before your ey^s ! 

A youth from Scotland, on board, is hastening nmrthward, 
the sooner to turn westward, and to feast his taste at 
Niagara. Fancies concerning the giant of cataracts he has 
indulged in among his native hills ; and the secret of hie 
ouriosity, ae UbeUeve is often the case* appears to Im to 
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compare the reality with the creation oi his imagiAatiMU I 
am prepared to find him at first disappointed, and afterward 
more than gratified : for I doubt not he has heaved Ossa oa. 
Pelion to make the cataract rush from between two mowi-/ 
tains, as that is the way cascades do in Scotland ; and it 
would be natural for a stranger to look for striking features 
in the scenery of the tremendous verge. Thus he will be 
disappointed, if not disaffected, by the first view. The 
imagination is a most, wonderful architect. I remember 
that the cathedrals of France, when I visited them in my 
outh, appeared much too small : and when I stepped out 
of St. Peter's, and looked at the blue sky, I thought — 
^ Paltry little insect ! Poor man, is this then all you can 
do V* A heathen writer says, that the nature of the gods 
was lamentably degraded by the sculptors of Greece, be- 
cause the representations they gave of them in marble were 
much less ethereal and pure than the conceptions of the com- 
mon people, and declares that the mind of an uneducated man, 
if left to form its own views^, would have created far supe- 
rior characters. This is a fine, and I doubt not to a degree a 
just compliment to the powers of the imagination. We might 
find evidence of its skill within us daily, if we took the same 
pleasure in studying its capacities and condition as we do 
ikiose of our pockets. 

Scotland and the Scotch have much to interest Americans. 
To say nothing of our obligations to them for poetry and 
prose, we owe them for the testimony they have borne to 
the worth of knowledge and virtue. Wherever we find a 
Scotchman, we find a man trained to principles of probity, 
industry, and economy, which would enrich any land on 
earth, and with a respect for knowledge which would exalt 
it I speak here in general terms, without regard to indi- 
vidual exceptions. / 

The banks of the Hudson are much more delightful thaa 
is commonly supposed, even by those who feel familiar with 
the scenery of that beautiful stream. I had been a frequent 
passenger in the steamboats between the city and Albany, 
from the early days of steamboat travelluiff before I was 
induced to explore the banks, as I hfy^ «|mm done at 
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many intermediate points. While on my annual tour, I 
therefore feel desirous of informing others who may this 
season purpose to pass along this route, that hy allowing 
themselves a little more time, they may greatly enhance the 
enjoyment and advantages of travelling. 

Much of the course of the Hudson certainly offers heau* 
tiful or striking scenes to the eye of every passenger. But 
it is to be remarked, that the breadth of the stream ne- 
cessarily tames many features, and shades or excludes many 
glimpses of grandeur and beauty which are fully disclosed 
only on a nearer view. The picturesque and varied features 
of the eastern shore of Haverstraw Bay, seen from the large 
steamboats, which slide along under the western banks, 
afford a striking case of this kind. There the traveller may 
find a delightful retreat for a few days or even weeks, if he 
have so much time at his disposal, and enjoy extensive and 
varying views upon the broad expanse of water, from eleva^ 
tions of two or three hundred feet. 

I always count more on a person who has visited such a 
place as Catskill Mountains by design, than on a common 
every-day traveller. Unless his ascent to that noble emi« 
nence has been the effect of an accidental attachment to a 
party bound thither, or to the mere dietaticm of some ac- 
quaintance, who has been obliging enough to save the lazy 
fellow the trouble of determining beforehand where he will 
go, we have reason to presume that he has been attracted 
by the love of what is truly fine. It is humiliating to the 
conceited and the proud, to the worldly wise and to the 
eminent — ^in money, to contemplate scenes which pronounce 
a kind of anatliema upon the common objects of devotion. 
If I were rich and purse-proud, or the occupant of any office 
or station obtained by chicanery or flattery, certain I am I 
would as willingly have my character sifted by a jury of 
twelve freeholders, as stand and think of my motives and 
myself in the presence of such a bcene. 

The rigorous climate of the Mountain House has been 
often blamed for forbidding the approach of the gay and 
affluent, who form such a figure in the annual crowds of 
travellers. Bdt if the scene were as flattering to per* 
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sons of that description as their mirrors and their dependantSf 
the Pine Orchard would be as much resorted to as Saratoga 
itself. 

. Soon afler my arrival, while I stood on the projecting' 
shelf of rock, which actually overhangs for some distance 
the precipice just in front of the hotel, and commands the 
valley of the Hudson for sixty or seventy miles, with the 
uplands beyond, and several summits in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, admiring the serenity of the sky, I observed 
a cloud, shaped like a mushroom, and like it white as snow 
above and dark below, moving slowly down from the upper 
part of the river's course. None other was in sight, and 
this was at least a thousand feet below me. I soon per- 
ceived that it was charged with lightning, and pouring 
down a plentiful shower. Like a vast watering-pot it 
drenched the acres, the miles over which it passed ; and 
with a glass I could imagine some of the feelings of the in- 
habitants of the farm-houses and villages over which it suc- 
cessively moved, as they were involved in its shadow, awed 
by its thunder, and in turn restored to the light of the sun. 
The habitations of men appear from that eminence like the 
shells and coats of insects ; and it costs an exertion to real- 
ize that human interests can be of importance enough to 
claim serious attention to those things on which wealth or 
subsistence depends. Man has become a microscopic ob- 
ject; and how paltry seems the least diminutive of hia 
race ! And the importance of a claim to this or that speck 
of earth or water called a home-lot or a fishing privilege* 
appears consummately ridiculous. Poor creatures, why not 
learn to be content with what is necessary, assist those wha 
are in want, and turn to subjects worthy of attention and 
love 1 But it is the vice of the insect that he prefers the 
ground, and refuses to spread the wings with which he 
might fiy to a loflier and purer region. " De gustibus Bon 
disputandum," said the aeronaut, whose pig squealed as he 
rose in the air, and tried to nose his way through the bottom 
of his parachute. 

The singular cloud pursued its way slowly down over a 
i^ace, I presume* of twenty miles* deluging the country* aa. 
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I afterward lesumecL Where ail die water came from I could 
aoi imagine; neitlier could I see wlience came all the 
clouds which afterward overspread the valley of the Hudson. 
During a thunder-storm, which threw its lightning and ut- 
tered its thunders over a great space beneath us, we enjoyed 
almost uninterrupted sunshine* v At length a commotion 
began among the clouds in the south, where a cluster of 
small and rounded eminence^, like the hills of an old com* 
field, showed the Highlands (now robbed of their sublimity); 
and a wind blowing through that pass, rolled up the vapours 
in heaps, like snowbalU, increasing as they proceeded, till 
they were all flying northward, as if in haste to escape fit)m 
view. Their forms and agitation reminded me of the con- 
sternation of a panic-struck army: and a few small clouds 
eame pouring over the heights above our heads, and min« 
gling with them, like timid confederates afraid to await the 
wrath of some unseen conqueror. Almost all this time, two 
rainbows of the brightest colours stood just before us, with 
their feet planted upon the green foliage, fifty yards or more 
below die precipice, forming arches which approached three** 
quarters of a circle, with the most splendid colours imagi- 
nable, especially about the key-stone. The glittering aspect 
which the landscape afterward assumed, with the motion* 
of the sails on the river, the singing of the birds around us» 
and the colours of the sky in a beautiful sunset, left the heart 
and mind in a lofty tone to await the solemnities of night. 

After a period of calmness all around, .when the air had 
been undisturbed for about two hours, lightning began to 
flash, and thunder to roll beneath us ; and during several 
hours, the whc^e valley seemed overflowing with the sounds 
of battle. The evening passed amid the comforts and 
light of the great parlour, in a social circle, now enlarged 
by the addition of several friends unexpectedly found in diat 
aerial retreat. 

A few glimpses at the moon and the landscape, after mid- 
night, from the window of my. bedroom, occupied my fre* 
quent waking moments ; and as soon as I could perceive the 
first blush of dawn, I dressed, and hastened to the roof of 
the hotel, to watch the approach: of day, to a scene whose 
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wliitenftfla macl« mc suppose it had been coT«red With SHOW* 

There was more sublimity to be feasted upon every momeat 
that passed, than some people witness in their whole lives. 
What a grovelling soul that must be which prefers a mom* 
ing slumber to such a sight ! When the spirit of a man ii 
once roused, his senses oppose no resistance to his will* 
Let a spark of glory, from such a scene, once kindle hk 
heart ; and sight, hearing— *his whole animal nature— are 
roused and ready to do their parts. Let die master but 
appear, and the slaves will obey. 

The fresh and unbreathed morning air, the glowing east, 
the boundless scene« made me feel as if released for ever 
firom weariness and care. As the light increased in the sky 
to a broad glow, it gave something of its hue and brilliancy 
to a sheet of whiteness which overspread the whole valley 
of the Hudson, for not less than twelve or fifteen miles in 
width and thirty or more in length. How so heavy a snowi 
storm could have prevailed there in summer, I could not 
divine ; but every hill and wood was covered, and nothing^ 
could be discovered below the higher uplands except the 
course of the river, like a dark line traversing the scene 
firom north to south. A bright red glare at length lay across 
the whole vale between me and the sun ; which, when he 
rose, was increased almost to the glitter of polished metal* 
The beams struck upon the neighbouring heights, and the 
few remaining trees of the ancient pine orchard near me, 
which once stood in rows, as if planted by the hand of 
man. The birds chirped, and the cocks began to crow at 
the base of the mountain ; and peak after peak grew bright^ 
till it became broad day to the whole world around. 

I was now surprised to see something like a white sheet 
lifted gradually up from the opposite bank of the Hudson, 
showing a few fields, houses, roads, and wood-lots beneath 
it ; and gradually mile after mile was thus slowly laid bare 
by the removal of a thin covering of dense white mist, which 
was slowly rolled off clean by the south wind, and revealed 
to my eye many of the hills and valleys, the farms and vil* 
lages, the meadows and slopes of three counties, the abode 
of some thousands of inhabitants. 
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' All these sights, and more, were offered to my view, and 
all their indescribable impressions to my mind, in the short 
space of twenty hours, which limited my visit A ride of 
two miles took us to the lakes and the cascades, and gave 
us a sight down the Glove, — a deep and declining mountain- 
pass through which the stream that flowed beside us pur- 
sues its headlong way, after its two leaps of 175 and 85 feet. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Method and Effects of labonr-iayihg in teachinff Latin— A fVontien* 
man — Early Ififtoxy — Convenationa on Health and Dieif. 

What were the real, bpna fide effects of my grammar-school 
education ! What were the results of my study of Virgil ? 
to confine the question to one point. Truly, truly, it is 
difficult to answer. To what extent my mind was increased 
in vigour or capacity by it, I cannot tell : perhaps as much 
as might be wished — for a giant is not sensible of his own 
growth. I am sure, however, that I was often filled with 
disgust at a language which I ought to have been made to 
love ; viewed with jealousy and resentment my teacher and 
fellow-students ; had paroxysms of misanthropy and of dis- 
gust towards learning ; and formed many erroneous opinions 
about the objects and enjo3rments of life ; and often vacil- 
lated widely in my views of virtue and vice. 

Some very painful retrospects have often occupied my 
mind since I spent an hour in a Latin school, some time ago, 
and witnessed a number of boys engaged in my former em- 
ployments ; and to-day something happened, or was men- 
tioned in conversation, which has recalled them. My ap« 
parition, in the seat of an examiner, at the school of which I 
speak, seemed to strike a chill through the warm and in- 
genuous hearts of the pupils ; ah ! how lamentably abused 
by undeserved harshness ; how intoxicated and debased by 
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turns with that fatal spur, emuladon ; that alcohol of the 
intellect, that labour-saving instrmnoit to which the ignorant 
and the indolent teacher ever resorts, because it easily ex* 
cites that attention which he ought to produce by displaying 
the attractions and the practical use of learning. 

One interesting youth, at the head of his class, intoxicated 
with praise, and desperately fearing a faU *' from his high 
estate,'' showed extreme agitation in his eye, his cheek, and 
his voice; and experienced emotions more exhausting to 
his mind, I have no doubt, than the labour of mastering three 
such lessons. Another, smiling with the consciousness of 
a task well performed, and the anticipation of a successfnl 
recitation, failed through an amial^le diffidence to retain his 
presence of mind ; and from one accidental error fell into a 
labyrinth from which he could not recover his way, and 
sinking into his seat, with swelling veins, sobbed and wept 
till the close of the exercise. A third, after passing unhurt 
the ordeal of construmg and parsing, was treated with a 
eontemptuous expression by the teacher, for a paltiy fank 
in not discriminating between ^^the use of the poets" and 
** position" in giving the rules for scanning ; and I saw his 
evil genius, an irritable temper, Ivhich ought to have been 
systematically pacified by a judicbus treatment, rise and 
drive his^ feelings almost to desperation. This was as much 
as I could bear, and I was glad to retreat from such an in* 
tellectual and moral inquisition. , 

A short interview with one of those active b^gs who 
have shared in the excitement and labours of our new and 
distant settlements, or beat the bush in advance of civili* 
zation, conveys more lively ideas of what is actually going 
on there, than reading all the essays and statistics in the 
world. Now and then we meet a stray one in this part of 
the country. He looks like a wild bird in an aviary, or 
amid a yard of domestic fowls : so regular and orderly and 
stupid do we all feel in his presence. Two or three such 
characters I have fallen in with ; but it is impossible to get 
a regular narration out of them of greater length than a few 
minutes. They have brought their restless activity along 
with them, and seem physically unable to be quiet. One 
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of them attracted my attention as soon as I saw him in the 
boat. He had been ever3rwhere — ^why, or how, I never 
knew. 

•' Was you ever in St. Louis ! New-Orleans ?** — " Ah, 
mon ami !"— " At Detroit T— ** There's a rough set of fel- 
lows. I was one of die first on the Upper Huron. It's getting 
settled now fast with people from New-York,**— •' Have you 
ever been along to the north of Lake Superior T' He was 
a short man, in a bluejacket, with both hands on a double* 
barrelled rifle, and a powder-horn and shot-bag next his 
vitals. The outer rim of his eyelid was perpetually drawn 
up, lest it should intercept any of the i^ew ; for a good 
woodman's sight, I believe, sweeps three-quarters of a 
cir6le without moving the head. His feet were restless, as 
if he had been used to long grass and snakes.; and although 
his age was probably fifty, every nerve was fiiU of activi^, 
every limb of vigoiur, and every motion and word of inde* 
pendence and fearlessness. 

• «« Out on the Mississippi they are an active <set of fel* 
lows," said he ; *' they can build steamboats and launch 
them, and run them, and blow them up about as quick as 
any other people. * Shoal a-head !' you'll hear 'em sing out 
— ' How do you knowf— ' Why, she ripples.' — ' Well, sit on 
the safety-valve, and jump her over !' That's pleasant safl« 
ing enough, to be sure, where you find the watermen enter* 
prising so ; but it's cruel to see the deer come down to the 
shore to drink, tod not stop to go after them with your rifle. 
I like the ground, I tell you. First I began along Lake 
Ontario. There's some woods there, but not much game ; 
yet I thought it was fine fun to be all alone with my old 
gun. It was not very long, though, before I was off: and 
where do you think I was next ? Why, after being at Gin* 
cinnati and St. Louis about one thing and another, I got out 
to Green Bay, among the Indians. There's a set of honest 
fellows for you. You needn't have anybody to go with 
you and say this is Mr. such a man. AH you've got to 
do is, if you come across a bear or a deer, just shoot them, 
and leave them on the ground ; and the first wigwam you 
come to, say, * Friendi Fve come among you for a little 
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VfhUe to stay; I donH want any thing imt just to shoot nqr 
xifle once m a while^-— There's m bear or a deer just bade 
in the woods, which any of you can have if you want H.' I 
tell you what, if Jthey won't treat you like the biggest man! 
And you needn't do any more than this : the story witt*^ 
before you ; and wherever you come they know you ; mnd 
jiow you can shoot a bear, or a deer, as the case may be* 
Well, then. I -thought I would go where there wasn't so 
much civilisation ; for I wanted to see more of the Indians ; 
and I've been through that country all along m good piece 
north of Lake Superior." 

M Do you know that district?" inquired a listener. ^Ask 
my gun," replied the speaker. '' I was there six weeks, all 
akme, among as good game as ever fell under a muzzle. 
That's the Ufe-: get two or Hiree days' provisions of venison 
or bear's meat on your back, shot-bag full, powder-horn full ; 
and then, if you meet an Indian, or a white man, or any 
thing, you can befriend them. Bat you want to know some- 
thing of folks before you can trust them. The Green Bay 
]bdians,— I should feel safe among them to lie right down 
on the ground, in the woods, between two, and sleep all 
night Why, a man would be a great deal safer so than he 
would be in Broadway, in New- York, wi^ -fifty dollars in 
his pocket, at eleven o'clock at night. 

" They are good fellows ; but I'm ready to shoot with any 
rffthem :--walking, running, swimming, diving, flying, any 
wflty. I've shot with Egg Harbour fellows on the wing, and 
VU. try with an Indian any way he likes, till they come to a 
sitting mark and a dead rest ; and then I've done with him." 

Afier the capture of the forts on the highlands by the 
British, in 1777, and breaking the chain stretched across 
the Hudson, at West Point, they sailed up ; and, as I have 
been informed, burnt a brig in Saugerties Creek. They 
had a man on board, of Dutch extraction, who pointed out 
the dwellings of persons particularly obnoxious to the 
enemy. On passing the house where Washington had been 
quartered, they fired a shot through the roof. They burnt 
a brig, loaded with tea, in Saugerties Creek, and Mr. Liv- 
ingston's house opposite and several others. 
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• Sasgerties, and the banks of the creek behind it» were 
settled by French Hugneiiots, who enigrated, after a^tang 
resklence in Holland, bringing' "many Dutch eonnexkme 
and the Dutch language with them, but a good deal of 
ioSlAigence. Another settlement of the same kind was 
made below, at the Stmnd, one of the landings of King* 
ston ; afler which at the village of Kingston itself, and Mav^ 
bletown. They chose the best soil. A GemnfO settlement 
was made west of the Catskiil Mountains. At Tappan was a 
real DiMdi settlement ; and Newburgh was a colony of Irish* 
** Intelligence,^ regretted a fellow-passenger, who spoke from 
personal knowledge, "is at a low ebb. The intelligence 
of the original French faded away am^ their scattered set- 
tlements and the dangers and triaJs of their situation, along 
with the language. The schools have been few and poor* 
The academy, founded at Newburgh many years ago, has 
produced considerable effects. Gk)yemor Clinton there re* 
ceived an important part of his education, as well as a nnm*- 
ber of other gentlemen distinguished in the learned proies* 
sions. He probably learned here, from observation, the im- 
portance of public education, of whichi he became a most 
efficient advocate." 

" See how much better I feel already,** said a young lady 
to her father, as they sat down at breakfast ; ** I feel quite 
hungry, and have no doubt that by the time I have been at 
the Springs a week or two, if I have exercise enougk, I 
shall have strength sufficient to set off for Niagara.'^^^ 
•• Well," replied the father, who seemed to be absorbed lu 
thoughts of his business, which he had reluctantly left at the 
city, as it would appear, to attend his daughter on a tour 
for pleasure, under the pretext of health, — " Well, if you 
get cured of your dispepsia, or whatever it is, it's all I want. 
I am hungry, too : I believe this air is good for us both." 
Neither of the two had sagacity enough to perceive, that 
rising twa hours earlier than usual, with the excitement and 
exercise they had experienced, were the chief causes of the 
improvement of their «|>petiM and the cheerfulness of their 
feelings ; and that a more fWMonable system of life at hom» 
would have had nearly the same effect on thei^ every dajFV 
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And this is the simple truth in respect to a large majority of 
those who travel for their health every season. They might 
avoid the symptoms from which they suffer, hy following a 
few of those simple rules of nature from which we never 
can deviate with impunity ; or if they have become enfee- 
bled or diseased by conformity to the examples of fashion- 
able life, might thus soon and ejQTeetually recover a sound 
state of health. No apology can be necessary for my 
quoting here the adage so worn out by frequent repetitions 
in my youthful ears, because now it is entirely obsolete 
among many circles, and will sound like a perfect novelty. 

** Early to bed and early to rise, 
WUl make you healthy, wealthy, and wiie." 

Retire and rise early; aim low in matters of show; and 
in things of solid worth let none shoot at a higher mark than 
you. Plan something useful every day ; do something good 
6V#y hour, and love something good every moment. Re- 
ject the foolish conceit, that any thing like useful labour can 
be dishonourable. Introduce your hands and feet to such 
services as they were designed for ; while you occupy your 
mind with the contemplation of subjects worthy of its na- 
ture, and your heart with those pure affections on which 
alone it can thrive. 

How I pitied this poor, puny, spoiled child ! Every one, 
even the plainest of these doctrines, had been effectually 
shut out from her education. Thousands had been expended 
on teachers, books, and instruments ; but it seemed as if not 
a pennyworth of good discipline or instruction had reached 
her head or her heart 
I ^ Amid a lively conversation on various topics, of no par* 
' ticular interest, I heard one remark which startled me : — 
^ New-York," said a female voice, *' is a city of the greatest 
tiaste in America." The speaker was a milliner, who was 
mi her return to a country-town, with all the latest fashions, 
aiid I know not how many hundreds of dollars worth of 
silks, velvets, plumes, laces, plush, ribands, and straw. She 
had heen requested,' as she declavedi by several of the ladies 
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of her neighbourhood, to make mquiriefli about the materials, 
form, and texture of bonnets, hats, handkerchiefs, and even 
dresses and shoes. As an accidental want of some of the 
refinements of speech might have rendered her importance 
among her own society somewhat doubtful, she took the 
pains to mention names, characters, and connexions, with 
the exact nature of the commissions she bore, and a variety 
of interesting matter reliatmg to ways and means by which 
she had been enabled to accomplish them. I might have 
wondered, 1 suppose, why so many sedate, judicious, dis- 
interested, and even literary ladies could feel so much anx« 
iety to possess such objects ; or to obtain this or that isolated 
fact or opinion from New- York milliners ; but I was aston* 
ished to learn, that the rapid narrator had met so many pei^ 
sons like herself in the city, bound on similar errands, and 
loaded with just such commissions, from towns and villages 
east, west, north, and south. " The improvements in naviga- 
tion," as a lady remarked, " were of great consequence ; forj 
instead of being, as formerly, two or three months behind* 
hand in the fashions, we may now wear such hats in JtiOB 
as the Parisians have in May; and so be only about four 
or five weeks behind them all the year." A very interesting 
publication, also, had been commenced some time since in 
New- York, in French and English, expressly for the diffu- 
sion of intelligence in relation to dress ; each number of 
which contains several fine-coloured engravings of costumes* 
So meritorious a work as this, and one, if possible, in ad-^ 
vance of the spirit of the age, would, no doubt, meet abun-* 
dant support ; and was worthy of the broken-^down French 
fancier who was to be the editor. 

Here, thought I, as I turned away from the hearing of 
such intellectual conversation, here is betrayed one of tho 
cog-wheels of society. Here is one of those great counteract-, 
ing influences which cause so much waste of power in our 
machine. Whoever has turned a crank, or pulled or pushed,, 
to aid the advance of public intelligence, morals, or happi- 
ness, and wondered why his exertions proved of so little 
use, let him just look here. Here is enough to explain 
some part of his difficulty. Minds and hearts on which h% 



200 . HUDSON RXVSB. 

has wished to make impressions, he may now see, were 
otherwise employed ; money, a little of which was neces- 
sary to the accomplishment, was ronning out in floods 
another way; while principles of social harmony, disinter- 
estedness, and henevolence, could not easily he cultivated, 
or even planted on ground occupied by those of an opposite 
nature. Here you will find one reason why incomes are 
not always equal to expenditures; why libraries are so 
small ; the fireside so much deserted ; schools so few and 
so poor ; frivolity so much tolerated ; health, in a thousand 
cases, unnecessarily exposed and life sacrificed. 

But do not let me drone on so, while this is a note of the 
bagpipe which the ladies will not endure. The wives and 
daughters of fellow-citizens, of all classes, will unite, if in 
nothing else, in putting down him who assails their ears 
with such unwelcome sounds. I therefore must cease; 
otherwise they would have no longer peace of conscience in 
refusing dollar and half dollar contributions for the comfort 
of the poor, the instruction of the ignorant, the care of the 
aged, insane, or infirm ; while they continue yearly to be- 
stow ten or an hundred times the amount on such wares of 
their milliners and mantua-makers as they know to be quite 
unnecessary for comfort, convenience, and every thing, ex- 
cept-— fashion. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

The PriTileges of American Citizens in Trial by Jury — ^Battle-ground 
of Saratoga — Former State of Ballston Sprmgs — Leisure Time-^ 
The Beauties of the German Language— A Foreign Spirit in 
America — ^Value of our own Tongue. 

Seeing a court-house, certain old trains of thought 
were Revived by the sight of judges on the bench, law- 
yers, witnesses, &c. There is much that is farcical in 
the details of our democratic system, when we oome to trace 
out its familiar application to the every-day business of life. 
Why should> we not sometimes enjoy the pleasure of laugh- 
ing at them, at least until it can be proved that the risibles 
of man were constructed for no good use ? We must laugh, 
— that is a settled thing ; at any rate most of us : and of 
course the only questions now to be settled must be, when, 
where, and at what shall we and shall we not laugh. Not- 
withstanding the sanctity of a court, I have felt more than 
once that the jury-box was one of the fittest places ; and as 
for the jury-room, that is a place for alternate smiles and 
tears. " All this," as the language of counsel is, " I solemnly 
believe, and pledge myself to prove to the satisfaction of 
this intelligent jury." 

I was once, while a citizen of New- York, called from 
active business to sit on a petit-jury of the Court of Sessions, 
some time in the month of December, and made one of twelve 
men selected alphabetically from the Directory. We were 
of twelve different sizes, dresses, and colours, and in every 
possible particular, except the accidental one of having simi- 
lar initial letters to our surnames, utterly impossible to be 
matched. Hudibras's various couplets of doggrel, relating 
to such scenes, began to course through my head, and over- 
came some of the disgust which would otherwise have over* 
whelmed me at the thoughts of what a day was before me. 
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* Gentlemen of the jury!' The other eleven rose, and I 
for an instant kept my seat If they were gentlemen, I cer- 
tainly was not. An old beagle of an usurer was brought 
up, from one of the dark retreats of misery, to prosecute a 
pale and ragged man for the recovery of a debt. The coun- 
sel for the defence pleaded that the note was tainted with 
usury, and brought up a witness to prove it. He swore that 
the plaintiff's wife received an unlawful interest for the 
money in her husband's presence, and that this was the 
common manner in which they conducted business. We 
were filled with indignation ; and to express our reprobation 
of such an enormity, found a verdict for defendant without 
leaving our seats. We had not learned a lesson which I 
was afterward taught in an inferior tribunal ; but after re- 
ceiving a shilling a man, sighed and prepared to try a long' 
case which had been long in court, and had a long tail to it. 
A question of the genuineness of certain signatures occu- 
pied us a time ; during which I was struck with two kinda 
of sagacity ; that of the bank clerks and others in judging 
of handwriting, and that of counsel in leading them to nul- 
lify their own testimony in the eye of a juryman. Several 
of the most acute of the former had previously examined 
about a dozen specimens, and fixed on a portion of them as 
genuine. Several of these had now been withdrawn, and 
recent imitations put in their place. The witnesses, in- 
cautiously perhaps, by turns, selected what each supposed 
to be genuine, while the counsel kept careful notes of their 
different opinions, distinguishing the specimens by private 
marks. The confused result, when read to us, overthrew 
the whole force of their testimony, and in my mind human 
infallibility received a blow from which it has never recov- 
ered. This part of the trial was serious, and that on several 
accounts ; but when we withdrew to the jury-room, and 
were locked up together to determine on damages, I was. 
compelled to laugh in the midst of my vexation. Among 
twelve men there were immediately proved to be ten of one- 
opinion. Of the rest, one had slept through the whole 
trial, and the other knew no difference between the coun* 
i^el's peroration and the judge's charge* It was even doubt? 
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ful whether he had yet ibimd out that we were on * an iaction 
of trover:' though it had been most solemnly repeated so often 
expressly for our edification. Both of them found a fine fire 
of hard coal burning, and said, in conscience, give a ver* 
diet for plaintiff. A new-light republican, not many years 
since from England, took advantage of the occasion to open 
a debating-club, professing to have just become a little bee- 
headed on the subject ; and in spite of every thing, begim 
with a regular peroration, and proceeded through an ha- 
rangue, which consumed time and patience, as the steam- 
boats consume fiiel. For my part, I made reflections during 
the five hours we spent there, which I hare never since re- 
peated with equal solemnity. After all, thought I, what is 
liberty, if a man is liable to be torn firom business in the 
day-time, and from family and home at night, because a 
stranger in his country, five or six years ago, did commit 
forgery ; because two or three lawyers have chosen to give 
ihe question all possible doubtfulness ; because two out of 
twelve men have no understanding, or no honesty, or no 
warm clothing : for by this time I began to perceive a dis- 
position in the dissentients to yield their point, and observed 
that the fire had sunk, and the snow-storm had begun to 
chill the room. They soon agreed on a verdict. 

I visited the battle-ground on Bemis's Heights in com- 
pany with several friends more familiar than myself with 
the circusmtances of the campaign of seventy-seven, and a 
guide who professed to have been in the action. The ele- 
vation of the ground is much more considerable than I had 
supposed. When we began to ascend from the bank of 
Cummingskill, the road was so narrow and steep, and ofren 
so much overhung by trees, as to be at once laborious and 
gloomy. The impressions were increased by the recollec- 
tion that Burgoyne's army had marched up the same path 
in the anticipation of further success, and a final victory 
over the country. The whole field of battle, then covered 
with forests, except two cleared fields, is now unincumbered 
except by a few fences and scattering trees ; and we were 
shown the line of the British, with the routes by which 
Morgan^ Arnold, and our other ofiEieeia assailed it at different 
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periods of the action, and with varioiis success. I hate the 
details of slaughter, ever since I have overcome the savage 
and heathen impressions I received with my '* liberal educa* 
tion.^ I learnt to admire them from the notes of admiration 
with which the classics abound for diose notorious butcherSy 
who in former times did so much business under different 
firms : — Alexander, Hannibal and Co., Caesar and brothers. 
I therefore did not regret that the battle on this ground 
amounted only to a matter of a thousand or so killed on 
both sides — a mere skirmish, in the opinion of an Europeam 
General Wilkinson tells facts which show, that there was 
excitement enough here to raise in some individuals the 
most barbarous and blood-thirsty spirit. 

Our guide appeared sometimes at fault, but never being 
disposed to acknowledge it, generally found a reply to every 
question. Two of the party differed about the spot on which 
General Frazer fell, and inquired of him — "Where was 
General Frazer wounded T — "Let me see,'* said he, •*! 
believe in the bowels, pretty much." 

I heard the late General Van Cortlandt, a colonel in the 
New-York line, and participator in this battle, say, that he 
was not brought into action until late in the afternoon of the 
29th of September, when he was ordered by Arnold to take 
post beyond the left of our line, and engage in action or not, 
as he might judge proper. He engaged a regiment of Hes* 
sians, of whose short guns our soldiers did not think much, 
and drove them back. One of his officers was wounded by 
his side, and he placed him upon his horse. While pur- 
suing, he met a regiment of British light infantry on his 
flank, and partly in his rear, advancing and firing, but with- 
out seeing them in the darkness. He halted in a foot-path 
nearly parallel to them, about a foot lower than the surface 
of the ground, ordering his men not to fire till they should 
see the enemy's flash, and then aim a little below it. Di- 
rectly the flash was seen all along their line, the fire was ioh 
mediately returned, and this checked them. He then went 
round to his oflicers, and ordered them to withdraw quietly, 
and returned to camp. After an engagement of an hour and 
a half^ he had lost cme man to every five and a half in hia 
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regiment. Oolonel Cilley lost but one out of seven in five 
or six hours. 

While in the vicinity of Bemis's Heights, I was reminded 
of several anecdotes I had heard at different periods, and 
from different persons, relating to the battles here and at the 
Wallomsac, the last of which is usually called the battle of 
Bennington. What must have been the state of the country, 
when the panic caused by the desertion of Fort Ticonderoga 
was such, that although a long delay took place before 
Gtoeral Burgoyne began to march from Whitehall, he met 
no (^position until he reached this spot. Exertions were 
made by the patriotic who were yet undiscouraged, to rabe 
the people in arms ; but how was it to be expected that the 
militia could stop the course of an army, before which regu- 
lar troops had fled out of the principal fortress of the coun- 
try! The history of the time has been written several 
times, and narrated a thousand. I will therefore leave my 
readers to books, and only repeat two or three tales I have 
heard from private sources. Word of mouth has often a 
charm, because it conveys feeling, and that everybody can 
nnderstand. 

^ My father," said a gentleman I once conversed with, 
** lived in Berkshire County, Massachusetts, when the news 
came that the Hessians were going to seize the stores on 
the Wallamsac Creek, and all the fierce of the country was 
wanted. He was a hardy farmer, and well-known there- 
abouts, so diat he had been chosen captain of a company of 
old men, exempt from service by age, which had been raised 
for any case of extremity. This company, which was called 
the ' Silver Grays,' in allusion to their hoary hair, set off for 
the scene of action immediately, and was on the ground on 
the morning of the battle, in time to have a part assigned 
in the attack made upon the intrenched line of the enemy. 
On account of the respectability of the company, they were 
left to choose their place ; and agreed to attack the tory 
fort, as a redoubt on an eminence was called, which had 
been entrusted to the Americans accompanying the Hessian 
troops. The captain informed his men that it was his in- 
tention to approach their object through a ravine which he 
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observed led in that direction, to enjoy all the shelter it 
might afford. * Captam,' said a large and powerful man, in 
the prime of life, stepping forward, pale and trembling, * I 
am not going to fight : I came to lead back the horses* ^ €ro, 
then,' said the captain, with indignation ; * we shall do better 
without a coward in our number.' — ' Deacon ,' said 

he to a little old man, shrivelled with age, ' you are too fee- 
ble to bear the fatigues of the day. It is my pleasure that 
you stand sentry over the baggage.' 

'''With your leave, captain,' said the old man, stepping 
forward, and making the soldier's sign of respect to a so- 
perior, with as much the air of a youth as he could,F— - 
• With your leave I will have a pull at 'em first.' 

" The company expressed their admiration at his spirit ; 
and under the feelings it produced, succeeding as it did the 
display of arrant cowardice in a younger man, they marched 
on at quick step towards the enemy. When they reached 
the end of the ravine, the captain intended to form and at* 
tack, supposing they must yet be at some distance from the 
redoubt. Instead of this, on looking up he found himself 
almost at the base of it, and the tories taking aim at him 
from above. In an instant he lay upon the ground, a bullet 
having passed through his foot ; and a firiend near him ran 
to raise him, supposing him killed. He sprang upon his 
feet, however, and just then seeing a red-coat hurrying 
across a field at a distance, a thought came into his head to 
encourage his men, and he cried out — ' Gome on, they run, 
Uiey run.' The old men climbed up, jumped into the fort, 
and in a moment the Silver Grays had complete possession 
of it, without the loss of one of their number." 

About five years ago I obtained a few facts from the late 
Colonel Ball, of Ballston, relating to the early history of the 
Springs and the neighbouring watering-place. The village 
of Ballston Spa lies within the limits of the township of 
Milton, adjoining that of Ballston. This region was 
named after the father of my informant, who removed hither 
firom Westchester County, in 1769, and built the 6rst house 
on the banks of Kayderos, or Kayderoseras Brook, the 
frame of which was standing near the academy. 
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At tfati time^ the low grounds near the Springe of Ballston 
w«re eovered with a forest, and the old spring (the only one 
then known) was orerflown 1^ the hrook when it was mock 
swollen by the rain. The dc^r used to come to lick at the 
spring ; and he has been there in his youth to ambush and 
ihoot them. It was not uncommon then to meet deer in 
kxiking for stray cattle ; and the Indians often came from 
Oneida to hunt^ in bodies of two or three hundred. No 
Indians, however, had their residence in this vicinity. His 
father, at an interview with Sir William Johnson, once heard 
from him Uie particulars of the wound which he received in 
the battle of Lake George, in 1755, which was in the front 
part of his thigh, and remained open till he died. Two 
ph3rsician8 afterward recommended to Sir William to visit 
the Spring, the water being celebrated at Albany and Sche- 
nectady as good in some diseases. Sir William, therefore, 
sent about ten men to clear a road for his carriage, or litter, 
from Schenectady to the Spring, under the direction of Mr. 
Ball ; and my informant dined with him in a large marquee, 
pitched' on the level border of Ballston Lake. Near the 
same place were the log-houses of two men named 
McDonald, who had settled there about seven years be- 
fore his father's arrival. The company afterward pro* 
ceeded to the Spring, where Sir William used the water, 
but without any material benefit. 

While speaking of old times, I may mention, that a few 
years ago, a small image of a man, made, I think, of bone, 
with garnets for eyes, was found near that little lake, bear* 
ing a strong resemblance in form and appearance to such as 
have been taken from some of the western mounds, accord- 
uig to Mr. Atwater, and tending to confuse us still more in 
our conjectures about the origin of the former inhabitants of 
this part of the country. 

Leisure time — here is a portion of existence which is to 
be carefully regarded and watched over, whether it belongs 
to individuals or to communities. What progress in know- 
ledge might the most humble, even the most busy person 
make in the course of his life, if he were to pursue some 
judicious plan for the occupation of his leisure moments ! 

19 
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What miftery and ignoraaoe, what nifferiilga and erimea 
might be prevented if provision were made in every village 
or town for the useful occupation of the unemployed time 
of those who most need some arrangements for the pur- 
pose! 

We have often evidence presented of the great amount of 
leisure time at the command of different individuals. Look 
at the libraries of monkish manuscripts in Europe, and those 
innumerable collections of paintings, as well as the millicHMi 
of pictures scattered through the old world, from the pencils 
of artists who laboured for the mere gratification of taste* or 
by a desperate hope borne up against every discouragement. 
Ijsten to, or rather think of the thousands of tales which 
are told over and over again by the populace of every oonn- 
tvy in their intervals of labour ; and think of the wear and 
tear of tongues, and ears, and feelings required to carry ;on 
the tittle tattle of four or five continents. And* why the 
Hbusy member" is not worn out, or at least tired, is a gieat 
wonder. It is like the ocean, firetting rocks into pebbles, 
and grinding them to sand, with an exertion of force which 
might be employed to construct temples or pyramids. Lei- 
sure time should be first guarded against injurious employ- 
ments, and then, if possible, against those which are mecely 
harmless. Let the parent and the teacher act on this simple 
principle, and he will lay a basis which must bear a mMe 
structure. Even in a single day, a single individual 
may thus accomplish much ; how much more a parent with 
a company of children, or the benevolent man who can give 
a direction to society! 

At these watering-places we meet a great variety of com- 
pany. 

It sometimes seems to me as if we begin to stray into 
some folly as soon as we begin to leave home. I have been 
listening to the remarks of a gentleman on the beauties and 
perfections of the German language ; and all I find in my 
own honest mind, as the result of his conversation, is such 
an impression as would have been left if he had openly be- 
lied our country, and concluded by preferring Iceland or 
Gulliver's Brobdignag. This b not because I am dis- 
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posed' to underrate German or any other language ; bfut hm 
cause I have a just esteem for English. I dare say that m 
my heart my regard fpr German is equal to his, nay, that I 
(^ould value it, on the whole, more than he. I do not love 
Ossar less, but I love Rome more. There is a propensity 
in us, under the influence of the schools we have passed 
through, to know little of ourselves and of what belongs to 
us ; and to seek every pretext for admiring what is foreign; 
I take a part of the same condemnation to myself — ^I found 
it first, and have observed it most frequently, in myself. I 
am only anxious to see it cared, and do not wish to fix dis^ 
credit anywhere, except so far as is necessary, when I 
would show the source of the evil. 

We begin with being required to admire beauties in Greek 
and Latin, which are of three classes : 1. Real, substantial 
ones, not found in our own language : 2. Such as exist in 
our own, and which we might far more perfectly, as well as 
easily, have comprehended in English, if they had been 
pointed out to us : 3. Defects and deformities, or false beau^ 
ties ; as for instance, the frequent use of the third person 
singular for the third person plural in Greek verbs, in viola* 
tion of grammatical decency. This is peculiar to Greeks 
we are told, and there- is a rule for it. There is an *' ex* 
ception'' for it, but ^o possible apology. But, whether good, 
bad, or indifferent^ this is the way ih which many of us have 
been educated with a contempt lor the beauties of English ^ 
and if we ever obtain a relish for them, it is only by the in* 
dependent use of our own minds breaking the halter of 
education. 

I was. speaking of German. Like every language, it has 
its peculiarities when compared with another; but it ii 
not necessarily superior in every particular, because it may 
be in some. It. is unjust and injurious to admire its excel<* 
lences and overlook those of English ; but it is ridiculous 
to overpraise in it exactly the qualities which we fiamiliarly 
resort to in our own tongue, for use or embellishment iA 
our discourse. But examples are most to ' our purposes 
The German is susoepiible of endless combinsitions^ so uk 
(b« English. Tbesr^ mwy take a verb,llkfnf«A0%to-^I 
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was toldy and by prefixiof their higMy-ezpMSsive pf»» 
positioiiB, vary its meaning to a great degree. And •• 
refined, delicate, and cultivated is this tongue, that ^ shades 
of meaning" may be conveyed from mind to mind, as it were, 
^ which no one can conceive who is unacquainted with this 
most perfect vehicle of thought !" N<yw, the very ezpres- 
sion of such a preposterous sentiment (so insulting, if it were 
not too ridiculous to foe so), called to my mind good £ng« 
lish verbs and epithets, simple, compound, and mixed, enough 
to break its back and sink it. Indeed, the language seemed 
to be aroused to repel such a Gothic invasion; and many 
files of our good old Saxon words mustered out, as the 
farmers did at Bennington, to fight the Hessians. There 
was especially Colonel Go and his family regiment, and I 
tecognised Undergo, Overgo, Forego, with all the files of 
the Bygones, the Ingoings, and the Outgoings, and I know 
not how many more. '^ Ah, Captain Invade !-' said I, '* you 
are a good man, I may want you by-and-by to go into the 
enemy's country; but you are out of place, you do not be* 
long here.'' ^* Pardon, sir,'* said he; ^^but I belong to the 
faniily. Didn't one of my grandfathers come to England 

from Rome, and marry her that was ." " True," said 

I, *' you are right — Captain, or Centurion Yaclo ; and when 
I said go tnio, I but translated your name» sin" ^^ Just so,'* 
said, he ; '* and here is my regiment-*let me introduce you 
to Major Evade, and Lieutenant-colonel Pervade. I have 
not an officer or a rank and file man who is not of the 
family." '* Let me see," said I, '* did not your Roman an* 
cestor sometimes spell his name with a W?" ^vThat," 
said he, ** I have never been told, hut I have suspected it. 
I have never heard much said about him, and have feh 
almost ashanied of him : for though he and many of his 
family had served under the Caesars, he emigrated to a bai^ 
barous country. So far as I have found, one of his sons 
married an Ouiy and I believe this is the only one who ever 
kept both the mother's name and the W. The others, who 
spelled with a Y, married into Roman families. However, 
I must look at the books of heraldry: Johnson's, and 
Walker's, and Wehster'a. Sergeaot Wade will be gooidl^ 
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if we have shoal water to eross ; and Corporal Outwade is 
better than he.** 

Bat the G^erman language is said to admit of other combi- 
nations, with pecnliar ease and force, (for I cannot give a 
longer report of this grand review of our numerous and 
effective troops— our great army of Vernaculars). And 
cannot we do so too ? ' Indeed, can we get along without 
the use of the same grammatical join-hand ? — Ecce signum ! 
How is this word join-hand made t Why, just as the re* 
fined and elegant German makes its own word for glove — 
hand-schuh (hand-shoe !) O, the inimitable splendours of 
the sublimated foreign tongues. Hand-schuh ! It is true 
we cannot say that in English for glove, but we may use 
hand-saw, hand-putnp, hand-blow, hand-cloth, and many 
other combinations we find convenient, beside making it a 
verb, and changing it into handle (as a noun, an' active and 
passive verb), into right and left-hand, each of which also 
may become an active or passive verb, if we please, or may 
be used afler a preposition, or as an adjective : as on the 
right-hand — near the left-hand corner, &c. &c. 

I have, perhaps, said too much on this subject ; but I 
have undergone so much in hearing our language ill-treated^ 
that I could not forego this opportunity to repel, resist, and 
throw back a little upon the aggressots. And who can utter 
a sentence in English without admiring the rich compound 
structure of the language, or, perhaps, not less extensive 
and various dian any other civilized tongue in this sort of 
combinations, when we include the Latin branches ? How 
wonderful is the range afibrded us in conversation and 
writing; and how adapted to every purpose the familiar,^ 
brief, forcible, and honest Saxon words, ever giving readiest 
passage to a gush of feeling, whether raised by a witty con- 
ceit, swelled by joy, or melted by sorrow. This is a laiu 
guage by itself, and yet but half what we possess. There is 
the Latin, more smooth and soft, with words 6f greater 
length and sweeter harinony, possessing also a plan of com« 
binations in some respects different, and affording opportunv- 
ties for clear, though distant allusions, and deiivatiomi 
whieh point back to a refined source in a classic and pol« 
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ithed age. Then tunung to GrediL: hew maay usefid aad 
elegant words do we count, which stand forward in the pano- 
ply of Homer's heroes^ and with Toices that remind as by 
turns of the winged and the honeyed accents of ancient tiiaesv 
as well as of the hrazen-throated tnunpeta which sounded 
before ninnk How do these noble languages, like two feiw 
tilizing streams from the same pore and lofty fountainy 
enrich our native tongue! Think of the ^v^e, sonoFons 
terminations which Bx their golden and diamond tips on th# 
noblest stanzas of our great heroic poets, and engrare them 
deeply on our hearts. Remember the abundant supply of 
prefixes with which we can grasp erery verb in the lan^ 
guage ; and, as if with the hand on the plough, or a gentla 
touch of the courser's rein, or the richer than silken tie 
which draws the carrier pigeon home, we cai^ guide then^ 
where we will :— 

<* Q^ e^vth, ia alr,^ and under groojad*.'^ 



CHAPTER XXVHI* 

Thoughts on Foreign Travel — Br. Sweet, the natural Bone-settei^-« 

Retiring Tiavelleri* 

How rapid is the mind, and haw rapi^ indeed isth^ 
tongue, although it has passed into a common remark, that 
the latter can never pretend to race with the former. Part 
of a pleasant morning spent in conversation with a iiiend 
who has just landed from an European tour, has taken mo 
in fancy over so much ground, revived the memory of sa 
n^any past scenes, and enriched me with so many new ideas» 
that it seems as if time had been quadrupled in duration* 
Surely travel is an enriching, an ennobling, an exalting, aa 
wdt as a delightful employment, when properly used ; and 
viy firiendt I am convinced^ has been successful above mtmk^ 
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Others in makinf the best use of his opportvnities. I saw 
him before he saHed, nay, I knew him. He had long made 
up his mind that this world is a place of passage, a thorough- 
hxe to a better, abounding with enjoyments which may be* 
come sources of acute and lasting pain, and with trials 
which may be (a)nverted into joys of the most exquisite and 
lasting nature. He was a Christian, and I had seen the fact 
established by severe afflictions. Having viewed and re- 
"viewed with him, in anticipation, the temptations of Europe, 
and indulged, at parting, in reliance on him who can aid and 
jureserve, it was not strange that I should feel deeply inter- 
ested in every thing he saw and felt during his absence, ob 
ground which I had passed over. 

Christianity has a thousand charming smiles, tones, atti« 
tudes, and actions at home : but how it strikes us to see it 
developed abroad and among foreign scenes ! Her spirit^ 
fit for every climate and society, blesses all which she 
^visits. It is particularly delightful to trace her course 
through a region of the earth like Italy, which has so lon^ 
been regarded by us as devoted to the enjoyments of taste. 
Taste there appears ranged side by side with her, in scenes 
peculiarly appropriate to display her nature and to exhibit 
her superiority with advantage. What a pity it is that reli- 
gion, in her unostentatious but not unfrequent visits to that 
attractive land, should not have become more an object of 
attention to our countrymen ! If we could be furnished with 
her views and reflections among the monuments of antiquity, 
we should find that mere antiquarian knowledge has not 
equal power to render interesting the dust of past genera- 
tions, or to enlighten the gloom of decay. 

Among the numerous visiters to Italy who speak our 
language, there are annually to be found some of a most de- 
iH>ted religious character. Some are driven by shortened 
incomes to consult economy abroad ; others go under the 
advice of physicians ; some travel to improve their minds, 
that they may become more useful to the world ; and some 
are borne in the trains of more gay or ostentatious friends, 
on whom they are dependant. But amid so many memoriali 
of the past leading to contemplation, and such a flood of 



ignorant and trifling minds devoted to the present, how ia^ 
teresting do each indiTidaais appear. Whaterer their age»> 
their costumes, or the motives of their journey, they are 
alike in most important respects. They regard Uiing» 
around them as they really are, not as they pretend to be ;? 
they discriminate between the right and the wrong use of 
the enjoyments which are offered to them, and derive real* 
happiness from things neglected by the crowd, while they 
are not disappointed by unreasonable expectations founded 
on an erroneous estimate of others. They do not of course 
underrate the importance of times that are past, because 
they regard the present as of most consequence to them- 
selves, but draw lessons from former generations to exah 
or to purify their own thoughts and actions to-day. A youngs 
Christian in Italy, who thus pursues the great objects of hii' 
life, has to encounter obstacles and discouragements, and ta 
overcome difficulties which require great decision, resolu^ 
tion, and perseverance, and rapidly ripen his heart and hie 
mind. Indeed, the older and more experienced, while sm** 
veying the scenes which Italy presents, feel that there 
they need peculiar watchfulness and care over their feelings^ 
because external attractions are greatly increased; while 
the external aids of Christian society are at the same time 
removed. Whatever alarms the Christian's fear, or awakens 
his self-suspicion, tends to exhibit more clearly his Christian 
character; and whatever removes the tarnish from such 
metal as that of which it is formed, polishes pure gold. 
Superior worth and solidity therefore begin to display Uiem- 
selves by a surface of superior brightness, and under such 
circumstances real religion assumes a peculiar noblenese 
both in aspect, language, and demeanour. 

*' I found, in a small circle of religious travellers at Na-» 
pies,*' said my friend, ** a new tone of manners and oonyer- 
sation. I was received among persons accustomed to eti* 
quette with the greatest frankness and fismiiliarity; and had 
never realized so strongly the force of a favourite expree*^ 
sion of the New Testament : * Where the spirit of God is* 
there is liberty.' I found access not merdy to their lodgw 
logs and their acquaintance, but to their hMrta. And the- 
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fonnalHiefl of fashionable interoourse, with all the iakehood 
of selfishneflSy being discarded, it was deHghtiiil to observe 
how the mind made progress in knowledge, while the heart 
found full ezereise for its affections. Less swayed than 
other travellers in matters of taste, by current ideas, thehr 
opinions of scenes and objects in nature and art were gen* 
erally more just, because more independent; while their 
impressions were more distinct, and their descriptions more 
yirid. In relation to men, also, they had generally some- 
thing new and valuable to communicate : for having their 
attention directed after what has merit, or to discover per« 
sons on whom they might confer benefits, they were often 
found to have observed characters which others pass by 
without heeding. False opinions are abundant all around 
them, and are so much in vogue, that some will receive and 
pass them off as sound, for mere fashion's sake ; but they 
feel like Bunyan's pilgrims in Vanity Fair; and when. such 
wares are offered them, are ready to reject them and to ex« 
claim, — ^ We buy the truth.' " 

Wha^ a contrast, what a delightful contrast it seems, afier 
witnessing the gaudy and pompous, but unmeaning cere- 
monies of a Neapolitan carnival, or having the hermit of the 
grotto of Posilipo shake his box of coppers at you, to close 
the day with a circle of Christian friends, where the fire of 
the purest love consumes all memory of difference in sect 
and country, among those who possess one faith and one 
hope. 

The different ways in which persons of exalted character 
are affected by foreign travel are often various, but almost 
always important. One receives an impression, from the 
majesty of some ruin, of the transitory nature of life ; while 
his companion is reproved by it for the little he has accom- 
plished. Some have made the people, whom they have seen 
degraded to the dust, the subjects of their daily prayers ; 
while others have been filled with the idea that America 
poasessea incalculable advantages for estaUishing a name 
and a praise in the earth* One wUl ever after regard in a 
more important light all the means by which intelligence is 
diffuse^ and fix much of bis attention for the remainder oC 
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ihe examples, and schools by which they are to be edu* 
cated; while to another will afterward seem erer present 
those powerful motives to action, which are excited by the 
contemplation of heathen magnificence among the nnmean* 
ing splendour with which a degenerate taste endeafotirs to 
eclipse it. 

Nothing is pleasanter than to meet with a person of tnie 
piety, who has returned from a foreign tour, with such im- 
pressions as W0 must expect them to bring home, when their 
circumstances have been favourable for receiving them. Ig^ 
norance of foreign languages and habits, too rapid trave- 
ling, or infirm health, may prevent them ; but if circumstances 
have been favourable, you may see a gratifying change in 
them, and every thing they can control around. One such 
person will spice the conversation of a whole neighbour- 
hood, and sometimes turn the minds of hundreds into better 
channels. His library is placed on a new footing, he re- 
views and improves some of his old opinions, he looks upon 
things about him with new eyes, for even trivial affairs re- 
mind him of great duties heretofore- underrated. The trav* 
eller, perhaps, who passes the residence of such a man* 
even years after his death, admires some institution for 
public benefit which owes its origin to his piety and his 
foreign tour. 

Many persons have probably seen in the newspapers ad- 
vertisements of " Dr. Sweet, — Natural Bone-setter." It is 
not everybody who has met him, or any of his remarkable 
family. How many there are of the name, or how many 
there have been famed for peculiar skill in anatomy, I have 
not been able to ascertain, because there is uncertainty and 
some discrepancy among the family traditions. One account 
I have heard, says, that the ancestor of the American Sweets 
was a celebrated surgeon to the king, regularly bred to the 
profession in England, but disaffected on some account, and 
a voluntary exile to the colonies, who chose one of the islands 
in Providence River, in Rhode-Island, for his abode. Therey 
devoting himself to the education of his children, he taught 
tbem the principles of his own sciencei which thqr after* 
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wards made a study by means of his library. From this 
begimiiiigff the family are said to hare had a strong propen-' 
sity to anatomy; and for several generations, if we might 
credit report, indiiridaals of both sexes have often amused 
themselves in childhood with dislocating the joints of kittens 
and chickens, and setting them again ; and more humanely, 
in mature life, while engaged in the labours of the field or 
woricshop, by reducing displaced bohes to their sockets for 
miles around, and for prices so low that the mere mention 
of thenuhas often excited the patient's laughter. The pro- 
duction of this latter s3anptom is perhaps the most extra- 
ordinary iisust relating to their practice, and gives them a 
double claim to their surname. 

The individual of this family whom I met with this sea- 
son, was of a different branch, and had only the following 
account to give of his history. ^ The Sweets, I believe, have 
always been bone-setters from before the memory of man. 
It's a natural gift, for wise purposes bestowed, and should 
be employed with a proper sense of dependance. My father 
was a physician, and the first surgical operation I ever at- 
tempted was at fourteen years of age, when I reduced a 
dislocated thumb for a. patient who applied for aid during 
the absence of my father. After this I felt somewhat bold, 
and made a number of successful experiments, studying 
such scientific books as I could obtain. I believe the skill 
I have is in a great measure a natural gift, and that I am 
accountable for tlie use of it. I have set a good many poor 
people's bones for nothing ; but I calculate to make the rich 
pay for it, though not very exorbitantly." 

^ Well, doctor," said a man who recognised him, " how 
do you find them at the South t You've been to the South 
lately, haven't you t" 

" Why, yes, I was down into the State of New-Jersey, 
and in Pennsylvania some : — why, a good many lame hips, 
and so on." 

** Well, did you go among the broken bones in New- 
York?" 

** Yes, I find, wherever I go the second time, that they get 
new bones out about as fast as I put 'em in, so as to keep 
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me to fPOik. But I like it well enough as long as the floom 
dobH break down. When I was at Danhury^ in Conneett* 
eaty theyM got wind of my coming, and collected all the 
snfferers they could find in the neighbourhood into ono 
room. It was up stairs, over a hatter's shop; about Biky 
men were assembled there together, full half of them, as 
was said, being patients, and the rest spectators. The 
doctors had come to see me work ; for they didn't belioTe I 
could do any thing or knew any thing. Well, as there was 
a good deal of work to be done, and no time to spare, I ad^ 
vanced to a man in the comer that had his shoulder out, 
and had been pronounced incurable. I took hold on it and 
set it, and told him to put on his hat, which he did ; and this 
elated him so much that he began to whirl his arm round 
for joy, and to show how well he felt, right before the doctors 
and all, when I began to feel the floor sway away under 
me, and down we all went into a heap, maimed ones and 
all. I slid and fell, as we reckoned afterward, about twenty* 
seven foot, and got up among the rest in the hatter's shop* 
What was wonderful about it was, tliat though the floor set* 
tied down principally at one comer, while the opposite one 
didn't give way, it held together, and so kept us out of the 
hatter's kettles, which were full of hot water ; and though a 
large square cast-iron stove fell down among us, it didn't 
hurt anybody. There were only three or four bones put 
out by Uie accident ; and when I had set these and the old 
ones, hips, shoulders, elbows, and all, I had to set oflf for 
another town, where I had an engagement to do more work 
of the like nature. They had a proper laugh at the doctors 
at Danbnry, telling them they had set the trap to kill me ; 
but I told them that if they had known the danger, they 
would not have put iheir own heads into it." 

There is a class of single gentlemen found among the 
great swarms of travellers which every year pass over our 
country, who seem to be ever in search of solitude and 
tranquillity, as much as others are for crowds and tumults ; 
and who, although they are often borne along by the cur- 
rent, actually enjoy many hours of loneliness. They are 
generally individuals who have had more than common ex* 
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{>eriettce in the world, and yet through the infiumica of good 
education or jgood ewAy examptes^ have a taste that seelu 
Bomething superior to its follies. Their previous life has ren^ 
dered them thoughtful without souring their tempers, and dm- 
posed them to shun rather than condemn the society they 
cannot approve. I speak not here of the solitude which ^e^* 
tires to its chamber, and when it has shut the door, re^ 
proaches Providence for embittering what discontent re^- 
iuses to enjoy. Those of whom I speak are found on the 
hill-tOps at sunrise, in a sultry hour unong the shady rocks 
and wilds, or meditating in the fields at eventide. 

Isaac Walton describes your true angler as very humane 
and friendly. He and his anglers were drawn from persons 
of this class. It is not angling they seek, — it is the enjoyf 
jBtkeni of solitude^ or rather the society of nature ; and the 
^shing-Tod is only an apology for staying from home by the 
day or the week. We are to blame for rendering field- 
sports in some measure necessary to many persons of in- 
telligence, taste, and leisure. We ought not to reproach 
them for being found in solitary scenes, even though they 
are unarmed with guns or fishing-tackle. As it is not law- 
ful to kill the inferior animals for sport, but as it is perfectly 
proper and indeed useful to frequent our wild scenes, and 
to enjoy the beauties of nature, we ought to furnish the 
fairest and finest with things necessary to comfort and con- 
venience, and rather approve than despise those who select 
them for reading or meditation. To no unknown individual 
in Italy do I feel more obliged^ than to him who constructed 
a rustic seat on the tall rocks opposite the falls of Terni, 
thatched it with boughs and cushioned it with leaves ; and 
no example should I sooner recommend to the friend of that 
class of travellers of which I am speaking. Their choice 
of the retreats of the forest and shore, as I remarked, is 
owing to then: love for the spots where the fish and the 
birds resort, and not to the love of slaughter, although there 
are persons of a difierent character who delight only in the 
shedding of blood. 

These tasteful travellers may be distinguished from the 
common herd by an experienced eye. They keep, as it 
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were, along the green margin of the road, while they pim 
sue its general course ; they wander a little up the cool 
▼alleys and streams that open to the right and lefl, and the 
shade of the trees and the dashing of water are for them* 
While others, perhaps, of their own party, are complaining 
of coarse food and hard couches, their appetites are sharp- 
ened by exercise, or they are enjoying refreshing slumbcn 
in a green shade. 

I was a visiter in a house when the family returned from 
their annual tour ; and from their conversation found, that 
while some of the individuals brought back only records of 
wasted time, and the observations of the most common 
minds, as barren as the beaten roads they had passed over, 
others had come home with a store of recollections, which 
might serve, like a hortus siccus, or a well-filled sketch- 
book, for the gratification of themselves and their friends 
for a year to come, and the value of which might last for a 
much longer period. 

So many of us are brought up unfit for the world we live 
m, that a great part of society, in their pursuit of happinesSf 
seem to spend life either in seeking for the knowledge they 
ought to have imbibed in youtli, or amid the frivolities or 
the vices which are its only substitutes. This appears to 
be a general picture of society among us. We do not 
strongly realize the fact unless we travel ; and then we find 
our own minds and those of our companions betraying at every 
step some strong evidence of deficiency. I sat in an elegant 
railroad-car, with a large company of travellers, several of 
whom were unknown to me. Why were we silent after a 
few remarks on indifferent topics t Because we were igno- 
rant. When we had seated ourselves at the dinner-table, 
however, there was no lack of conversation or of cheerful- 
ness ; and I presume the chief part of the pleasure enjoyed 
by the party that day was during the time devoted to eating. 
There we were at home. Ah ! how much of the enjoyment 
of home then, with the mass of people, are we to fear, is 
connected with a source not more exalted ? Some of us 
had been curious to know some simple facts concerning dif- 
ferent objects around, but either presumed on the ignorance 
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9[ bur companions, or feared to expose our own by making 
them subjects of conversation ; and so we jogged on in silence» 
as truly travellers as the horses which drew us along, and 
doing what only fashion saves from ridicule: that iSf 
eourstng over the country without definite object, and with* 
out the least chance of intellectual improvement. On reach* 
ing the place where we were to separate, I felt so much 
ashamed of my companions, that I was determined to avoid 
bidding any of them farewell : but I found they had appa» 
rently formed the same resolution about me, and tboughl 
me, as I appeared, and as I greatly fear I am, as great a 
dunce at travelling as any of them. 

Oh, had I been taught, in my childhood, what I so much 
desired to know, the names, nature, and uses of the tree* 
and plants by which we passed that day, or the compositioq 
of the soils which produced them, or a little of the princi- 
ples of engineering to understand the constructions and exca« 
vations of the railroad, or been informed of the history, pro« 
ducts, or inhabitants of that part of the country in such a 
manner as to feel an interest in them ; or had any of my 
companions come so furnished with materials for conversa- 
tion, that day had not been the source of pain rather than 
of pleasure, nor have become the cause of so much self* 
condemnation. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Evil effects of Pagan Education in a Christian Land-^ImproveflMiitft 
in Temperanoe--Souroes of intemperate Habits in our Country—- 
Proper Estimation of Foreign Travel — Our own Moral and Physi- 
cal Resources-^Negligence of good Men in malung Travels at 
home Pleasing and Useful—A Card-party in a Steamboat. 

I CAN hardly read a prospectus of a new academy, or see 
the advertisement of a college, without being reminded in a 
jiainlM maimer of the penrersiqQs practised in my own edsK 
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<»ition. Truly I was led by a thorny, a crookecl, and a dan^ 
ferous way f Why I did not turn back, and run out of that 
mud road, I ean hardly tell. I remember I was strongly 
tempted, when I Ibund some of my ^yourite companions de-> 
serting it one after another, and saw the grassy walks 
of agriculture, and the sparkling paths of business some* 
times offering strong attractions. It is high time that we 
should realize that certain sorts of knowledge may pervert 
the heart while they fill the head. Look at hbtory, for ex-« 
^mple, and remember, that not we, but some of the worst 
men of heathen times are in fact, at this moment, teaching 
our children their own views of past events, in our own 
schools and under our own eyes. Do we not put the classi- 
cal writers in the place of schoolmasters and parents^ and 
make the young admire what they commend? And whose 
views do the anoient writers maintain? All of them the 
views of heathenism ; and not a few of them are mere 
echoes of the selfish or profligate rulers who patronised 
them to secure their praise, and dictated what they should 
withhold, what record, and what pervert. Ought not such 
pernicious influences at least to be counteracted? Ought 
not the teacher who enlarges on the beauties o£ VnTgil and 
Csesar, Ovid and Horace, to condemn the principles and 
motives they so often applaud, and correct Ibe enwneous 
ideas which the pupil must otherwise imbibe ? Some view 
or other is to be taken of history by every one who reads. 
There is a right and there is a wrong view, and they are 
totally inconsistent with each other. The splendours of 
Greek and Roman heroes long absorbed my mind ; and for 
years I had no taste for the view of history given by the 
Scriptures. The superintending power of the Creator was 
Qot present to my mind whqn I read of Juno and Jupiter, 
the Fates and Fortune, h has cost me long and viol^it 
Struggles to divest myself of the taste, as well as of some 
of the views, which I ipijbibed from my education at a gran* 
mar-school and college. 

But now, how sublimit as well as how lovely is the aspect 
which history presents ! Misei;aUe» undefined Fortune hae 
b^en baiii/sl^ediand p^a my hea^ no longer witl).t)if» gfoQmj 
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reflection that the disposer of my lot is blindfolded ; while 
the God of Abraham presides over the destinies of mao^ 
whose interests are as important as they were in past ages,.' 
and none more so than my own. I am now able to enjoy 
greater pleasure in contemplating nations at peace, and olv 
serving the progress of refinement,, than I ever derived from 
the confused noise of the warrior and garments rolled in 
blood. Just and delightful pictures of peace and its bless-^ 
ings we find in the Scriptures, and war we see in its own 
deformity. Then let us not present scenes of carnage and 
barbarity, of pollution and crime, to our children, at least 
without removing a pari of that false veil which heathen 
poets and historians have spread over them. If our parents 
and teachers had taught us less of strife and the delights of 
victory, certain it is they would have had less diffictilty in: 
governing us, and we less in controlling ourselves. 

There is one continual source of pleasure to the traveller 
in our country^ let his course be tucned in almost any direc* 
tion : that is, the evident decline of intemperance. Even 
when I have^ been passing through places with which I was- 
least acquainted, the evidences i have found of the diminu-^ 
tion of this evil have seemed like springs in the wilderness;, 
but in regions which I had known in less favourable times^ 
the changes ai« so evident and so numerous as to excite 
great pleasure^. I hope not unmingled with gratitude to Him 
who has said to the flood of devastation^ " Here shall thy 
proud waves^ be- stayed." How many a pang of keen sym^ 
pathetic misery have I been spared on my tour, by the par-^ 
tial scotching ef that serpent, that infernal demon, whichs 
was so lately ranging^ unchecked through our cotmtryf 
How blessed is the deliverance from such a monster ! It 
is with anguish now that I reeall the day& when I so often 
dreaded to inquire^ in a fomily circle^ or in a public festival^ 
for some one I missed from hie place^ lest the mention olT 
his name should wrest from tortured lips a confession thai 
would scorch the cheeks and.scarify the heart. 

The late prevalence of intemperance 1 trace in part to the 
broad foundations laid in the times preceding our own*. 
The closo o£ the was lefl the country in an immoral eon* 
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dition. The disbanding of the array converted our villagesi 
almost into camps, so far as the habits of men were coar 
earned ; and the vicious practices of soldiers co-operating 
with the desultory employment of leisure time, which is natu- 
rally produced by a long period of war and public calamities, 
stamped a low character upon society through a great part 
of the country. Public calamities had proved fatal, in a thou- 
sand instances, to private fortunes ; and many of those per- 
sons, who might otherwise have possessed the means of ob- 
taining an education, were cut off from it by poverty, or by the 
prolonged depreciation of learning in the public estimation*. 
Gunpowder, bayonets, soldiers, and military skill were ob- 
jects of praise and admiration ; and as taste and literature- 
could not purchase these,, they were but lightly esteemed. 
Of course, peace found the country abounding in many young 
and empty heads, and, what was. worse, witli morals corrupt 
l)eyond their years. It was the tendency of such a state of 
things to honour the tavern and to, break up the family cir- 
qle ; and in many a town and village the former was the* 
great resort of faUiers and sons, while the mothers were toa 
often lefl to solitary regret and tears among the broken, 
fragments of tlie latter. Who does not remember some- 
thing of such a state of society? Who, at Least,, has not 
perceived traces of it in the Bacchanalian stories, and. 
ijbie tales of village wit, whose narration taa later generatioa 
ha^ often served to. depict the tavern in, colours, and asso^ 
ciations too attractive to the children of a reformed or so-^ 
bered father ?. To the discredit of a state of society now 
fast wearing out of fashion, a laigie part of our traditionary 
narratives and humour, and. skjBtches of local biography, are- 
mingled with the oaths and intoxication of the inn, or the 
more dangerous language and example^ of fashionable 
dinner-parties and drinking bouts, in^ city life. 

I know a large town, npw distingnished for its orderly as. 
well as intelligent and refined society, in which, forty yeax& 
ago, or even less, social, evening parties among parents of 
both sexes, were unknown ; and where a father of a family, 
who set the example of assisting to entertain the female 
vigjjtei^s of his wjfe, had to bear the brunt of all the tavexyir 
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haunters of the place, that is, of all the fathers of his ac- 
quaintance, as a bold and preposterous innovator. Such a 
fact will hardly be credited ; but those who can recollect 
some years back, will be forced to admit its probability. 

In times like those was planted the habit of intemper- 
ance, I might rather say the fashion of intoxication : that 
bitter root which has yielded such deadly fruit, and has 
been now, at last, partly plucked up with such difficulty. 

Let us not overrate the importance of a tour in Europe, 
so much as to lose our relish for the enjoyments offered us 
by a journey at home. " And what are these enjoyments ?" 
asked I of myself, as I seated myself a little before sunrise 
on the deck of a common freight-boat, on the Champlain 
Canal, and prepared to set off for a visit to the next village. 
Certainly, thought I^ as I inhaled the fresh air, and heard the 
birds begin to chirp at waking, finer dewy mornings or a 
purer ether can nowhere be found than what our own hills 
and valleys afford. Yet nothing is less known, scarcely 
any thing is more seldom enjoyed, by those of our country- 
men who talk most of the beauties of nature in Scotland or 
Italy. '^ Of all scenes in the world,'' exclaims AmericuA 
Frenchificatus, << nothing can compare with sunrise on tluB 
Alps !" Of course, this personage, who had returned from 
a voyage, enriched with half a dozen mispronounced French 
words and a pair of moustaches, claimed to indulge in a 
foreign rapture as he pronounced this exclamation*. — • 
^* But, my good sir, have you ever seen a sunrise in the 
White Mountains, of New-Hampshire ?"— " No." — " Have 
you ever seen one in any part of America ?"— ^" No i — they 
are not fit to be seen." — ** And you„ I suppose, are fit ta 
judge of them ?" And who is not like this gentleman, if not 
in foreign polish, in his contempt for home» and in foolish* 
degenerate, luxurious habits.? The hotel I had left was 
full of travellers, yet I alone had opened my eyes to the 
finest part of the day, and my lungs to the purest air. 

The boat, though rough and ofieriug no accommodations, 
in the mean time had been sliding smoothly over the shining 
surface of the canal, and had brought me into a beautiful 
grove of forest trees, whose numberless stems, like the in* 
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numerable columns of some extensive temple, were faith- 
fully reflected below, wbile their thick canopy of foliage also 
appeared repeated apparently from an immense depth, so 
true was the mirror over which they hung. Why, I asked 
myself, is travelling on our canals considered so wearisome 
and destitute of interest ? Here are noble productions of 
nature multiplied around, silence and solitude undisturbed 
by the rattling of wheels, and perfumed air unmingled with 
rising dust. Our canals often introduce us to the hearts 
of the forests ; the retreats of wild animals are almost ex- 
posed to our view, and the nests even of rare birds hang 
over our heads. How can the public, how can some of my 
friends most distinguished for taste, prefer the crowded 
stage-coach, the dusty and thickly inhabited road, with the 
heat of the sun during a midday ride ? Alas ! a little reflec- 
tion reminded me that our education does not prepare us for 
the enjoyment of scenes like those through which I was 
passing. Who knows the nature and uses of this fine tree ; 
who can tell the varieties of this ; how few, indeed, are there 
among men of education who can discriminate between 
many plants of marked and even opposite peculiarities ! 
With the exception of those practical men whose busi- 
ness introduces them to such things, few have taken the- 
pains to inquire at all into the important study of botany ;. 
and as for zoology, ornithology, &c., still less are they 
known, though the forests and fields are stocked with various^ 
birds and quadrupeds. The frivolities of life devour ten> 
times the amount of hours which would be sufiicient to give 
the young such knowledge of these and other subjects as- 
would render them capable of deriving enjoyment and benefit 
from travelling. What more natural and easy, than to lead 
children into the garden or the field every day, teach them^ 
to observe leaves and fiowers, fruits and seeds, animals and 
birds, and relate or read to them sketches of their nature and 
history? But, no! The father is too fond of his money- 
making, his wine, or his politics ; and the mother of her 
dresses, parties, or novel«reading. And unfortunately such 
habits are by no means confined to the more frivolous of 
society. 
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How easy would it be for parents to teach their children, 
as one of my fellow-travellers taught me. Seating himself 
by my side, he remarked on the peculiarities of the Tarious 
species of trees we passed on our way, touching upon their 
size, soils, uses, ages, modes of propagation, and capacity 
for improvement, the value which some of them would bear 
in other countries, the superiority of some of the species 
known in different climates, &c. &c. ; until my mind was 
filled with admiration at the vast and interesting variety pre- 
sented by the subject, and with respect for one whose mem- 
ory was stored with such valuable facts, and who was dis- 
posed to communicate them. 

It may be set down as one of the crying sins of this coun- 
try, that good and intelligent men refuse to acknowledge 
their duties to the public. Whether at home or abroad, 
most of them seem to think there is no virtue in the world 
but modesty; and under her broad mantle, I fear they some* 
times hide their indolence, private taste, personal vanity, and 
what not. Now, to say nothing of the modes in which 
Lawyer Loveall, Dr. Dogood, Judge Grenerous,. Mr. Grood- 
neighbour. Farmer Friendly, and other characters of the 
like nature, some, if not all of whom we find in every vil- 
lage and town, might contribute to the gratification, instruc- 
tion and improvement of their own circles at home, why 
should they be so insensible of the claims which society 
has upon them when they go abroad? Put them, as 
strangers, into a steamboat's cabin, or a stage-coach, a 
canal packet, or a railroad-car, and they are as silent and 
timid as mice. They do not feel the superior power and 
respectability of virtue or knowledge, nor realize that it is 
their business to appear as their advocates, by exhibiting 
them in their own proper nature. They do not seize an 
early opportunity to use language and express sentiments 
which shall betray their own characters, but generally leave 
it to others to give a tone to conversation which sometimes 
becomes annoying to them, while it is useless or worse than 
useless to the company. I have oflen seen the young or the 
ignorant, or such as were comparatively so, court the con- 
versation of those whose respectable appearance promised 
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something superior to themselves in mind or in heart; and 
have observed with pain that the privilege has been too 
often denied. I have seen men of distinction, accidentally 
discovered by fellow-travellers, and treated with respect and 
deference, yet disposed either to be personally flattered, or 
to affect cold indiflerence — too seldom, at least, showing a 
philanthropic desire to make every advantage subservient to 
the benefit of others. In short, I am persuaded that one 
great reason why there is so much that is frivolous among 
travelling parties, and why there is any thing oflTensive* 
18, that those whose duty it is to prevent it are too indif- 
ferent about their obligations, or neglect to seek proper op- 
portunities and means. 

Many persons meet on their travels who have little leisure 
or opportunity elsewhere to devote to the society of strangers ; 
and to some of these such interviews have proved highly 
gratifying and permanently beneficial. But many a ride or 
excursion has been rendered iriisome by a general silenee 
among fellow-travellers, or the want of that refinement of 
manners and conversation which ought to have existed* I 
know that there are subjects, very excellent in themsdves, 
which would be inappropriate for topics in a mixed com- 
pany; and that those most forward are often the most con- 
ceited and shallow-minded of their party. But I am favour- 
ing a just medium* I can, perhaps, show something of my 
meaning by a real case. 

Cards were once called for on board of a boat, where 
none objecting, a party or two sat down at whist, iprho filled 
the cabin with their voices for a couple of hours, {"or want 
of a timely word of disapprobation from a few of us present, 
which would have sufficed, we were condemned to listen a 
lotag tin^ to such things as the following ; and were after- 
ward annoyed by the eflfects of the liqueur, to which the 
fpime conducted some of the players. 

•* I've won two hands of Mr. Jones." 

'* Ah ! so you have.** 

*' That'll answer. That's one over— Fve a mind to lei 
that fellow be. We want four to begin with— six loond*'*' 

** Now, look, hold on your hair !" 
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« Ah ! I think I'll stand that, sir." 

*<It's astonishing! eleven, eight, thirteen; I never saw 
such dealing !" 

" After this hand—" 

«* Bless my stars !" 

«' Cut 'em." 

•'What do you say r 

«* Cut 'em !" 

*« That's over." 

*' Now I want a ten." 

** Mr. Jones, advise 'em." 

*' Ten, there's twenty, dub, dub, dub ; hold on to that !" 

" I, O, U — come, lay your hands there— plaguy luck 
as ever anybody had !" 

•< You a notion of turning in, captain f ' 

" What say T 

" Notion of turnin' in ?" 

" No, not yet." 

" Well, I think I shall have to pretty soon." 

•'Ha, ha, ha! We begin to feel dreadfully here! 
Twenty : — ^four, ten and four is fourteen, and six is twenty, 
sb-." 

" Play up all round !" 

" How's that r 

" O, if I could have got ten then !" 

" We're entitled to the deal !" 

" Ten ! ha, ha !" 

" Cut 'em again — go ahead — split 'em— that's right." 

" Now, if I can get an ace — fourteen." 

" Give us one apiece." 

•* Give me a couple apiece." 

"Hold on — there we are — play up — ^that helps the* 
bank." 

" I hope luck won't go against me all the time." 

** Who's got a good hand ? Them that ha'n't, say so." 

" Eighteen, nineteen, play twenty." 

'* Hold on — hold on — what have you got now ?" 

•* Give me a fish." 
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*' Stop, stop, stop !" 

« That's right, sir, a small one** 

" Here 'tis again— sixteen I want to find ; hold stiU- 

" Give us a fish." 

** My next deaL" 

" There's your two fish." 

^* I commence to deal there." 

" Stop !" 

" Turn 'em right over." 

** We are three, sir." 

" Take 'em — ^that's rights" 

" Yes." 

« What do you want f* 

" One." 

** Let her lay — O take one of them from the pack.'' 

" That'll be too much." 
" I'll bet he don't get it." 
" ril bet he don't too." 
« Well, I'll bet he duz."" 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Whitehall— Story of Sergeant Tom, a Creature of the Revolution — 
Lake George— Charming Scenery, and interesting Historical Asso- 
ciations — Ticonderoffa-^A Revolutionary Tradition — ^An Oracle of 
Philology — Crown Point. 

Whitehall, formerly Skeenesborough, which is in this 
vicinity, is associated in my mind with the career of a wild, 
hair-brained fellow, who joined the American army at the 
breaking out of the Revolution, by the persuasion of an act- 
ive officer, from whom I once received a sketch of his mill- 
tary course. A sergeancy was obtained for Tom, but he had 
Hot been long in the exercise of it, when his friend the 
tolonelf arriving at the camp at Skeenesborough, where he 



was, foutid him dc^niled ib k ^Vtl^wlentrf. ' Bjjr Ms'i^f^ 
tions he g&t him reilMated', afid 1uib#iiig his wild teihperj 
cautioned him against getting into ftiiyqnarrel whh the 
soldiers, or the major, ereti if' th6)^ should' call him a broken 
sergeantf as he apprehf^nded. But 'this was all in vahi: 
The next afternoon news came that Tom was in the guard- 
house. On inquiry, he learned that he had flogged the sol*^ 
diers and cleared them out of the tent, and threatened to 
kill the major. Tom had sent for the colonel to see him t 
but this he revised, though he felt bound, out of regard to 
his family, to exert himself in his behalf. 

The squadron was then fitting out on the lake, under 
Arnold, to oppose the British ; and with great exertions the 
colonel prevailed upon Tom's captain, major, and general, 
to let him off without a court-martial, on condition that h6 
should enlist on board a ship. Tom had been a sailor, and 
cheerfully accepted the proposition, expressing the warmest 
gratitude to his friend, to whom he attributed his escape; 
and solemnly swOre to serve him whenever he could, even 
at the risk of his life. Although the colonel believed him 
to be entirely devoid of principle, he placed implicit reliance 
in this solemn and voluntary promise, as he was susceptible 
of gratitude. 

The galley in which Tom served as sergeant of marines, 
in the battle off Crown Point, fought the English fiag-vessel, 
side by side, with great vigour. Tom, at length finding all 
the officers above him wounded, fought her himself, until 
his galley was found to be in a sinking condition. One of 
our commanders came up, received him on board, gave him 
a conspicuous part the rest of the day, and honoured him 
with peculiar marks of approbation. Tom, however, was 
not long on shore before he deserted, and joined the British 
army in Canada. An expedition was proposed to surprise 
Ballston, then a frontier town, and Tom was offered a largo 
reward to join it. This he refused, alleging Aat it was the 
residence of his father; but partly, no doubt, because his 
benefactor also lived there. Findmg, however, that the 
expedition would proceed, he joined it, that he might be- 
friend him ; and performed important service in secret, to 
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^rl^ch my iqformaot QmMened himself indebted for liberty^ 
if not foi; 1^*6* , Xhe dfitailji aro.iniiermting : but I cannot 
stay to wiit^ them now. : . ; » 

,. The first gUoipse I. caught of I^ake George satisfied me 
that my expeictatlons would be almost, equalled; for I had 
hieard it described in such glowing terms in my boyhood, 
Ihat the conception I entertained of its beauties were un* 
^Qubtedly romaDtic and extravagant, as I had. before had 
occasion to reflect.. If the breadth of a lak^ be too great, 
pr its shores too low, there must be a want of bold features 
on the margin. A large level surface is sublime; but we 
soon feel a want of variety. A mcHre limited plain is often 
beautiful ; but it is necessarily insipid if alone ; and a sheet 
of water particularly requires contrasts to relieve the satiety 
which the mind feels in contemplating it. The Lake of 
Geneva would be greatly improved in beauty, if a few of 
the eminences which stand at the distance of several miles 
could be planted upon its very. banks. 

Lake George lies in contact with the mountains, whose 
bases are- washed by its pure waters, while its summits 
hasten to their terminations just above. I had inspected 
some manuscript military maps of the French war in this 
vicinity, so that I soon caught some of the zigzags of Mont- 
calm's lines of approach to Fort William Henry (which, 
alas ! is now an insignificant heap on the shore), and fixed 
on the thick grove on my left, which shades the grave of 
about one thousand of his men. On the right, swelling from 
the head of the lake, was the elevation crowned by Fort 
George, long in ruins, and in 1745 the scene of General 
pieskau's defeat, before a breastwork of logs., Along the 
waste ground in the little valley this side, was perpetrated 
the massacre of the soldiers, women, and children from 
Fort William Henry, by Indians. The sky suddenly grew 
dark as I approached the pretty village of Caldwell, and a 
thunder-shower passed just before us, obscuring for a few 
minutes the fields and dwellings ; and then passing slowly 
down the lake, whither it bore off a brilliant rainbow on its 
bosom. The beauty of the scene, from my window, in the 
rear of the hotel, I would fain describe, especially as it ap« 
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peared near Mmoet, when the (troad and ^een 'Mope ti 
the margin of the dear wat^ir wasT striped wUh"^ this long 
shadows of trees and mountains, ahd the surfMci df the laka 
Was calm, and the opposite ridge of French Mounlain raised 
its immense curtain of foliage, as it were, perpMidicoiarl^T 
to the clouds. * " ' . 

In this place a very different excitement seems -to affect 
the visiters from that which is felt at the Springs, where 
there is no scenery to draw off the thoughts from ourselves 
and each other. The conversation at table seemed im- 
proved, and the various parties had a variety of objects be^ 
fore them for the day: walks, rides, and boat parties, to visit 
the forts or to make an excursion to Tea Island. One 
would hardly think that the house could be much visited in 
the winter season ; but I found some of the family speaking 
familiarly of Montreal and its inhabitants, who, I leamedk 
often come down in parties in sleighs. ^ 

I had several strolls along the shore on both sides of the 
lake near Ticonderoga, traced out ihh old French lines oh, 
which General Abercrombie's army made so ridiculous an 
attack in 17£^, and climbed to the redoubts on Mount Inde- 
pendence. It is melancholy to renew the impressions which 
must have been made by the aspect of these hills and head- 
lands, these woods and waters, at night, when, afler General 
St. Clair had ordered the evacuation of the fortress and the 
retreat of the troops, the sudden bursting out of a iSre in a 
building at the foot of Mount Independence illuminated the 
scene, betrayed the motions oiihe Americans, and awakened 
the fire of their enemies. 

There is an extensive, wild, and mountainous region north 
and west from this spot, where there are hardly any inhabit^ 
ants, except the beasts of the forests. I heard, iii 'a log- 
house, some exciting tales told about deer-hunting ';'frimd on 
A warm aflem(K>n, I heard an old man talk in the fofiowing 
strain, as he was fitting in the sun, surrounded bjr^everd 
bantering farmers^ '8M)S C' — • ' p. . ' 

**Yon are a stranger^ sir, I ptMuine, and « perhaps 'd6n% 
know me nor my fan^y. ThatV ^e iray with the^'^oiid's 
4hotfr bo^i thdl hkvv-igroilrii jip doa^^kiiow^ Mit Whak Aeilr 
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frthefliirMte M veqiMtalile aft SM. IVft ftot ^Menglii; 
that rm wiUiBg to allow. Bui I aa*t ao bad as BOL He 
got to drinking too mach a ipood manj jcaia ago, and 
laaiiied to fiddie, and used to leave home aoaicfliace, and 
go off locHid to daaeea, and ao oiu Bm he had aa good 
a wife aa ever was, and he's reformed, and so am L IVe 
eome aoross the lake to help at harveatiiig« and get aome 
wool and cany back for the childien to caid up^ and then 
well have it span and made into something warm for 'em 
next winter* These women-folks they are the master-crit* 
tors for aoch things. Theyll sit and card and talk* and 
get a wQndeifol deal done* Bat edacation ia a great thing, 
and we canH get it over there among the monntains where 
there an*t nobody five miles back .fiom the lake. It's a 
coricMis coontxy thercr there's so many poods. There's 
Long Pond, and Square Pond, Goose Pond, and Crane 
Lake, and Paradox Pond, and Pyramid Lake, and — that's 
ally I believe. Well, now there an't nobody but me that 
lives anywhere about here, that knows how these ponds 
got their names." 

. ^ Well, do you know, Unele Zeek?*' asked one of the 
company. 

** Why, yes ; there's Long Pond and Square Pond, they 
were called so because of their shape ; and the wild geese 
go to Groose Pond ; and Crane Lake, the surveyors found a 
crane's nest on the bank. And then there's something very 
carious about Paradox Pond : the stream that the outlet 
falls into is sometimes swelled by a thunder-shower diat 
don't reach the pond, and then the water sets back through 
the outlet into it. So you see I kqow all about the history 
of that country." 

. ** Bu^" said I, ** you have not informed us concenung 
Pyramid Lake.*^ 

. *« Oh, as for that," md he, ^ I don't rightly know, what 
jtfiat, took its name from, without it wda beoanse they some- 
times catch suckers there very early; JA. the aeasoo^"^ 
. *«Hoiiv:ever," said he, >'I wa^- talking about; my family. 
y^vk «iw know that my'gr<i|dfa(b0r.0iuii#. kom- England 
Hf't^ laaoi ^WM^ s S# hM jiltl .ft^jfllNdvlMiiedw^^ «b 



Ozfi^rd ;' «id there's few teeil' thai hmre got ad nmtJti leam^ 
ing now*a-di^8i Wluit an army that was f Etery maa 
was dressed in superfine broad cloth, with (gold knee 
buckles. And, besides; though I am 'almost 'ashamed to 
say it, I am connected by marriage with Oenietal Arnold's 
family. He was a good soldier, though, at Sarhtoag, and 
some said he got the victory ihere. Why don't you sing 
the (^d songs often^, boys? 

That the freat Mount Defiance 
. They soon would fortify : — 
We found that we must quit our lines, 
Or ev'rj man most die. 

Which soon we did in haste perform, 

And went to Sarritoag, 
A burning all the buildings 

We found along the road. 

'Twas then the gen'rous thought insphr'd 

The noble Gates's mind« 
For to send out Gin'ral Arnold* 

To see if he could find 

A passage through the inimy> 

Wherever he might be ; 
Which iKoon he did accomplish,) 

And set the country firee.** 

I made a passage to Grown Point one pleasant afternoon 
and evening, in a small lake schooner, built of boards, laid 
in several courses. Without timber, on Annesley's plan. Ita 
masts also were made so as to be easily struck ; and the 
dimensions and fixtures being those of a eanal-boat, it hadv 
taken a cargo tlurough the Erie Canal, I believe to New* 
York, and was now on its return to the lower part of Lake 
Champlain. The crew, consisting of only two men and a 
boy, were full of fresh water wit and anecdotes, and inci« 
dents by canal, lake, and river, and at once skilful and 
obliging* As they were telling a long eel story, the neigh- 
bouring eminences on the left, and the distant ridges of the 
Oreen Mountains on the east, especially the Gamers Hump» 
made a magnificent appearance in the declining sun, while 
we pasted near enough to the scattered dwelliaga ta feet 
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observe bat Belleisle and Bouchenrille Mountains, on the 
right, over the vast plain, after leaving St. John's. The old 
and comfortless houses of Laprairie, the gloomy nunnery^ 
with spacious grounds enclosed with high walls, and the 
vociferous, French speaking people on the shore of the 
noble St. Lawrence, remind one of Europe. 

The steamboats on the St. Lawrence and the Lakes have 
been oflen crowded to excess this season, by the emigrants 
newly-arrived from Great Britain, so much so as to render 
travelling for pleasure remarkably *' unpleasant.'* And such 
a mixed company as has oflen been observed in these car- 
goes ! While some of those obliging tourists, who occasion- 
ally write about us, have such subjects before their eyes, 
they might save thenuselves the trouble of leaving home. 
Among the emigrants, it has been remarked, there has been 
this year a much larger proportion of inteUigent and wealthy 
persons than usual, and the western states have had the 
benefit of adding not a few of them to their population. But 
some appeared to be entirely unprovided with necessary in- 
formation, as well as pecuniary means, to direct their course 
to advantage after their arrival. One person slight be heard 
making inquiries about the country through which he was 
passing, that showed he had never been in a geography 
class in his life ; while many were at best but extremely ill 
versed in *^ the use of the globes," which the English school 
advertisements seem to regard as such an accampHshment« 
What will not ignorance do, and at the same time leave uni- 
done ! I am persuaded that many of the emigrants might 
save years of time, and all the money they bring out, if 
they would but ask a few such questions as the boys, in the 
New- York Public-schools could readily answer, and act on 
the knowledge thus obtained. One woman you will hear 
inquiring for her husband or children, who have come to 
America ; another resolving to return to-morrow ;. one sick^ 
and believing the climate is unhealthy; another amazed a| 
ihe beauty and fertility of the country, the friendliness of 
the people, the abundance of work, the high wages, the 
.cheapness of land, and in short, the superiority of every 
fipng to his expectations^ T^ 9nly wonder ta mo wai^ 
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thai they, were not aH delighted ; for I have seen thei ships 
in which some of them have croned theiAtlantic, and shoold 
think that tiny thing would be preferred to life on board of 
them. 

I asked an old Scotchman one day, jost arriTed« whes^ 
ther he had had a pleasant passage. > He pointed down 
the half-dosed hatches and saidr *' In that hole there wev^ 
aboye ninety of us; and yet this wps the only ventilator 
we had during a voyage of six weeks, except three days, 
when the after-hatches for a short time were removed. On 
eccount of the impurity of the air, I used to come on deck 
at night, and could scarcely persuade myself to return." I 
confess that the sight presented below sunk my ideas of 
human nature to a grade that always makes me feel un- 
comfortable for a day or two. The sounds which rose ti^ 
gether reminded me of Bunyan*s pit of Tophet, though the 
old man did not answer my idea of a shepherd of the D^ 
lectable Mountains. 

A few days may be agreeably spent at Montreal and 
Quebec, and in visiting the environs : for, although there 
is little to excite interest in the literary institutions (know- 
ledge, in all its branches, being at a low ebb), the foreign 
air of the people, their habitations and manners, the appear- 
ance of activity which pervades every thing during the brief 
summer which the climate allows, and the peculiar features 
of the natural scenery, present considerable attractions. 
Time is not allowed to enter iiito detail. Let us see, then, 
whether any idea of the variety and nature of the objects, 
most striking to a traveller, may be conveyed by a rapid 
mention of them. 

The approach to Montreal, in one of the Laprairie 
ierry-boats, allows you to contemplate it at leisure. The 
distance is nine miles : the river, which is three miles broad, 
being crossed transversely. You are excited by the rapidity 
of ihe powerful steamboat, and of the current, bearing 
-ybu like a bird over a ragged channel, whiiBh often is visi- 
ble, covered with orags, apparently ready to tear the hot- 
lorn of thq vesseL Frenob, of a harsh and wieontfa dia- 
-be^ aodiaaei^iii yonv eaia by «nikiel4imt and momrn^ 
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walching their baskets of roots, herbs, -^c*, gathered iH 
Jioanty harvest from some part of the lich bat abused plain* 
which extends from the river's bank to the honMS* except 
where it is bounded by a few distant and imposing isolated 
mountains. If you cross in a batteau, you hear the boat 
Boag of your rowers, in which there is little sweetness or 
poetry. The city, spreading along the low shore of the 
river, shoots up the spires of five or six churches, with the 
domes of two convents, and the towers of the new cathedral, 
against the Mountain of Montreal, which alone rescues the 
scene from utter tameness. Those who wish to contem* 
plate the largest specimen of barbarous architecture in North 
America (saving Mexico), may visit the cathedral. 
: What apology is there for the introduction of the Grothie 
style into the United States! What is there among us 
which is signified by it? What is there connected with 
it in our history or institutions ; and what good influence 
[can we expect from it upon the future ? We have had 
nothing like a gradual progress of taste through many ages, 
and no successive races of men in difierent stages of civili- 
zation, or any period of our history at all allied to such a 
style. At the same time our condition is based on the foun- 
dation of universal knowledge: there is no mystery, no 
secrecy, no ignorance. Nothing is concealed, nothing is 
done through systematic imposture. Neither do we admit 
of any principle by which the feelings are to be influenced 
independently of the judgment. Why then should we 
meddle with other architecture, in . which vastness . and 
gloom work their eflfects upon the heart, without offering to 
the thought any distinct subject to fasten upon ; in which the 
eyes are shown dark recesses which they cannot penetrate, 
and a multitude of laboured devices and ornaments the mind 
would in vain understand? Simplicity and use, two of the 
great features of nature's works, are banished hence ; the 
light for which our eyes were .formed is obscured ; and the 
•objects and ends, of bur creation mystified, as far as arohi- 
•tOfCtural objects can produce such an effect. 
.< Whyshirald we wish, in this country, to present .Tast 
«pilMi to the eyOf-in vhicii it can trace none of the great j^rin- 



eiples of natural taste; in which (he mind finds only per* 
plexity ; and the feelings, instead of being exalted with hope 
and enoooragement, are depressed with undefined gloom. 
How far more appropriate are the pure and chaste Greek 
styles to our own history, character, and condition ! I would 
take the Doric and Ionic in preference . to the Corinthian : 
and, if I may judge from my own feelings, the first-men- 
tioned is to be preferred to all others* Regard the ancient 
rules and proportions so far as they are appropriate to the 
uses of our public edifices, and consistent with the nature 
of our climate ; and then the more vigorously you cultivate 
taste and multiply specimens in cities, towns, villages, and 
the veiy forests where they may be needed, the better. In 
America there is no apology for a gradual introduction of 
any species of perfection which necessity does not forbid 
us to know at once. We must admit only the best of every 
thing. Where the forest tree falls, there let taste erect her 
purest monuments, while learning adopts the best methods 
for instruction, and philanthropy binds heart to heart with 
the love of the gospel : for liberty has established a system 
which requires the most powerful support of us all, and 
we are answerable to mankind for an exhibition of the no- 
blest results of civilization and Christianity. 

One of the unaccountable traits of the taste of our coun- 
trymen, is displayed by many of them on enteruig a Cana- 
dian town. They will take off their children to the nunne- 
ries, obtain, if possible, an interview with the superieures, 
purchase a few trifles of domestic manufacture, infer from 
what they see that all must be well arranged and systematic 
in every department, because they spend a few minutes in 
the presence of stiff and starched nuns, and go away with 
a gratuitous impression that there is a great deal of solid in- 
struction given to the children and young persons whom 
they profess to teach. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Diffefent Trayenen have different Eyet—- The Polish Exiles — ^Regrets 
on the Neeeeiitj of closing — ^ Tom Slowstarter's" Farewell. 

How strongly was I struck, the other day, with the con* 
trast between two foreigners, whom I met travellmg in the 
United States : a Frenchman and a South American i The 
one recalled to my recollection Monsieur Levasseur, who, 
whUe in the train of Greneral Lafayette, witnessed the la- 
bours of the New- York firemen one night at a conflagra* 
tion. Having come from a physical people, a nation of 
materialists, he wished to handle one of the engines, in 
order to form an idea of those machines which he thought 
exhibited some of the great capacities of republicans. 
The South American was always admiring the results of 
some moral cause in our society; and the sagacity -and 
just sentiments he displayed were not only gratifying, boi 
instructive. And what a comment was here on the political 
systems of Europe and America ! . The old world is man« 
aged like an engine. Millions of her inhabitants are stand- 
ing this day like machines, with their weapons presented, 
like the teeth of a bark-mill, or the cogs of a cider grinder, 
ready to do work by the exertion of brute force. What an 
immense capital stands from age to age invested in arsenals 
and foundries, fortresses, fleets, and powder-mills ; yet the 
budget of war annually groans under new appropriations. 
Peace may sit balancing her pinions over them for a time ; 
but something soon sets her on the wing ; and what shall 
induce her again to alight? When a crop of humanity 
is to be gathered, when the flowers of a new season are to 
be plucked, the machinery moves again ; its course is 
against mankind, its track is a stream of human gore. The 
Greeks cried for freedom, but they must pass through Missi- 
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longhi to reach it The Polanden claimed the rights of men,- 
and they are sent to weep their loss in Siberia. Wherever 
the principles, iQ which we so thanklessly live, are even 
whispered in Europe, there comes the wild beast of oppres- 
sion. His iron step is heard in the university, his gnpe ]» 
felt in the school and at the fireside : while on this side 6t 
the Atlantic, education, universal example, and the govern^ 
ment — even self-interest and prejudice itself, invite, nay, 
in a manner, constrain us to hear the language of liber^ 
and humanity, and to associate to sustain them ; in Europe^ 
the warmest hearts are chilled by the sight of the mana- 
cles and dungeons to which such sentiments are condemned^ 
Indeed, nobler, noore exalted men than we, men with a far 
livelier and more active devotion to the good of mankind 
than ourselves, are now, while we speak, shut up in prison, 
m loneliness and misery, friendless and oppressed, because 
the enemies of truth and righteousness, of light and wisdom, 
of liberty and right, are too many and too strong. 

Now are there no greater duties incumbent on us than to 
eat and drink, and take the good of the things around us ^ 
Is there no higher object for us to aim at than merely ta 
gain wealth and honour, or to exercise power ? Whoever 
devotes himself exclusively to either of these, is an enemy 
of our country, a Ibe to mankind, a blot on our land, a de« 
preciator of our advantages, an ingrate to our heavenljr 
benefactor. 

The two hundred and thirty-six Polanders who have been 
sent to the United States, by the arbitrary and inhumaii 
power of Austria, have among them individuals presenting^ 
peculiar claims to the interest and kindness of Americans^ 
Most of them are severe sufferers for the sake of liberal 
views and patriotic exertions m favour of freedom* A few 
of them, however, were of bad character, and wepe sent 
here to discredit the others. The government of Austria is 
a severe despotism ; and one of its most detestable featarea 
was displayed in an attempt to injure the characters oi mem 
whose patriotism they hated and fearedi Afte^ tlxsse Pok 
landers had been imprisoned at Brinder for sonv) months^ 
OB vaiious preteztf, vithoot trial or char£[e^ having bee% 
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collected from difierent quarters, and generally unacqvanited 
with each other, arrangements were made to transport then» 
lo Trieste, where they were to embark for this country. 
This step they consented to, because the only alternative 
offered was, that they should be delivered up to Russia. 
They were to be transported in detachments ; and the first 
that was sent off consisted of those who had been imprisoned 
(or crimes, that thenr conduct might make an impression un- 
favourable to the patriots. Since their arrival in America^ 
9 discrimination has been made, and the unworthy set aside. 
■ Here they now are on our coast, necessarily unknown^ 
except so far as we choose to seek an acquaintance with 
them, ignorant of our language, manners, and habits, but,, 
like the blind or the dumb^ presenting on that account dou- 
ble claims to our sympathy and aid. Like those suffering 
imder some natural infirmity from which we are happily firee,. 
Ihey also teach us lessons of gratitude and of duty, under the 
superior blessings which we enjoy; 

A banished Pole should move among us as a living; 
monument of arbitrary power, and whenever we look upon 
bim it should be with the recoUectiooh— '^ Here is a victim 
of despotism I Here is a man, such as our ancestors woulA 
have chosen to be,-*if offered bis alternative— slavery or 
banishment: here b one who has endured that arbitrary 
power to which our ancestors would not submit,, but re* 
sisted, for the sake of their children." 

It seemed to me, while conversing with some of these 
lonely exiles, as if Providence had sent them among us al 
ibis time not without a kind design. We have been sore* 
iBOte from the sight of oppression and violence, so long 
eeeustomed to regard tyranny and lawless rule as mere 
ereatures of the imagination, Uiat when sentiments are de- 
clared, and measures taken tending strongly that way, in- 
stead of taking the alarm, too many of us look on with in* 
difference, as if there were a wail of impenetrable braae 
erected to secure our liberty. These melancholy and silent 
etrangers seem to whisper to us, to beware of ourselves, our 
fireedom,xnd our country: and if their presence shall render 
«• any mote witchful> if it shall lead us to xefleet nart »> 
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tently on the inestimable privileges we possess, of the deli* 
cate and responsible trust committed to us for the benefit of 
mankind, in being made the depositories of free institutions 
and Christian light and liberty, it will not have been in vain 
that our sympathy for tliem has been painfully excited, or 
that they have been deprived of property, friends, and 
home. 



Some eminent musicians have said that the most import* 
ant part of an air is the end ; and that, no matter what 
are the merits of a composition, if there be appropriate har« 
mony in the closmg note, the impression must be delightful, 
and the hearers will be content : so gourmands, sometimes, 
take special pains to lay by their choicest morsels for the 
last, that the final bit may convey to the palate the richest 
flavours and spicery — because its taste is to be lasting. How 
mortifying then, to an author, who would not intentionally 
violate any of the great rules of taste^ to find that no sudi 
advantage, as he could wish to make a happy close, is 
allowed him. Here I am suddenly admonished, by the 
amount of paper I have blotted, that I must bring my hastjr 
remarks to an end. It is in vain for me to plead that I have 
a heap of materials lying yet untouched before me, scenes 
of nature, both in ink and crayon, words of the wise, and 
oracles of fools, remarks of chance-travellers, and thoughte 
of my own, with snatches from Greek and Latin authors, uii* 
accountably preserved from the chaos of my early studies^ 
now applied, well or ill, to modem affairs — it is in vain te 
declare that a book, to be appropriate, should be neither fay 
in advance of, nor behind society, and that all these materi- 
als will deteriorate and perish in a season. Indeed, the faci 
is, I have found things so rapidly moving around me whOe I 
have been making this volume, that I have been on a constant 
race to keep up. Now out of breath, indeed, but not ex- 
hausted nor entirely discouraged, I am advised to desist ;. 
and, even while I hesitate, am. chagrined to think that I 
already begin to be distanced. 

I feel, in short, that I am in much the same condition m 
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which I last saw my old friend Tom Slowstarter. It wa9 
on the Amboy and Trenton railroad. We had stopped ** to 
water," as the facetious term is — (not our horses, but the 
steam-boiler) — and Tom had alighted to look at the ma- 
chinery. The bell rang, the wheels began to move, and 
the passengers called to him to hurry; but the working of 
one of the small cog-wheels perplexed him so much that he 
kept pace on foot. " Overtake us, and jump in Tom, you'll 
be left !" cried the passengers. '* Are you speaking to a 
poet, or a prose- writer ?'' said Tom; '^Lam not behind the 
world, much less out of sight of it. I want to look a little 
further into things." — "If you stop to understand any 
thing," said the engineer, " you can't go with us." — " Here's 
something wrong," said Tom — " I want to know a little 
how it is you go ahead so, and then I'll ride." — " If you are 
going to know much, you can't be in our eompany. You 
nlust make up your mind to one thing or the other pretty 
quick ; so jump in."-—" I want to see it go round once or 
twice more," said Tom : " now I'm ready ; open the door.** 
The door was opened, but the engine had begun to snorl 
quicker and quicker, and the wheels went round like a buzz* 
Tom laid himself almost flat with running ; — and " Here, 
take my hand-— mo, Tom, run — a little faster, a little faster l'*^ 
resounded from the cars, while he was straining legs, arms, 
and fingers, to get up again with his companions. " YoO' 
had better stop," said one, at this crisis ; and Tom's cour- 
age failed in an instant. He gave up the chase, and stood 
like a post in the middle of the road, while all the caravan 
joined in a general shout of " 6ood-by, Mr. Slowstarter } 
Good-by9 Mr. Know-a-little." — " Good-by, good-by," said 
Tom : " good-by, Mr. Puffer and family, — there's nothing* 
of you but noise and motion — ^but yet I wish I was with 
you. The next time I'll try to find less fault, and keep 
«p with society." Tom has never since been heard of* 
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